Office of Protection and Advocacy for Persons with Disabilities
Fatality Review Board
November 9, 2011

Present: Dr. Gerard Kerins, Professor Timothy Palmbach, Ms. Doreen McGrath and Ms. Anne Broadhurst, Ms. Barbara
Roy, Ms. Diana Macomber, and Mr. Peter Hughes (OPA staff). Absent: Mr. James McGaughey, Ms. Patricia Mansfield,
Attorney John DeMattia and Lieutenant David Rice.

1. There were no minutes to report on from the September 14, 2011 meeting.

2. The Board reviewed and discussed a recent article, which was published in the November 5, 2011 edition of the
New York Times, “In State Care: 1,200 Deaths and Few Answers.” The article concerned deaths of people with
developmental disabilities in New York who are receiving state-funded care. The article points out New York’s
apparent lack of effort to investigate these deaths, as well as its failure to identify specific systemic problems
which led to these fatalities. The Times reported that in contrast to the current state of affairs in New York,
Connecticut does have a system-wide mechanism in place to review individual deaths, analyze trends and take
state-wide corrective action where warranted. It was noted that Connecticut’s DDS Commissioner Macy was
quoted in the article. Ms. McGrath noted that she had spoken with the New York Times reporter, who requested
additional information regarding the training DDS provided to staff following the identification of several
preventable choking deaths in 2006. The Board suggested that the FRB write an article, to be published in the
spring of 2012, which would provide a descriptive review of the Board’s process, analysis of data, findings and
recommendations. It was noted that such an article would serve to memorialize the Board’s efforts over the past
ten years. Board members suggested that publishing such an article in a professional journal would provide a
national audience for the results of our work.

3. Board members present recommended that the Board request that a staff member from the Office of the Chief
Medical Examiner attend future FRB meetings, for the purpose of bringing additional information to the meetings
regarding those cases where a OCME investigation and/or postmortem examination has been performed. It was
suggested that if the Chief Medical Examiner or Associate Medical Examiners are not available to attend, the
Board request the presence of Ms. Holly Olko, OCME Lead Investigator.

4. The following 2012 FRB meeting dates for 2012 were reviewed and accepted, pending the availability of the
Grimes Center: 1/18, 3/21, 5/16, 7/18, 9/19, and 11/28.

5. Executive Session and Case Review

6. The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 PM.

The next FRB meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 18, 2012 from 1:00 - 4:00 PM
at the Virginie Grimes Center



