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Protection and Advocacy Advisory Board 
Meeting Minutes 

February 21, 2008 
 

Present:  Walter Pelensky, Margarita Torres, Suzanne Liquermann, Sheila Mulvey, Eileen 
Furey (Chairperson), Christopher Knapp. Phyllis Zlotnick and Peter Tyrell attended via 
telephone.  

Absent: Ann Noble (Board member); Carrie Czerwinski (Board member) and Jim 
McGaughey (Executive Director) 

Staff Members: Gretchen Knauff, Assistant Director; Beth Leslie, Legislative Liaison; and 
Peter Hughes, Program Director. 

 

1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 4:10 PM.  

 

2. Review of December 6, 2007 Minutes:  There were no corrections, exceptions or    
deletions. Heidi Mark made motion to accept minutes. Wally Pelensky seconded the 
motion.  Motion passed. 

 

3. AID update:   
Recent success:  AID substantiated sexual assault in a case that recently went to trial 
in Bridgeport.  Ken Swan, AID investigator testified at the trial and did an excellent 
job.  The victim testified using her communication board and other technology that 
allowed the jurors and others in the courtroom to see her answers.  The testimony was 
emotionally challenging for her but the court accommodated her by allowing her to 
have breaks.  The jury found the defendant guilty of sexual assault.  AID and P&A are 
encouraged by the verdict and hope that it will result in more prosecutors who are 
willing to take cases to trial.    

Interagency MOU:  Beth Leslie and Peter Hughes are working with staff at the 
Department of Developmental Services to update the Interagency MOU.  They have 
added language about the secure server that is now used to send reports back and forth 
between agencies.  They also reworked the language that discusses review of outside 
reports, the registry of offenders, and caretakers who engage in abuse and neglect.  
Peter reported that the draft MOU has been completed but Jim has not seen it. Jim 
wants a commitment that staff of both agencies will follow the updated MOU.   

Cases: Peter reported that AID is working diligently to close cases and that more 
cases have been closed than opened.  The number of open cases has dropped from 
more than 700 to below 500.  AID closed over 100 cases each month for the last 11 
months.   

Investigate/Monitor Graph – Each year Eileen Furey adds to her graph that reflects 
the number of cases reported to AID during the previous year.  The graph reflects 
upward trends during the years that training on Abuse/Neglect is provided. 
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Authority to Investigate:  In addition to state statutory authority to investigate abuse 
and neglect of persons with mental retardation, P&A also has federal authority to 
investigate abuse/neglect for persons with developmental disabilities and/or mental 
illness.  

4.  PAIMI Advisory Council Report – There was no report. The PAIMI Council 
Chairperson was absent. 

 

5. Executive Director Report - Mr. McGaughey is on vacation, Ms. Knauff submitted his                    
report for review and discussion by the Board: 

1) Budget issues – During the past several years, Congress has not increased funding for 
our federal programs and in some cases has decreased the amounts designated for 
these programs.  At the same time, the agency has experienced substantial increases in 
payroll and fringe benefits due to the state collective bargaining processes. P&A 
therefore, is spending more federal money than it receives.  Management staff has 
been working with P&A’s business office at the Department of Administrative 
Services to develop financial strategies to address the issue. These strategies include 
moving a couple of employees off federal funds and onto state funds and cutting 
contract costs, necessary.  Dr. Furey informed the Board members that the Board will 
be cutting costs by offering only beverages at future Board Meetings.  

2) Annual and Year End Reports – The year-end reports required by the federal 
government have been completed and filed with the appropriate agencies. P&A 
represented over 20,000 people last year.  The 2007 Annual Report was completed and 
distributed.  The report focuses more on the stories of the people P&A serves and less 
on statistical information.  

3) PAIMI Council Members Going to NDRN Conference - NDRN asked the PAIMI 
Advisory Council to provide training about prisoners with mental illness.  Susan 
Werboff and two members of the PAIMI Council will be attending the conference.  

4) Priority Setting Process – Our federal grant sources require P&A to solicit input from 
the public about issues affecting people with disabilities.  Every other year P&A holds 
public forums and focus groups to solicit input from people with disabilities, family 
members and the general public.  This information is combined with P&A surveys and 
case experience to develop the properties for the next two years.   

Does the Board want to come to participate in the forums?  Every forum cycle, we 
brainstorm ideas on how to increase attendance at the forums.  It is almost impossible 
to know if the attendance at the chosen forum sites will be good or bad.  The same site 
has had variable attendance. Board members suggested club houses and suggested that 
P&A offer food.  The Board also suggested focus groups such as nursing homes, 
veterans’ hospitals, parents groups and Spanish-speaking groups.   

The Board made many good suggestions for spreading the word about the forums 
including public service announcements in major news papers, CRIS radio, press 
releases, sides of buses and job fairs.  P&A staff was also encouraged to have 
meetings in places where people normally gather such as malls with community rooms 
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or to combine the forum with another event. Ms. Torres suggested attending the 
Transportation and Employment Summit on June 12 and Ms. Liquermann suggested a 
multi-agency forum. Ms. Mulvey thought it would be beneficial to have a focus group 
in a prison setting.    

 

6. Public Forums – Public Forums were discussed during the previous section. 

 
7. Legislative Report – P&A submitted two bills that were not passed in the last legislative 
session. The first bill would establish the Fatality Review Board (FRB) in state statute. The 
authority of the FRB, originally created by Executive Order 25 of Governor John Rowland, 
would be enhanced by inclusion in the Connecticut statutes. The bill would increase the 
number of FRB members to nine professionals with expertise in different disciplines.  2) The 
second bill requires the Department of Correction (DOC) to notify P&A if an inmate commits 
suicide. The bill would also require the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services 
(DHMAS), to report deaths at DHMAS operated facilities.   

Heidi wanted to know if there has been any progress on increasing the allowable income 
amount for people on a “spend down” with the Department of Social Services.  She asked if 
there had been any activity around Medicaid Patients. There are many problems with co-pays 
and quantity issues. 

There is a bill that would require health insurance companies to cover Autism spectrum 
disorders.   

Christopher Knapp would like to donate an actual chair lift for a van. It was suggested that he 
contact NEAT Marketplace.    

 

8. Next Meeting - The next meeting is scheduled for April 17, 2008 at 4PM. 

 

9. Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 6:10 PM. 


