
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Office of Protection and Advocacy for Persons with Disabilities 
Fatality Review Board 

September 16, 2015 
 
 
Present: Mr. Craig Henrici, Professor Timothy Palmbach, Ms. Patricia Mansfield, Mr. James McGaughey, Dr. Gerard 
Kerins, Ms. Lakisha Hyatt (DDS Liaison), and Ms. Anne Broadhurst, Ms. Diana Lincoln, Mr. Peter Hughes and Ms. 
Barbara Roy (OPA staff) 
Absent: Attorney John DeMattia 

 
 

1. General Business  
 

 The minutes from the July 15, 2015 FRB meeting were accepted and adopted. 
 

 There was discussion of DDS End-of-Life materials facilitated by Ms. Hyatt.  Ms. Hyatt summarized 
DDS’s current practice of expediting DNR Orders.  Ms. Hyatt noted that under these circumstances, if the 
statutory requirements for a DNR Order are met, a verbal okay for a DNR Order may be given by the 
DDS Director of Health and Clinical Services and/or the Regional Health Services Director.  Board 
members reviewed Sec. 17a-238 (g) of the CT General Statutes ‘Rights of Persons under the Supervision 
of Commissioner of Developmental Services.’  Board members had no recommendations to the current 
statutory language.          

 
 Ms. Hyatt noted that she will be a presenter at a Department of Public Health (DPH) Trade Association 

meeting on September 17, 2015.  Ms. Hyatt will be sharing information related to the obligation of 
nursing homes to report significant changes in the condition of DDS clients, including hospitalizations 
and deaths, to their respective DDS Case Managers in a timely fashion.  Ms. Hyatt will also share 
additional concerns which have surfaced as a result of the Board’s reviews, such as the implementation of 
preventive care guidelines in skilled nursing facilities, and the failure of facilities to utilize DNR Transfer 
Forms.     
 

2. Executive Session  
 

3. The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 PM. 
 

 

 
The next FRB meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, November 18th, 2015 at the Grimes 

Center in New Haven.  


