
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Office of Protection and Advocacy for Persons with Disabilities 
Fatality Review Board 

May 15, 2013 
 
 
Present: Mr. James McGaughey, Attorney John DeMattia, Dr. Gerard Kerins, Professor Timothy Palmbach, Ms. Lakisha 
Hyatt, and Ms. Anne Broadhurst, Ms. Diana Lincoln, and Mr. Peter Hughes (OPA staff). 
Absent: Ms. Patricia Mansfield and Ms. Barbara Roy. 
 
 

1. The minutes from the March 27, 2013 FRB meeting were accepted and adopted.    
 

2. Mr. McGaughey and Ms. Broadhurst briefly summarized their meeting with representatives from the Department 
of Public Health (DPH), Skilled Nursing Facility Trade (SNF) Association, and Ms. Lakisha Hyatt, Director  of 
Health and Clinical Services for the Department of Developmental Services (DDS), which was held on April 4, 
2013.  Discussion at the meeting concerned the development of a Dysphagia Training curriculum for use in 
skilled nursing facilities.  It was noted that DDS and DPH plan to collaborate on the training curriculum content 
and format, which may include incorporating a curriculum currently in use by DDS into a series of training 
videos.  Mr. McGaughey noted that the Connecticut SNF Trade Association is concerned about this issue, 
independent of the concerns raised by OPA and the FRB surrounding choking deaths, as this is an issue skilled 
nursing facilities are confronting nationwide.          

 
3. Mr. McGaughey and Ms. Broadhurst summarized a meeting held with Commissioners Macy (DDS) and Mullen 

(DPH), which took place with other representatives from DPH and DDS, including Ms. Lakisha Hyatt, on April 9, 
2013.  It was noted that much of the discussion at this meeting concerned how DPH might do a better job of 
providing care to DDS clients residing in skilled nursing facilities.  Mr. McGaughey noted that there was a free-
flowing exchange of ideas at the meeting, which included discussion of the recurrent problem of the lack of 
timely notification on the part of skilled nursing facilities to DDS regarding changes in residents’ conditions, 
including death.  It was noted that this is a problem, which has been difficult to effectively address, despite 
several letters which have been issued to skilled nursing facility administrators reminding them of their statutory 
obligations to report such events in a timely fashion.  Ms. Broadhurst noted that she sent Ms. Barbara Cass, DPH 
Section Chief, Facility Licensing and Investigations, a summary of some of the recurrent issues, which have 
surfaced as a result of the Board’s review of deaths of DDS clients in skilled nursing facilities.  Ms. Cass 
requested this information for her use in a presentation at an upcoming Connecticut Director of Nursing 
Association Conference.  Mr. McGaughey noted that Commissioner Mullen indicated that her Department was 
interested in developing a web-based Nursing Home Report Card for purposes of identifying those nursing homes 
that are doing a good job of delivering care and those that are not doing as well.  FRB members agreed to push for 
and support a legislative proposal, which would advance this idea.  Mr. McGaughey suggested meeting with 
potential allies for such a legislative proposal, including the co-chairs of the Public Health Committee. 
           

4. Ms. Lakisha Hyatt reported on efforts underway to incorporate CPR scenarios into CPR training for public sector 
employees.  Ms. Hyatt noted that she plans to share a number of real-life scenarios, taken from events which have 
been reviewed by the IMRB and FRB, with CPR trainers in the public sector so they can be integrated into the 
training.  Ms. Hyatt also noted that she also plans to share the scenarios with CPR instructors for the larger private 
providers, for use during training.         

5. Executive Session and Case Review   

6. The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 PM. 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 

The next FRB meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 15th, 2013 at the Grimes Center 
in New Haven.  


