Office of Protection and Advocacy for Persons with Disabilities

Fatality Review Board

November 17, 2008
Present: Mr. James McGaughey, Dr. Gerard Kerins, Lieutenant David Rice, Ms. Patricia Mansfield, Attorney John DeMattia, Dr. Wayne Carver, Mr. David Carlow and Mr. Peter Hughes, Ms. Anne Broadhurst, Ms. Christine Gaynor, and Ms. Barbara Roy, OPA staff.    

Absent:  Dr. Kirsten Bechtel and Mr. Daniel Greene  
1. Welcome to Lieutenant Rice and Dr. Wayne Carver
Mr. McGaughey welcomed Lieutenant David Rice, who serves as the Commanding Officer, Department of Public Safety, Division of Scientific Services, as a newly appointed Board member.  It was noted that Major Palmbach was not re-appointed by Governor Rell for his position as the law enforcement/forensic science professional on the FRB.  Mr. McGaughey read a letter, which had been sent to the Board by Major Palmbach, supporting Lieutenant Rice’s appointment and offering to work with Dr. Kerins to plan and host a training session for OCME personnel.  Mr. McGaughey welcomed Dr. Wayne Carver, Chief Medical Examiner, who has offered to join the Board as a consultant.  Dr. Carver indicated that his office offers annual in-service training sessions for OCME personnel.  He noted that he would be more than happy to work with Dr. Kerins to plan disability awareness training.  Mr. McGaughey noted that he would contact Major Palmbach and arrange a meeting with Major Palmbach, Dr. Kerins and Dr. Carver to discuss the specifics of the curriculum.  
2. Mr. McGaughey noted that OPA intends to submit legislation again this year, which would recognize the FRB in statute.  It was noted that OPA will also try to expand the Board’s membership to include a forensic pathologist.  Dr. Carver noted that the Office of the Child Advocate Fatality Review Panel has the authority to appoint ex-officio members to its Panel, if needed, to provide particular expertise on a case-by-case basis.         
3. Minutes of the September 15, 2008 FRB meeting were reviewed and accepted.  
4. Update on the “Including Our Elders with Disabilities: Aging in Place” Symposium

Mr. McGaughey noted that several weeks ago the Developmental Disabilities Network sponsored a symposium concerning best practices and policy recommendations concerning aging in place for people with disabilities.  One of the catalysts for the symposium was the concerns, which have been raised by the FRB regarding the frequency of nursing home placements and the lack of appropriate care and treatment identified in many of the cases the Board had reviewed.  The symposium resulted in the identification of several overarching principles and ideas for action steps leading to changes in state policy and practice.
5. 2009 FRB Meeting Schedule
The following schedule and locations were proposed: January 12, 2009 in New Haven; March 16, 2009 in New Haven; May 18, 2009 at the Division of Scientific Services in Meriden; July 20, 2009 at the OCME in Farmington; September 21, 2009 in New Haven; and November 16, 2009 in New Haven.  Ms. Barbara Roy will email the 2009 meeting schedule and locations to all members.     
6. Executive Session
7. The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 PM.
The next FRB meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 26, 2009 from 1:00 - 4:00 PM at Sister Anne Virginie Grimes Health Center, across the street from St. Raphael’s Hospital in New Haven.
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