Health Net's reversal becomes official
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Shelton-based Health Net will send its Medicare Part B subscribers formal notice today that they won't have to pay costly co-payments on life-saving chemotherapy drugs. 

The Center for Medicare and Medicaid announced Tuesday that it is endorsing Health Net's plan to rescind a 20 percent co-pay on chemotherapy drugs and injectible treatments. 

Health Net, with 33,000 subscribers to its Medicare Smart Choice plan, is Connecticut's largest Medicare Medical Advantage provider. The decision means 3,000 elderly consumers who are receiving cancer treatment will collectively save at least $6 million. 

Vicky Veltri, general counsel to the Office of the Healthcare Advocate, said she was impressed with Health Net's decision to rescind the co-payments. "They weren't legally bound to do what they did." 

Oncologists, cancer patients and their family members blasted Health Net's original plan, and said the company did not adequately notify its customers of the change, which could have cost some patients thousands of dollars for a full regimen of treatment. 

"This puts Health Net in the position of being one of only two or three health plans that don't charge some co-pay for chemo and injectibles," Veltri said. 

Health Net spokeswoman Alice Chaves Ferreira said the managed-care plan rescinded the co-payments out of a desire "to continue to provide affordable, high quality health care." 

Government regulators had approved the original fee escalation months ago. As a result of the Center for Medicare and Medicaid's action, Health Net will notify its subscribers of its coverage change through a letter that is being sent out today. 

MariAn Gail Brown, who covers regional issues, can be reached at 330-6288.

