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Introduction  
 
The Head Start Act (as amended December 12, 2007) requires the Head Start State 
Collaboration Offices (HSSCOs) to conduct a needs assessment of Head Start grantees in their 
State (including Early Head Start grantees) in the areas of coordination, collaboration and 
alignment of services, and alignment of curricula and assessments used in Head Start programs 
with the Head Start Child Outcomes Framework and, as appropriate, State Early Learning 
Standards. 
 
The Head Start Act also requires the HSSCOs to use the results of the needs assessment to 
develop a strategic plan outlining how Head Start grantees will be assisted to meet the 
requirements of the Head Start Act for coordination, collaboration, transition to elementary school 
and alignment with K-12 education. HSSCOs must also annually update the needs assessment 
and strategic plan and make the results of the needs assessment available to the general public 
within their State.  Results are aggregated to fulfill this intent. 
 
The purpose of gathering this information is to identify the needs of Head Start grantees in the 
specified areas and inform the activities of the annually revised strategic plan for the HSSCO. 
 
 
Head Start and Early Head Start in Connecticut 
Currently, there are 28 Early Head Start and Head Start programs (grantees and delegate 
agencies) in Connecticut, a number of which provide both Head Start and Early Head Start 
services.  This now includes one Early Head Start program funded through the MIECHV.  
According to the 2013-2014 Head Start Program Information Report programs provided services 
to 52 pregnant women and 7,844 young children birth to age five and their families during the 
2013-2014 program year, a decline in capacity of 13% from 2012-2013. Total funded enrollment 
for 2013-2014 and 2012-2013 declined as well, shown with percent change in Table 1 below.  
 
Table 1. Funded Enrollment for 2013-2014 and 2012-2013 with Percent Change 

 2013-2014 2012-2013 Percent Change 
ACF funded Head Start and Early Head Start 5,980 6,360 -6.0% 
State Head Start Supplement 380 398 -4.5% 
MIECHV Early Head Start 36 36 0 
Total Funded Enrollment from all sources 6,883 7,281 -5.5% 

 
The decline in overall funded enrollment primarily resulted from program actions taken in 
response to sequestration and unable to be reversed sufficiently to resume prior capacity. 
 
Connecticut continues to have a sizeable achievement gap and notable rates of poverty.  It is a 
state made up of resource extremes.  Head Start and Early Head Start grantees and delegates at 
the community level continue to forge impressive and productive partnerships to engage the most 
needy young children and families in their communities and meet the needs of the families they 
serve.  Each year new partnerships emerge and existing partnerships become stronger as 
reflected in the findings and interpretations of the needs assessment survey again this year.   
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