Office of Protection and Advocacy for Persons with Disabilities

Fatality Review Board

April 7, 2008
Present:  Mr. James McGaughey, Ms. Patricia Mansfield, Dr. Gerard Kerins, Mr. David Carlow, Major Timothy Palmbach, Dr. Kirsten Bechtel, Attorney John DeMattia and Mr. Peter Hughes, Ms. Christine Gaynor, Ms. Anne Broadhurst, and Ms. Barbara Roy, OPA staff.  
1. The meeting was called to order at 1:30 PM.

2. Minutes of the January 28, 2008 FRB meeting were reviewed.  Regarding Item #3, “Governor Rell’s Letter Concerning Statutory Responsibilities of Board Members,” Mr. McGaughey noted that the legislative leadership and the administration still cannot agree on who should make the FRB appointments.  Mr. McGaughey reported that the bill is currently at a standstill in the Senate and that passage is unlikely.  Regarding Item #4, “Nursing Home Study Update,” it was noted that the FRB is not conducting a “study” and the term was changed to “inquiry,” which more appropriately describes the nature of our query.  A motion was made to accept the minutes as amended, which was seconded, and the minutes were adopted.         

3. Presentation by the OCME (Ms. Holly Teed, Lead Investigator and Ms. Christina Schock, Investigator)
Ms. Teed stated that typically half of all deaths occurring in Connecticut are reported to the OCME.  Last year, this accounted for approximately 16,000 deaths.  Ms. Teed provided the Board with a general overview of the OCME, including criteria for reportable deaths; responsibilities of mandated reporters; hours of agency operation; staff on-call; the role of Associate Medical Examiners; and the various professional backgrounds of OCME investigators.  Dr. Kerins asked whether having a developmental disability could possibly influence the OCME’s decision to assert jurisdiction in a particular case.  Ms. Teed stated that the criteria used to assert jurisdiction is consistently applied, whether or not it is reported that someone has a disability.  Dr. Kerins asked whether there was a requirement for private physicians to see the deceased before signing a Death Certificate.  Ms. Teed stated that while private physicians are supposed to see the body, many do not.  Ms. Teed reported that only a licensed physician (MD/DO) is legally authorized to sign a Death Certificate in Connecticut.  Ms. Teed stated that deaths are considered to be reportable whenever a death can be traced back to an injury/trauma, which precipitated the “downward spiral” which ended in the person’s death, no matter the length of time elapsed between events. 
4. DDS Response to 2005-2006 FRB Report
Regarding the timeliness of reporting nursing home deaths to DDS, Major Palmbach questioned whether there should be statutory changes, which would make not reporting (or failure to report within a certain timeframe) a citable violation, subject to a citation and/or fine.  It was suggested that the FRB could discuss this with DDS and DPH.  Regarding health and safety training for direct support and clinical staff, Major Palmbach asked if DDS had established competencies and/or minimum standards for staff, and if there were periodic evaluations.  Mr. Carlow and Ms. Mansfield provided additional information regarding health and safety training for new and experienced employees in the public and private sector.  The Board agreed to write a letter to DDS thanking them for the comprehensiveness of their response and requesting additional information regarding issues needing further clarification.        
5. Other Business

Board members expressed an interest in inviting a naturopath to a future FRB meeting to provide clarification on role and responsibilities of this profession. 
6. The Board entered executive session and conducted case review.
7. The meeting was adjourned at 4:40 PM.
The next FRB meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 19th from 1:30 - 4:30 PM at Sister Anne Virginie Grimes Health Center, across the street from St. Raphael’s Hospital in New Haven.
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