
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Office of Protection and Advocacy for Persons with Disabilities 
Fatality Review Board 

January 18, 2012 
 
 
Present: Mr. James McGaughey, Ms. Patricia Mansfield, Attorney John DeMattia, Dr. Gerard Kerins, Ms. Doreen 
McGrath and Ms. Anne Broadhurst, Ms. Barbara Roy, Ms. Diana Macomber, and Mr. Peter Hughes (OPA staff).  
Absent: Professor Timothy Palmbach and Lieutenant David Rice.   
 

1. The Board reviewed the minutes from the November 9, 2011 meeting.  The Board agreed that publishing an 
article commemorating the Board’s efforts over the past ten years was a good suggestion and important to do – 
particularly in contrast to the situation in New York, where no system-wide mechanism apparently exists to 
analyze trends and institute state-wide remedies when warranted.  Mr. McGaughey suggested that work might 
begin on such an article in the late spring.  The minutes were approved and accepted. 
     

2. Mr. McGaughey introduced Ms. Holly Olko, Lead Investigator at the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner 
(OCME).  Ms. Olko briefly summarized her background and current responsibilities.  It was noted that Ms. Olko  
will be attending future FRB meetings, to lend her expertise to those cases involving postmortem investigations 
and findings. 

 
3. Dr. Kerins and Anne Broadhurst briefly summarized the most recent UCONN UCEDD Kennedy Center Training, 

which was held in Norwich, CT on December 13, 2011.  The training was entitled, “Making Sure that Persons 
with developmental Disabilities Get the Best Medical Care.”  It was noted that the training focused on practical 
suggestions to improve medical care at the doctor’s office, in the emergency room, in the hospital and in nursing 
home settings.  It was noted that the workshop’s attendees represented residential services staff, nurses, case 
managers, care coordinators.  It was noted that the training was very well-received.  Next steps might include 
training, which is geared towards physicians, making the training available in other formats (i.e. webcasts, 
videotapes), and tailoring the training to direct service staff.  Dr. Kerins and Anne Broadhurst also noted that the 
training was very well-received.  Attendees particularly appreciated the real-life stories, practical suggestions for 
improving care and interactive nature of the workshop. 

 
4. Executive Session and Case Review 

 
5. The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 PM. 
 

 
 

The next FRB meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 21, 2012 from 1:00 - 4:00 PM 
at the Virginie Grimes Center  


