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Governor Rell Declares February 26, 2007 Patient Advocate Day in Connecticut to Underscore Access Issues and Need for Healthcare Reform 
Hartford, CT (February 26, 2007) — Governor M. Jodi Rell signed a proclamation declaring February 26, 2007 Connecticut Patient Advocate Day.  Patient Advocate Day affirms a State’s commitment to stand in voice and action as an advocate for the patient, based on principles such as:  

· Access to prescribed healthcare is a basic human need and a shared societal responsibility across all Americans;

· All patients, even those experiencing financial hardship, need access to timely medical care, and the opportunity to make well-informed medical decisions;

· Continued, collaborative, and creative efforts among all levels of government, private industry, health care providers, and citizenry are required to overcome the challenge of ensuring healthcare to those in need and obstacles to progressive, fair, fiscally sound, and effective healthcare for all.

Governor Rell stated in the Proclamation that “Connecticut is dedicated to promoting effective, sound and fair healthcare for all its citizens, and I encourage all citizens of the State of Connecticut to support efforts to increase the availability of patient advocates . . . .”

Connecticut Volunteer State Policy Liaison with the National Patient Advocate Foundation and Executive Director of Connecticut-based Advocacy for Patients with Chronic Illness, Inc., Jennifer C. Jaff, promoted the initiative with the Governor on behalf of Connecticut’s patient population. 

"Now, more than ever, advocates are needed to help consumers navigate the tangled web of healthcare and healthcare financing in Connecticut," said State Healthcare Advocate Kevin Lembo.  "Patient Advocate Day not only celebrates professional advocates, but recognizes the positive impact that children, and spouses, and friends can have when they make sure that the patient's interests always come first."

Jennifer C. Jaff, Esq., Executive Director of Advocacy for Patients with Chronic Illness, Inc., thanked Governor Rell.  “We applaud Governor Rell’s initiative to help ensure universal access to medical care by stressing the important role that patient advocates play.  Connecticut has been a leader in providing patient advocacy through the Office of the Healthcare Advocate, as well as other State agencies.  We appreciate the ability to work with State officials to ensure that Connecticut residents’ medical needs are met.”

The proclamation that Governor Rell signed is part of a national initiative by the National Patient Advocate Foundation to celebrate patient advocacy and brings to 16 the total number of proclamations signed by Governors nationwide.  By signing the Connecticut Day proclamation, Governor Rell joins her fellow Governors from Arkansas, Iowa, Kentucky, Missouri, Nevada, New Mexico, New York, South Carolina, Texas, Utah, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, and Wyoming, who have already proclaimed a Patient Advocate Day.  
About Advocacy for Patients with Chronic Illness, Inc.

Advocacy for Patients with Chronic Illness, Inc. is a Farmington, Connecticut-based nonprofit that provides free legal information, advice and advocacy services to patients with chronic illnesses in areas including health and disability insurance, Social Security disability, employment discrimination, and educational equity.  Patients and families in need of advocacy services can contact Advocacy for Patients at (860) 674-1370 or by visiting www.advocacyforpatients.org.

