Office of Protection and Advocacy for Persons with Disabilities

Fatality Review Board

November 16, 2009
Present: Mr. James McGaughey, Dr. Gerard Kerins, Ms. Patricia Mansfield, Lieutenant David Rice, and Mr. Peter Hughes, Ms. Anne Broadhurst, Ms. Christine Gaynor and Ms. Barbara Roy OPA staff.  Absent: Attorney John DeMattia, Dr. Wayne Carver and Ms. Doreen McGrath.
1. Minutes of the September 21, 2009 FRB meeting were not reviewed, as not enough Board members were present at the beginning of the meeting to constitute a quorum. 
2. The 2010 FRB meeting schedule was not arranged as not enough Board members were present at the beginning of the meeting to constitute a quorum.
3. Correspondence

· The Board deferred discussion of correspondence, which was written by the DDS Deputy Commissioner and the DDS Commissioner in response to concerns raised by the Board, for review during discussion with Ms. Kathryn duPree and Attorney Welsh later in the meeting.               
4. Executive Session and Case Review
5. Discussion with Attorney James Welsh and Deputy Commissioner Kathryn duPree

Deputy Commissioner duPree summarized the following actions taken by DDS to improve the Department’s ability to respond to individuals who have been determined to need emergency alternative residential supports:
· The OPA Liaisons in each of the three DDS Regions currently report directly to the DDS Regional Director, in an effort to improve communication and provide ready access to the administrators of the region;

· DDS is providing additional technical assistance to improve the Department’s communication and coordination capabilities in these situations, particularly in t he West Region;

· Attorney Welsh, the DDS Director of Legal and Governmental Affairs, led a ½ day training session in the West Region, which focused on the Department’s responsibilities as they relate to the investigation of allegations of abuse/neglect and the provision of protective services;

· Planning and Resource Team (PRAT) Coordinators, who are new to their respective positions in all three Regions, are reviewing the status of individuals who have been identified or given a Priority I or “Emergency” status as well as those for whom this status has been recommended or suggested and denied, in order to ensure that the status conveyed remains appropriate;

· DDS will now pursue emergency place options across regional boundaries;

· In order to ensure that any medical information included in responses to protective services requests is informed and accurate, particularly where the health of the person is an issue, DDS will utilize the team nurse to communicate and/or interpret the health status of the individual to members of the Planning and Resource Team; and
· Any Immediate Protective Service Plan requests calling for emergency alternative residential supports which remain unmet after all reasonable alternatives have been sought will be brought to the attention of the Deputy Commissioner and the Director of Legal and Government Affairs.
Ms. duPree reviewed the Department’s budgetary policy of reducing publicly-operated services, while expanding services through the private sector, noting that there have not been, and will not be, any admissions to publicly-operated residential programs over the last or future fiscal years.
Attorney Welsh reviewed the Department’s responsibility for medical oversight for people who live at home with their family or who are living in extended care facilities and were placed their by family members.  Attorney Welsh also briefly reviewed probate court procedures and guardianship issues, highlighting the authority (and limitations on the authority) of guardians and the appointment of temporary, limited guardians. 
Deputy Commissioner duPree and Attorney Welsh discussed the status of the Department’s discussions Oak Hill, formerly known as The Connecticut Institute for the Blind, regarding the issue of nursing delegation.  Deputy Commissioner duPree and Attorney Welsh noted that future meetings with Oak Hill administrators have been scheduled and they will keep the Board informed of the progress of these discussions.

Deputy Commissioner duPree briefly spoke about the DDS Healthcare Coordination service now available to individuals receiving waiver services who have identified health risks or complex medical needs that require a more intense level of healthcare coordination.  
6. The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 PM.
The FRB will meet on the following Mondays in 2010: January 25th, March 15th, May 17th, July 19th, September 20th, and November 15th.  Unless otherwise noted, all meetings will be held from 1:00 to 4:00 PM at the Virginie Grimes Center in New Haven.
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