Office of Protection and Advocacy for Persons with Disabilities

Fatality Review Board

January 26, 2009
Present: Mr. James McGaughey, Dr. Gerard Kerins, Ms. Patricia Mansfield, Attorney John DeMattia, Mr. David Carlow and Mr. Peter Hughes, Ms. Anne Broadhurst, Ms. Christine Gaynor, and Ms. Barbara Roy, OPA staff.    
Absent:  Lieutenant David Rice and Dr. Wayne Carver 
1. Minutes of the November 18, 2008 FRB meeting were reviewed and accepted, following one correction.  Ms. Broadhurst noted that the meeting scheduled for May 18, 2009 has been changed.  The new meeting date is May 11, 2009.  The location of the meeting remains the same.  It will be held at the Division of Scientific Services in Meriden. 
2. SNF Study

Ms. Broadhurst, Ms. Gaynor and Dr. Kerins summarized the status of the SNF study to date.  After reviewing the results of the study, Dr. Kerins felt that that there was enough information to develop it into a more scholarly paper.  Dr. Kerins noted that the data obtained was valuable, and could contribute to improving care and cultivating best practices.  Publication of the study might also add to support for funding additional work.  Possible journals to be considered for submission of the study are the Journal of Developmental Disabilities and the American Journal of Intellectual Disabilities.  Next steps in this process include meeting with Ms. Lynn Price, Director of Nursing, Quinnipiac University, in order to obtain more detailed information concerning the method used to analyze the data collected.  As the SNF study included reviews of individual DDS records, FRB staff will also contact the DDS Office of the Commissioner Institutional Review Board (IRB) to obtain IRB approval to publish the study.  
3. Draft of 2006-2008 FRB Annual Report

Mr. McGaughey asked voting Board members to forward any comments or suggestions to Ms. Broadhurst within the next couple of weeks.  A copy of the final draft of the annual report will be distributed to Board members for any final comments before it is published.  Mr. McGaughey noted that a three-to-four page Executive Summary will be prepared to release with the full report.
4. Correspondence

· Board members reviewed a copy of the joint letter issued to skilled nursing facilities, signed by Commissioners O’Meara, Kirk and Galvin, reminding them of their state and federal notification requirements to report a significant change in a resident’s condition (death) to DDS in a timely manner.  Board members recommended that the Board develop its own form letter to issue to skilled nursing facilities reminding them of their notification responsibilities if they fail to report a resident’s death in a timely manner, with copies to the facility’s Medical Director and the DDS Commissioner.  Board members were interested in learning what constitutes a “significant change in condition.”  As the Legislative Program Review and Investigations Committee (LPRIC) recently recommended that DDS define “significant change in condition” in guidelines in its report to the General Assembly in December 2008, Mr. Carlow noted that DDS has provided the LPRIC with examples of the types of conditions, which need to be reported.  It was noted that this information could be shared with the FRB.  FRB members were also interested in exploring whether “significant change in condition” should be defined in state statute.

· Board members reviewed a copy of the letter received from the DDS Regional Director, West Region in response to concerns noted by the FRB following its review of the circumstances surrounding a client’s death.  Discussion occurred concerning possible ways to successfully support individuals who have significant health problems, or who present significant risk factors, and are difficult to engage or resistant to support.  Mr. McGaughey referenced the Assertive Community Treatment Team (ACT), which is a service provided by DMHAS that is targeted to individuals with complex needs who are difficult to engage in care, as a possible treatment approach for DDS to develop as part of its community-based supports.  It was suggested that this might be a recommendation to include in the annual report.
5. Executive Session
6. The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 PM.
The next FRB meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 16, 2009 from 1:00 - 4:00 PM at Sister Anne Virginie Grimes Health Center, across the street from St. Raphael’s Hospital in New Haven.
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