STATE OF CONNECTICUT
OFFICE OF MILITARY AFFAIRS

JUSTIN BERNIER

Executive Director

February 18, 2009

The Honorable Christopher J. Dodd
United States Senate

448 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Dodd:

I request your support for two important military construction projects at U.S.
Naval Submarine Base New London (SUBASE) in Groton. Your support will help
SUBASE fulfill its national security missions and remain a major economic engine in
Connecticut.

The State Bond Commission recently approved a grant of $7.65M for
infrastructure improvements on SUBASE. If accepted by the Navy, as expected, the
funds will be used to build a new diver facility and to replace an aging boiler power plant.
This initiative is historic; never before has a state invested significant construction funds
into a federal military facility.

More remains to be done before the next Defense Base Realignment and Closure
(BRAC) round, which could come as early as 2013. Two projects that would improve
SUBASE’s military value are a MK-48 torpedo magazine and a torpedo/tomahawk shop.
The projects are instrumental to the safe and efficient handling of ordnance on the base’s
waterfront. Moreover, they are priorities of Navy Installations Command and the
SUBASE Commanding Officer. A brief description of each project follows:

MK-48 Torpedo Magazine $7.40M
Ordinance crews currently work inefficiently in cramped torpedo storage
facilities. They are required to move heavy loads in constrained spaces with great
risk of injury. The new facility will provide direct operational support for the 17
fast attack submarines homeported at SUBASE.

Torpedo/Tomahawk Shop $10.80M
The new shop will have compartmentalized cells with modern blast walls,
reducing the explosive safety arc of the facility. The project will improve
operations by allowing the co-location of MK-40 torpedoes and Tomahawk
missiles. The existing torpedo shop, built in 1957, has exceeded its expected
service life.
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Both projects have been approved in the Navy’s long-term military construction
plan, so they represent sensible spending priorities for Congress. However, due to
limited resources, the Department of Defense may not fund either project before FY
2015, several years later than initially expected.

I would be glad to provide you and your staff additional information or assistance
that you may require to submit a funding request for the FY 2010 military construction
bill.

Thank you for your consideration. With your vigorous support for these projects,
Team Connecticut will keep the Submarine Capital of the World in Groton, where it
belongs.

Sincerely,

Office of Military Affairs

Note: Similar letters were sent to Sen. Lieberman, Rep. Delauro, Rep. Larson, Rep.
Courtney, Rep. Murphy, and Rep. Himes




