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ln thb rrricb. otrorltrb md p*lctar mih prcrd diltdon ryndror m dircurrd. A rtftrrnrtrdot fotpr,
ing o lhc rlhurd d|ld il troFtc4 !d tla ctlldru il! drrlt d&3drt d frm ortrr ct{tdq r}o rtr|6 or
rtfrr caH riabrpte frlbrriu rrdo orr{nrrc frrr qiaf ofmt crfcarhlarmt irlrda'
ttulG't. Afiadsrrrf ofco.ulhnhg 6oo rtttG|cdbatrr{ crqolrmdhtcoullhldit'doo in
clildrer. ircbdnf 1fl43 lrrdtd c.rflict r hrnilrtiag ryrrr&r+ Fnilrl gano.rdl&r rad bc{rrlotr.6o-
lru6dtLiFto.,radgdcdort-t*r!.oo- ftcrsfurcrdcrmrlbttracdgltofdccfildtc4*.
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Tho rngry etionrtioa of e child 6om a garcar follwing cprntion rrd divolcc hrr drasn
cmridonblc e8crlim ia curtody dirputor for mao thrn l*o dccrdor lrrd. tnorc Eccntly. has
gercrrled conridcreblc lcgel. prycholoflcal, urd rudle-brod oonrrorcny. Tho clinicrl ptrc-
nancnonof lho chiH'r rtridcd rcJocrim ofa peruil, gcocnlly *cdmputiodby rnong rcsie-
truco orrofurd to viri( wer originrlly dcrcribcd er r pthologicd dlgrmcnt bctwen an
f,nto, pl lnt ltld ur oldcr child c adolcccent lhet arorc fmur thc dynemftx of thc rcp.rrtion,
incloding th ciild-r mrrrirn io thc divqe (Sldlcneln & lGlln 196, l98O). Grrdnor
(l9"tit, 19t?) hcr coincd thc hbcl lrr rntol albnalot rrndn nc {PAS) to dccrribo a
di4nonblc disordcr in th,c child ocorring itr drcoontc*tof ecurtody dirputc, rlrd it is thit
endtythrtbergcacrrcdbdtrcottrtrhdicrccptrerrrdaroatncgrrirc,rcrpurrc.Gr&cr
(1990) dgsribod PA$rr echiH'rcampalgn ofdarigration{rinrt r psrcnt 6!t h.3 nojrutifi-
cedon and lhrt rcnrltr fum thc combinrion of trrrcontituting frtcr: rln progremoiag a
brdorarhiog by ano prDnt Jd thc chldl own concibudonc ro tfto vilifcerion of, frc tergot
plrcnL Hc notcr thet tbc indcrinrting prront lr uuelly hc motlrc rlrd rhrr hhc dlqrtionr
of rcmal rhuo rro conrmon.

Tbc cmtmverry rcgrding PAS hg focu*d on r ntmbrr of cridcicrrc. only rcmc of
wMcb rill bc dircurrod h* (r* rlro thllcr, l99t; Wiltirmr,2(Dl frhir irlucl). Fiilr end
fatmoet, PAS fqrrcr rlmct elclnrivoly on tho elicnrting prart u tho aiologkd agcnt of
tho cttildt alknrion. Thit ir oot arppctcd ty cooridcnbhclidc{ roccrrch thlt drorn drrt
ln highconfibt diroreo. rnrny prrcn& on$3c in indoctinetiag bctrvicr. hrl only a rmell
prupation of chlldran becortrc Jiodcd (Jobndon. 1993). la orhcr crroa if can bo rhono
thrr ranp chitdtcr (aryccidly rdolcrooru) dcrclop unjurrificd rnimority, rcgarivc balicfr.
urd fren of r prrcnt ln thc rhcnco o( rlioorting bohrvian by r prrcnr (Jdnrton, 1993).
ttonc+rticortia bchnrior byrprraru lercitlrcrrruftbntncr reasrycorrditioo fqe
ctn'ld to bocuo dtcadod.

Socod, Galncrbu fcdaod edcflirio of PrtJ ttar includoc itr gpothcdad otie
lcdcrl r&ffi tlc., rn rllanrtirt prat rrtd I tEcrptiuc drild). Tbls rendsr t& ttroay of ho
crur of PAS unihifi$lc bccln ir h tfsrolodcd S.c.. bu, by &finirho). Thirl bGcilri
tlsr ir oo 'coranroaly ccognia4 or onpidcdly vodfcd p.rlnSced+ cnunc, frmitht
pen 6 tlrlmlt rctortioo' of tDc pmbhm dPAS. it cenmr gopaly bo cqrddord r
dia3nortic ryn&ooc ec dctrnod by thc Arucicrrt nydiuric Arrcirdon (199/t). trPAS i3
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colrsldcred a "gouping of rignr rrd ryrnptomr,Luod ol thclr ftroqucnt co,.occurcncc,,, it
could bc couidcrcd r nondidgnostlc ryndooc, hrt thb $cdr ao ll3h on ceusc, pogrrolir,
tad hc.tnrcat of thcrc bchrvion. Harqi thr tcm P[.S docr mt rdd rry informrtion drat
valld calightcn thc cour! tbo cliniclu, or ficlr cliont$ dt of wbom *ould bo bott t t.",.d
by a mm rpocilic dcrdptiol of tbs chltd'r bchrvic ln thc contcrt of hir orhcr femity.
Fourh' urhg thc tcrminolqjy of r nredicahyt&omc to crpfiln drc bchrvic af frmily rocid
ryttaru a4cadcrs conuovcr4r rmoq3 nratrl hcddr pofcsrtoarlr of dificrunr philonphi-
cal aicntrlion lrd lreining, anrrrins fui tbo ertldlty of PrtS rritl coatinuo to bG dcbjldd.
Ftndln tbcro ir r rolrtiw rl'ctncc of rny crnpiricrl s rcrcllclr $rpport for thc nlieble i{cnti-
ficetiol ofPt{S, othcr thrl Grldxr'r (lrd odotproponarb')clinlcrl cxpcrirnco ud .crgcrt
tc*imoay." It ir unforrrulo tbl mrny of orrdncrrr publlcrdonr hrvc ben rlf-ptlirhod
rn4 thadors, hnlq not bcrcfitcd fron tha rnrrhy of rha bgcc cmmunity of pcar
lgltiCrg6ft.

Allcglionr ofPAS hevc bccomo r fuhionrblc lcgrl rtntcay in numcrans divorpo crscr io
whidrcNldnn rrc rurirrirqcotrr wirh r prcnt, withort duorcgrd fcpocsiblc hiaric
t€.toor for rrch rcd*rnco $ittuh tbo lnarlld homo aor fq thc childrcn'r rcletioruhip wlth
bott pcnr (Itrn4 l97r' 199?b; ftlrh & Borc, l ggl). Mat coaborqriel rc thc rrdicd
tccmncd*ioor bufolbrr&romGttrcr'rvlcwrhetrnrlicartlagprcntirtlrcpinclpd if
nol thcroloceurcof thcpmblcttt- In rcrclo crrcrof PrlS.hcrccmrncudrchugfag autody
(plecing tlrc child with ttG'trcd'pucnt) rr qlclt rr o&or prnitirro re.rsr!:3 thil hrrc
tc*ulld for ianrrco' in lho drild'r dcbntion hJurcnilohU or lnpuicnt prychi$ic frcilit ,
rdlor thc jriliag td fioia3 of thc ol&ldlag grcaC

Tbc |adircriminlc uo of PAS tcrurlnolqy ht lcd o widcrpmrd confurion rnd mirur
dcrrtrnling in judisid. lGSr[ rnd pryclrologlcrl cldc.ln rhr Unft{ grrrcr. ssnrJurirdic-
tlqu lu now qfacttag crpcn rrlncr tcrtlnrory on FAS brrod on tbc tdghcr sotdrrdr fa
rdntrsibifity of cvidooco @tdncd ln hsbttt u ManlU hv phannccuttcatt (lgyt ,
which hew hsoly roplred thc Fryc (l%3) lrndrrdr ln mort detcc (Nctron & Downlng.
I99; Wlllirmr,2fl)l;Wood. 1991). tathalrrl*coomuaity, thacooccptofpAS hrscrcrbd
itr opn gcrdcr politicr, rr frthcr'r ri3hr 3mrpr lrd uromca'r dvocrlcr hevc rcrpcaircly
cnltod, uc4 rnd rclhin3ly rujcctd Gurdncr,r fomulrddn. Screrrl llbb rlrcr dcvorcd to
PAS ac frcquortly vidtr4 Tho rnod,ir loo hrr utcrcd dro rhbrle wiEr crtcnriw rroritx ud
iotrcrlisrrioil, ronrc ndl-bdurccd joarultrtic rcpord4 ud otborr rcnsetionetired rnd
on+'ridcd (Crrpontcr & t6opu, t998e 1998b l9Scl Frmjhcr lt RodcbugL 1989; Clold-
rnittr, l999iSbvcnr. 19061'196b;lhancr, 1996)..lrnciortcadvolovbrvof thorupport
fr. rnd rojoction o,f,.PAs ir bcyod tb rcogr of ttdr ndclc hl crn bc fornd cbcwtrore
(Oewrrll Rivlia, l99l ; thlbr, l9t; CHlcq 192, l99t;Ncboo&Dorvning. 1999; Ru4
1997r. r9fib; Tlrbq t99{; Wd&or & Jordl 1996; WiUrnr, 2Ot).

Oiwa hclrckofomphicel ruppctfrrPASrr ldlrlrortlccndg, tha bcrinf oftcrdnony
rbot PAS ia romccourtmcrf So orcrly dnplidh fqn oo tho brrinuntlfag prcnt rr tlrc
Ftnry cdolqSlc rgcotr lld thc fnquGltqlr*pllcrdor of Grrdcr'r pAS $nory to meny
dtvcncphcoornonroccurda3bc,ldtdernodydbplol6acLrcrtthrlrccdiortforauhE
r tDmo urefut coocgporlizlba ltrtl PAs, IDdoi4 tlrcc rys rrny cu*ody ritudoru in
whi'c.b qucdmr rborrr dicodoo ubc thrt nad b bc crroircd rad undcrrrmd ro racoilr-
ncad ctrocdvc Qrt rod pryc$olo6lcrl lnrrvcodou fcr tho frdly.

Thirrdcloprcrcatrrfrrnllyryucmbroulrtboryrdolthcrltoodcdchild,endtlroco
th^r fotlory focu qr lcal rd prrtholo&rt crrG mrrltrreotr Ecrsrtrltrt whcrc child
dicnrtton lr suaocto( tlsryqrdc port wtdr dicardchlldroil rod rbdr imili:* rd e
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vicw of percntd dionuion from thc bcnch (Johnston. Wattcrs, & &icdlradc, ?JOl lthir
ierucl; l.ec & Olclr;n,t$ll [tl{r irgucl;Sulliven& Kelty,200l [thir ir*rchWilliam8.200l ),

IIIBALIBN TEI) CHILD: A NEW fORMttLAftON

Thir formulalion propotcrs l,o focut on the dicnetcd child nthcr than on prrcntal alico.
ation. Anal&aatcd chiH b &finodharc u onc who crprcrrcs, ftccly rrrd pctrirtonly. $$icr-
ronablc ncgrtirc fccliqr and bclicfr (rudr rs antcr. hrtrrcd, rcJctioa, ardor fcar) 16ved r
prrcnt thNt rrg tignificlttlydLproportionrb to thc child'r rctud crporicncc with that pftnL
Fron thir vicuryoinr. tha Frnicida bchavlorsof e fogrunming.prcat rrcno longerthc
rterting point" Rldrr, tho pmblem of tho alicnrrod chiH beginr wirh e primrry focuc on rbo
chil4 Nr or hcr obravrblc boheviorq ud prront-ctrild rolrtiorutripr. ThIr objcctirrc rnd
ncutral frur cnablcr tlr profcssiorub inroltrd in hc curtody dirpula to comldcr wbcrb€r
thocbild 8tr [E&frnitiqr of rn rticnrtcdcbildrnd, if ro, to&c?rmcpbclusirefr&nctilort
fc asecsring why thc child is now rojccting r porcnt and rcfusing contact.

DISIINGT'INTNG ALIEITIATIEII CBII,DTE}T
FNOM OTEN CIIIIIINDN WNO NE$II'T V! TTATTON

It L crfuicd to diffrrcntisb ths dlonatad child (who penirtcntly rcfiacs nrqt rcjcctr virirr-
lion bccuro of unrcrrcubb ngrtirlo viryr end fcolingr) frmr odr{ chit&m wto rbo
rcalrtcontrct*lthrp&qtrftcrrcprntionbutfca wriayofacmd.rcdistic,rndcdcrcl-
opolaatrlly crpocteblc raerooa Tbo o0cn h divre eiorerioru, dl youqrcrt rcsilting virilc
with e plcat rrc inpopcrty t$cld alilnated. And frcqucntlt, prraou urtro qucrtion thc
vduc of viriurion in tbcu dnrdoo rrc quicldy btr/rn ahadrv Fancnu.

Thcroaromultiplertrroruthlchitdrlnrecirtvirfuaion,rndonlyia wry4ncificcirrum.
stroc€t doat thie bcbrvia qulify re dicnrtion. Tbcrc rcsonr iacludo roci$tdcc roolcd in
oonrnl dcvclopmcntel proccrlcc (o.9., noraul rcprndon anrioticr iE thc wry yqrng cbild),
rcsidencoroccdpinrrilyintbchlSh+mflictrDrriagcuddlvorce(s.g..fcuuindflityo
copo with tb hlgtr€nflicttnaridcr) Esiltmco in rurponrc to I prnnt'r p:anting stylo
(o.g,, dgldity. ugcr, c inrouitivfoy tothocNld), rtci;tancl uidng ftrom tho cbild'r cooccrn
rbolt an mdodly ftgilc curtodid pmnt (o.g; fcu o{ lceving rlrir plrcat rlooc}. rod
rcrirtrrcc rriringfom tha rcmrrirgO ofrparcnl(c.9., bchrviorrof drc prrcntorxlepiroot
thrtdtcrwitli4nartovirit).(SeJ$nrtcr. 1993.,Iohrton&Xoecby, t99I:Wdlcnrcin&
lGlly,19t0.)

A OOrtTmntM ot cutr DDAEItrr ru.AmoNsffn6
AIIII TilPATATTON AIiID DIYIONCE

Cbildrcn'r rclalorhip. tocehFlot eicrrcpredm and dlvrrcscm be oonccptrulizcd
dong r cootlnuuoof poitht brptirt (vith tb nct ncgxlw bningdboation)rr shorvn
in Figurc l.

futfuc nlatitwhlpt vfhbth pttnn At ilto rot bcdthy rod bonijn cd of thir cor
tinuun rrcthotnqidity ofrp.ruoddrildnn rhohrrcporitivoclalionrhipc rith bothpr-
anb, vrhn boilr plsntr, rod clorrly wfub to rpcod rignificrnt (rnd romaincr cqurl)
rmourtrof tinctithorchprrcntAtlocr|Il|plo. l3-yrr.oldJotrnnilcdrqrttya3dnrtlb
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Frguru f . t coGttttrttr d chil&atl nlah& vtx pw dtct tf|!,atta d dtwrce-

Eotbcr wtre wrs inrirting tbrt rhl bcourc thc prinury crrctetcr in tbo custody dfupotc ud
thca sri<f pleintivcly. 'sho doon'l undcntrod drrr r Ud ncx/; brt hir modrcr rnd
frthcr. . , . I gct difforcnt ttrirgr from rny mon and ny drd."

AEnry wtrtonc pnnt. AJro rt&o podtirc ud hcrttfryoodof lhccoltiluum rrpronrc
childrcrr who hlrt an affinity for ono parcnt (rccPitu! t)bot dorirc conrinulty end oon6ct
wiilr bdtt p&Gnlr. By rcaron of tampcnnan|, glrd.rl agc, rharld Intaocts,,riblin gprc.fet-
clcar of p_rrcnt+ end parcn&rgprrcdccr, thcro chlldrur fccl rnuch clorr to ono prrcnl dren
thc otts.Itir tmpooilto lotobrtrschefidthrrarydriftovcr dnrcwirhchrr3lng&?El-
opmcntrl nadr ud dtutiou. Although ticr: otttdroa uray occrrionelly crpGrr |ll orrc(t
prcfcruncc for r ptrgnt, thoy ttill wlu rubrtandrl contrct with rnd loro from bodr prrcntr.
Bct[ an t l-ycr-old, crphind rhat rhe lornd bodr hor percau but rcrlly litcd doing'gid
thingr" with hcr mom lita drcpping rnd rrlldng So. rh. dd, ,,I rrant b livc with rny rnun e
bit ncc thlr rny da4 brrt I rcelly wrnt to rcc hln, too.,.

Allld cilldnn Furrhcrdoq thc con{nutrtt uschiliur who hewdcwto@ an rlliuca
wlth ona panant (rco Figu! | ). ltarc rrc chll&an who dcoonrtnlc r crprrm r conrirtcnt
prcfcrtrrcofo epcrcatdrrrln3nrrtqc c*prrtlon mdofton wrntlimhcd corrrt witbrhc
nonprcfcrrcdprront dtctrcprntlon. Unllle thcdlcruldcblld, chlldrcn atllod wirhopprr-
cnt goncnlly do not conrPlctcly rcJoct thc othrr Flgnt or to* to trcrnrilats elt contrl Mort
oftcn,lhoy cxprcs mrnc rnHvrlonco to,nrd thb p.sonl lrrtudilg engar. ntrrces, rird tovr,
rr $EIl |' rcdrt|lrcc to coDtr6t.

Such rllirnccr bct*unclJldrcnradprrona rnl3htrrLa fron Intcnrornrriulconflictrnd
Orwtd mrrittt dynenicr iu whlcb 60 chttdrGr worc racanrl3cd to trlc ridcr a crry hoatlo
tnclrfgct ed might intanrify follorda3 rpentton Mcl qfton. rllhnccr rrirs in oldcr
rchoolr6ocbildrcrr inrcryoorbthcdynruricrofthoraRrrrtlonrlnrlvingctrlldroo'rmsd
errc|rrrttrt rnd Judirnent rbour *ilcb proert c*ti..d tlto dlvuco, rho lr rnort hrrt nd vul-
ncnblc, rnd who rccdr c dcrarvor tlc cbild,r rftrglrnco rnd tupport

Mrrircrprad hcrrrgorthcrmothcrfr'iutrirymydrd,r llfcud my lift t Sho't fttnk-
ingmlyof lrccalf.. .. shc'r rcrcplt'Thcrn3cr lrd udnsrrof thtr l3-:rcar-otd rbu$rho
ditotcc coqiofttcd witb hcrfrtrc/r fucly rrpcrcdutcrd hir wifc rndpriu. lr{ridr rnorr,l
ortryo. Includiqg hcr laitLly enpwod nbb to lfro 1116 trr fr6ar, mr quirc ruppcrirc of
rnd gtel$lig to hirn Io O&ing frEih.r rfth thr nodrta, Mrrfr rchnudcdgcd quidrty tbil
thc lot/od hcr rmtbcr, hd bcoo ctoro !o hlr drllS thc nrrirgc, ed lercr corrcc&d ther
mrltc lhc sould *rnt r rpcrd drnc wldr bob prnntr
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Thcrc rbong alllarrcq, and thc rconpalying cxprclrimr of rnorl outngc rnd coD-
tc|llpl,rsmstofuatcnpotrryiftbocfiiHhuenopporrrnitytoproccrelbo*prrlioDvtcl
etlrrrqfrtorfu*odod$ltorwhcnthccocrflictrubcftlcc- Bril$syhightdrooorsolidrrcisb
rnoiahudanodrllgorncntrorercndhnationindrccontcrtofrtidrdtlccowtrhpoarctcd
lilfgrdon rnd mry r!$rlt h r{roag 16ir1or,co ro vhiting. Ttrc tcy frtor dirtinggfuhhg tles€
youogttcrrftomchildc,ashorrdicnrtcdirthrtrnctrli$cdchild.Gnanrbhto*tnowl-
cdgp(romainrcr bcgrdgingly) fretthcy low thcodrcrprcnrhljrurdonorUle bciog with
fum or wut tlnt mrch coDt$t rl thir poin in dmc. Furthornorc. thoy do nA cogagc irr thc
ficrco, hittlo rorronrtntionr rnd cnrcl bdrrvlorr towrrd tlc rcintcd prrtnt cotrunonly
obccrvtd in thc rlionncd chikt thry rrc oftcn protoctirr of ttre profcnod prrurt *'trom thcy
pcrpoiw u woudcd eod oocding ttcir full ancntion-

Esuangcdchildrtn Childrcn *hororoelirdcally cstrrngcd from mcof tlrcirparontr ere
cotuc$rnco o,f dut percnt'r hietcy of frmily vloloncc, rhrq or ncgtccr nccd to bo clcrrly
dirtinsuithcdfromdicnlodchll&,on(eccFrgurr t). Amory lhirgurprrochildrcn *frorrc
cenngcd l r crrauluirc rcatlf of obccrvirg rcpcrted violsrco or crplorivc oufinn of r
prcorduiqttro nrrrirgoorrflcrrcprrdon, or *lro wcrglhcrruclycr tbs tsBcof violcnco
and rbruiwbotrevhr fromOrirperunt. Ofua thcycanonly fool refccnough torcjoct thc vio-
lcnt or eburiw prrtat sftor tlr rcpention.

hir inportrrtto notcth"tchildroa do mt havo nbcdircct sim toviolcncqthachiH
nocdmlyroothc aScrmdofthodolcrrccqbolcftinthocrcof rvirrimpucntwtroir trru-
netizod by rovqo nritel rhuc. Aad drildmn elro ccn bo barrnatizcd by m rc of violomc
*ral fromrn dultlgcnpcctiw mi$tnothrtr hcn vtrt siorn riqirrioru. Soqrc ciildta
hrvr cxpcrioocod rn orty bumtlic ircidcnt involvlry crcorivo fqco c rhrrc ourud a
hmily rt€mbc3 6{'drr rcprndol crcalatcr lnfo e pou,Erful fually lcgout thet cu confb'
uta to child dicortloo io edditiar to aEengffiicnt. Thc mir of intonro mtor touild tho abu-
eivc puent rtd ptnbic t*ioor to thrt percat ceurcd by rubcorcciour fear of reteliedoo
loolr likc dioortiot. But unlilc dbortd drildrcn, thc anengod drildnn do not hrftor
urrrcrronrbto rogcr endor fcer. In dl of ttrcc crrr. thc importrrtrcrron for dietin6uiebing
cltildrctr wlro hrvc crporicncod faorily violoncc fron thoro who rrc dionerd ir ftat lhcy
gcncnlly nocd a port-tnrumrtic tt$ir dirordcr intcrruntion rt thc outral Only rftar thc
daune hrr bocn propcrly ddrcrscd rhould onc conddcr whcthcr intorvsntionr for dion-
rdon rc rrcrary (xc Le & Olcur,2001).

Abcryouqgtran rrc ortnrrgcd inrtspoor tofor,cro parurhl dcficicocicr, includiog pcr-
riricnt immmtrE rad eolf+mtcrcd bchrvicr: clrrudc qnotionel rhr* of thc child or pro-
fcnod prraaC phydc.l rhrc thtt gocr undotcctc4 cberrlomlqgiqly mgry, tigid' end
ru*icdvo pendof $tlai rdmrcbi.ficdLnrbocomrobtrmorbub thrtgrxly im*
fttlr wilb prratlag c{tddcr ard hnity fundontl3; Ono ycrr lfrlr dr-r'ca, Rlchrd
l@ rcpcrtodty otir thcrqirtrad roodilorrbant Nr urycnt dodn !o ocrro hevilg con-
trt rib hir mohct, wih wbom hc rar living bdf tlro t'rnr. Now qgo I l, $durd quictly
dcrcdbcdbcrrr

nlry { th dr, . . . lr'r llb &c'r rtlcdnq Ddr in lny tnin. I cn't comlc t ls
t!{$". . . I bran uc rll qy cnsly jutrto (rt cdrd-

l|b blru oy bdr. . . . th rryr hct tlrd4 m rgrid hrJurt lilc oy Drudrcr *rr. lul
tbc rn nry arar hdinjr, nd rb rot beJaa tt - ll nutcr mr ro oi - .. tbra, rd rt o lb.t
rto l|cs to ttaait rbotr rb|r drd trp.. nrcrrpis bdlac hcr 'cro: shc'r thc rdull md
fnjortrUd.
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It b imPstent to rcttorrlcdgc rhrt it ir r hcaltby nrponrc whon clrildrcn, rnmo ofton In
letctlrtcrryordolcrconcc,lindly &vclop romccrprcfiy rodri$,mdccchoiccr, rrddi]
tutcolb.mrcbgfon thecocoriuccfrccs ofr pcroil $'ho b urrdtrbh, coufurcndy tnrdo-
quJc, & rbudrc. Thchcrnqgarcat ir r rcroocd, rdrplrr, clf-dfunrcilg. and prdcctira
d$ce thrt hu lcd ro ognithc rnd rftcduc difforcilJdm of thcir puGnts. chit&cn rc
c*nntcd typicdly wirh to rorcrcly lirnlt coatrst wlth 0rlr dcffcicnt or frightaring parcnr,
bu it ir lclr cooldroo to rcfurc vidb dtogdhcr.

unfoduodcln thc rcrpoarr of thcn rcrlirticrlty crh.lgGd childr€a folloving rcpr r-
don rrr comnooly td incorttctly iatctprctad rnd plryd out in artody dtrprur rr pAS
cur. Ttra &ficicnt rbudve. orviolcnt percnt frcErattyrcurcr fioorhcrprtpntof rllcnrl-
ing thc child eSrintt him orhcr. llry vlgoruudy rcrl* my cu3gcction tbrl ruritrt violcncc
or rGvcrG prnentiry dcftchncicr hrvo ncgrtivoly afrcaod trc puvnt child rclrrimship.

The alleaarcd chird. At thc cxtrnrc cnd of thc curunuunr in llguro I arc chitdrcn urho rrc
dicnrrcd fronr rprrent rftcrrcpendon rod dirqcc, wbosrprcg thcirrcjcction of thrtper-
cnt rtridontly enrd wltlrorr. qplfcnt guilt c rnrbivrlcncc rnd sbo rtrolgly rcsirt c com-
plctcly rcftuo uy cortrcn with thrt rcjoctod prrc,at. Fc tho noa pur, ftcsc rrjccnd prrcng
feltwlthin thchrordrrngcof "oergirul" to"goodsnatgfr,.ardsonrctinrr frUcf p"tent*
urhobnrcaohirrmy ofphyricrl orcnriliqel rburoof hcdrild. Altrou3h thcrorarybosortrc
kcrael of tsufr 0o tho cbild'r comptrtntr ad dtcguioru ebort fic rcjccrcd puent thc child,r
grosrly ncgrtiw vicnrr rnd fcclingr [o rigaificrnrly dirtdtcd ard cxrggccrtcd rerdo:u,
Thrr*tbb unuruddarclopmcnt inrhceb*nocofthctypcof faacrdcscdbodrbovcrrlcrd-
tngtocbtldcstrrngoctrt b e grrhologicd ltrponrc. Itlrrrcvqodlrtordocoathc chlld,'r
pen of tha prwior prluDt child rdedonrhip. Tlnrc ydmtrtqr p fir boyord dllrrcc or
crtnngcmcnt in thc intoulty, brcrdtb. rnd fcroclry of hdr bchlvtdr ton |rd rhc Fr? I rhcy
rrc nJocdng. thcy rrr rtrponding to corrrplcr rrd frtghtcnlng dyunricr wldrln rlro dlvacc
pr@?rt itsclf, to rn iltry of prrcnbl bchrvtorr, and dro to tlrcir orrrn vulocrabillda ftd
mrtc tbon rrr-p*blo o bocming rlicnrtcd. lto proforrd dlndoa ofr child ftoo r pr-
cnt mo.t ofldr oo6utt in hiSlFconnbt dtttody dltputca; it ir rn iofr,oquoot occurcncc rrnong
drc terpr populrtion of divorcing chlldrcn,

SYSTBi.NC PROCTSSES TSAir FOTENflATE CIIII.D ALTET\|AIION

lbr&4uuclydirpo*rd ofrccdrclyintcrrcnc wburchildirproscntcd er eltcnrtcd r
lyAcmr &emcoiort drrtrrrsrcr tbcEultiplc|ldi!&rrlhtld frdrridlucocing thrchild'r
rcspor durlng rnd rficr rcpction md dttorto ir cdtlcrl Ar ithurrtcd in Pigrrn Z rba
irchda r ra dbdqroudfrmrttrtdbcctly c lodftldly rft.tthe chil4 rpocilir:rily. r
Hfory ofhgrramrdtd coaf,irl; r hmillrdqg rcprrdc; n.roqucnf dlvac coullict end
lhilrthr d!il cm b fralcd by profordonrtr rnd uundod kiq pcnondity dirpoaitiou of
crcl pucnq rld tb r6u, cqgaitiw c+rhy, end tanparmcat of tbc child. A numbcr of
Intorvcol4 r,rieblcr cra oithcr rnodmtc r lotcnrify thc c|rlld'r rcrporrsc to.thcro criticel
bectgroor*f fGor.ircludingpcrcntinlbdlc6rndbohevlorr,riHhgrolrtiondripc,rndho
dtlldt on wlncnbilitiir wiftln tb hnily dyarnhr. Ar thc ctild b d€clod by hcro
br$touadrdInrrwaia3vrdrHcr, tbrdrild'rnrponlcrrficctnrnyoftbcrcvdrblsIn
r rylctris focdbrct toop; ths rnosr Jn 0r. FiSrue 2 rdrcmrdc bccooc tuodir€ctiood.

Bwl whcn r clrild lr rotellcnrrd--{rt lr,hsqrho &cr not ncctdt thc cdtrdrfrtho
dcffnitloa of u dionrtad chilA-r onrnbcr of ficro cr{ti:rt haCr during rcpadiotr rnd

. 1
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ft$ 1 tdgdtan4 bourrnl4 vatfrh* ti rl* &lb tqoata

ditusnry pbothochild rrdrkfor elitnrtlsrirthofrnuro.ltcso'disnetingfomc+'
nFhdt! ciihmo'r rnd prrtotr'prychologicrl rtrporc+ rpod to bo trbn stoorty rad
fully rrrcrrod fr pra.codyc rcdor to bc tr&at. crpocidly rilrcn cbitdrcn mr !,ortngcr. Bvc!
ro, ft rhould bo mlcd thrtthopcronccof dicnethgproccrrcl ud 69ical dicrrtia3 bohrn
iqr of pscotr domt trcdfut tha a chitd rilt bccomc dioetDd wi& ary cedrlnty. X i!
tygdnizod dut tt! idcori$ rrd longcvity of lha rliqutht Foac{.+ rvhar oomblaod
witb drr iryorlrr prcot eld cbild rarirblrc dcecrihd h thir rrticl., eight crcrtc oxgo
ncndrlltunbcrnblcpcrnrcronthcchil4ruoltingindicndioafromrpucrt.Thcbdrncc
of thbrdiclcdcrcribs tbe rnyofrietfrcon thrtporaddGdiotrlion, witb tr\o rocogui-
tion thuindividrrl cscrrill tlrt r mirum of 6aro hctal

CMIS TTHNCT'LII T IN INTEF'8|[ MATTIAL COIflLICT

Prlor o roprndo!, rcr pmntr brw rrrd thdrdrildra in tho arpodon oftb mrdtd
coollict [plnlty,tdml-rlpdil,&ascinhodoulcd&rilbrmroodhbcrnor.
mjc of 6o codicL $s! rp|r.oq ndo*clrih c teponftlrr torr-rdrp|rloi. Io moc
os, Oc hhrt rpl&rd thc 4crc rt b|rth r fu objd of tho rtipod lmot'efipoqro'r
dfccdoo md rorctncor Subo4rculy, tbra toddtcn hd dtrcoltt wlth Ft/Ebotoslcd
Epodo! lod furdnidrrdo fron r ncody, daptnd.at phry pnoi, rrroih tha Dodlc
ltoo6cr(ldood) prontnrctbctivrlypAcd ot of tdr pmrriqgrolo otrrr inomrir
&ctly Ndhbh iotbyourgcttil4 InFolongpddvcnddditnrccnmacdingr'tbblnrtilo
drylrnb ltrrchitS tbo child nry cortirruo iruo tbc dlrrqoo trtrar3or, pbin3 tho dtild rt
ge*r rirt fa bcmi4 dicnnd.'
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|E?I.RANON It HTEnITNCED A3 DEEFLY M'MILIATIT{G

Aligncd Prrcntr who rubcc4ucarly cncoorrgc thc child'r rjccdon of thc othct prrcnt
hrrc comrnonly crpcncnccd thc &c*ro1 to r?srrc u r aep nircLtrttc InJrry, r.r e com-
plctc rbrndonmout. which rcrults ln pofound iunilirtion rni ngo.'fr*. rtoitiituc lnJury
dso &equcntly oocun in rtrponrc to drc rcercrr fqr rd --ri in which thc r.pantion
mcurrod. for cnmplc' no paacivod crnotlood prqerrtlor. tho pcrcncc ofe lovcr. 0rc dcci-
tio! to Frnuc I S.y lifcttylo. luvinj thc rcrtdarcc cmprlcd of frln|rh|ags rad clritdrqt with-
out noticq rrrd ro on Ewn in thc rbccncc of rJrnirycprafa c*pui.ac". thc ngc of [rc
naci'ridcdly woundcd gorc nlgh rcrult ia wngcful bchrvlc:, virrdbrivcncsr, and e
gomehtc bluning of boundrlcr botrlcfi parlnt rnd cfilld, ofton crpcrrod lr .'fIc docll.t
low us,olhcnricc hc woulda't hrvc lcft us..

HIGULY @NFLICTED DTVON(I AND LMGATION

Divqccr cluretcrizcd by birtcr rod prohectcd logrt prccccdruq continucd wrtal
rnd/a pbyjcal rt8'.$ioo aficr rcpndon, nncuhstrrdild *tcgrtlstr rnd countccllcgr
tions of {ild rhro, ncglccr, or puarrrl hct of in&rut erc rbo mqo litoty ro pocntirtc
ellcortion inthachikdChilrrhn s& momrtriiltobapollodlnothc}rlgn-conilfutdivaes
nujor plrycrr rrd circclc cborur. Thcy rrc urcd rr conn&ds $oot lcg1t eld firuncial m,rr.
tcq regiwlchoiccc ebout whcthcrrnd n|rcn thcyehouldrc thenonrsddcntirlpErcnt rrd
Tscrporcdrofrcquarr puatat dcniyaiur of oncorboilrprrcnu.rtolnrcnrrity of rhccon-
flicl its continuod butdcruomc prtscncc fororrcormorEycerr,tbcpotrrizrtionofcxtcndcd
fearily rnd ltlcr comrrunity. rrd thc hiluro of palontr o rddrucr thcir childpn'r ncodr
corubilo ur clcrtc intolcpblcrrquirlr, tcndo.b rnd mgr forchll&ca Orc prychotoglcrl
t!.oludolt fc drc chlld b o dirnlnirb rho fccling of bcint tan $.'t by ,'J*i"l ru .ua-
prrut ud ccxing dl corfrct

-ErtrcD,axiolicrrcgldingchtldsrpFortarnbcrporcathringfedorc wclft lfrhccNld
rcfi'rcr ro virir. child rupport iu mct jrrrirdtaicu wut inaar 4nifttrrty. Inrppopdrrc
diEuttJort wt6 childrsn ebout finutd dbcrcpracior baurccn lnurdroldr and tbc ururr-
ing rttitudc of tho othcr prreil rG connron ln Intcnrcty ltrigrtcd dirorc*

coilrHDr.riloNs oF NEw PArrNErg lxTlitDED tsN, AND PRorDs8tronArs

Ncrv partrctq peniculrrly thorc pcrccivd b bo rcrporuiblc forttc bccrhrp of rho mr.
rlega can rcrvc u r liShbing rod for nga rbol thc Ororco, raO childrcn in nrdt riurdmr
oftco ro frood with rtrk lqnhy confilcb lrd band cbois. Thon drcmrolve. r-tght fccl
Fny.auyu"dircororyof rprrrot'rrrryprrtu suqslytrltlrdldoubclicfrrldpcrc.
ticcironfulrrconuihtoorddkl'rrl|cldortrougrpoitrfotprrnrd,t*rcndcdfitty,
rd colllt3lionrt oon&nnrtion of r prruot roctlnj aivucc foi drdr arnmanl bctrrvlor
rrtd r4tody clrolccs,"

Orc of Sc mt unfatu& of rltauriry prucrrcr rrc rhc wlttjag rad unwiuirg colri-
hdoil of hlti hw dcrryr, niaodr qi;$t. orrody owlrler,rd lndvl&rd tlg!
dslr fa lacntr Dd cti[&!. Eocrsr crrc tn nrHct &ilfutr rofirc n visit oftco rc
/-oqp'lcd bydl*rioicofcmodoul cphyrhd rhEc rcsLct,orpercotd hctof iilcc.
crtiathochll4uoctcftcnftrrrcdend litlgrtcdirhi3ilyi'fii'ryn.r"ryhngu4gc,profcrrbu
dr tcnd r,o bccomc aoluizrd thcrruolrrcr ud trkl rbolutc, rigld vlcwpolnb rupporting th.ir
clbntr" onco cnrbrircd in eutlrqirrtiw drclrndoar in canrt prycrr, ellcgdionr bccoorc
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trcdcd er thouth tb"y lc obiniw frtr. Frrthcnrprc, frmrly oarnbcrl rctrocpccdltty
rsvicw rnd raviro thcir ncmoricr rd bolcfr in sord wiah thc.r ncw "undcrtandingr.'
Wbon fFrlpilt$ s6lcct6d for thc cbild haw no tnowtcdgo of child rlicnrtion prcoarrc. or
collrborativo cffoff naodcd to rrirl ruch childrcn rnd frnrilior. coruidcnblc lnrm clrt bo
donc in ruppcting and conroliduing tho child'r ngo and unwrrraatod rcjocrion of tbo prr-
cnt Arwitl bo dcrcribcd in tho follo*ing uti+Joo, intcrdiripliruy r-rr appuchec eod rpo-
cific thcnpcutb nodctr rnd tochnlqucr rro cnrid to krcp thorc carcr &om rpinling furdrcr
out of cotlol end rlul t6/rrd mc bcnaftcirl rcolurios (Jdurskrn ct rl., 2001; Sullim &
l$ttry,2fr01).

COMtrdOt{ BEBAVK}IS AND
ORGANIZING BELIEf,S OF TUE ALTGI|ED PANBTTTT

A rugc of alionrting bchrviorr on tho prn of thc etigncd parcnt lrevc long bccn rccog-
nizcd rr conriturinf o I chld't dicnrtcd rtencc (Clrnnr & Rivlin l99l; Gedncr, l9t7;
Wdlantoh & l(olly. l9t0), Brwnoly ncgatirc vic*r of thc rcjoacd parcnr mry bc frccly,
angrily, errd rctoltcdly crpttrl.d ro tho df B b ttrc digncd prrcnt 'Sbo nevu wantrd yon,'
"[ wu your ral prroug"Yor call mc if youdad buchctyou rrywhcrq," "['m nuc hc'Il bo
hlo rr urul." Ilto cffct dthc continucd dnrmbcat of ncgrtivc oralurtion of tho prront ir to
aodo tho childt oonfidooo in rod lovo for tbo njcacd prrcot erd ao cnoaro i ntdcnblc con-
frrioa. Tlrcrc cvdtratlonr might dro bc crperrd indirccly, covctrly, aumorr*iourly rnd
miftl inclrrdcinnucrdcrof rcnrlrchildrhrca implicrtiolrr thlttho pltntbdengcr-
ors in odrc wayc. Y/h.ltr nrdr prroE r,c rrm of tho rgalvo Isprf on rlro cbil4 tlrcao
bcbrylcrofthc digeod pucat (rdhir ahcr nppoctcn) oonnlnrtcanrodonalrhrc of tlp
chiH.

llort ofton, di3ood pr€n|r' blbrvict ro0oc rcrterl rgoizirg bcliofr tbat might nor bo
corucioruly rpitaful ad vidiairr but novcrtboh* aro potanlidly vcry drrnfglU ,o thc
driH'rroleEodriprithtbco0rcrprnt.Arrcurroqocmcof thciro*ndccpFycbol'ogiol
irsrrcc, ttrcdigncdporcotcilhr6ordc4dhttunrdfcarofthccx-qourorndbcrbrolutcly
corwinod thrt lrc c rho ir rt bcrt imlcvrot rrd et *onr r Frnfuiqrr influcnco on drc chiH.
Conroqucntly, r frrrrnelaoCraidag boliofir tlut thcirddld docr notnccd thcotharprrcnt
in drcir lircr. Al[roogh dignod pronb mightiruirr 0rl thc child ir &cc to viril thc rcjeacd
prcrttr'dompbtoviritoroonhctthcirchildftoquantlyararcon!tmrrrtnoat.Phorcsdls,
morrqgcr, rnd/clmroflonuoaoaprr.odmtotllcchild"Inlbrmdioorbo[ttchool,nrdi-
cel. rthlaic, c rpccid Grrdr rru Dot Fnvidod to tho nircd pront in ofiocl cmpholy
druutngthrtprcntout of 6ccbild'rtifo. ln tb mrtatrfiEtnoflG.r dl refccoocr ro tbo
Aiacbd pr Gol ro rcrmrEd ftoo 6o rtddortco, ilchdltrg iricomr (r,frcb mlth bc ldtr
prt ia ftoot of thc cblH m.rclu& $r p.rlrt). In rrrh ritudon* mo* ctril&$ quickly
lorra Dot torpo.tof6anjaodprut h nrponrc orcryora frw by thcrrirlcd pr-
cnt, tho dipod proat r&ongly erpportr thcir rngry ctrild'r 'tight to ms*! thdr oln dci-
rloa- rbqnrhcilrcr |hct ufll YidL

Atchodrtof rlianthgbchrvicsofrlignodprrcntrcsr6rmfctrcchlldtbrtthoottu
plaotirnoa.rorthyofdrcchlld'rrrouimr.rlrorciuodtrreotirdor'grrt dinanrrywqr
md &c pcrronrfity rod prontiqg flnn of 6o nJoeod prrcd lrt Grr3gctlrlod rnd dbctrod
eqnally h &o childl prrom. Childrcn rsire r wry r1'zrpabdc crr wbon thoy hitU
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!1ito_nc dignod prrcut tbclr own obaorvrrloru ofilrc nJoctad prcnrr'feilin3r in po*yitir
Acmcfug rrrionr erdjourod *ritinS.

sccorA thc digncd prrcrt ofton fcrvontly bcucwr thrt |h0 Fjccrrd puant fu drngcrour to
tho child ln rup wey(r): vtolcrt, pbyrtcrlly or raurlty rbudrc, r nejlcctirl. ttrcrotrr,
ttcdignodpergntr'bcf,rvirrr usdnodublocHntrocc.r b tbccfif4lcrqprigp rogo-
rcsrttocHH ftodrthcplruncddngcbnourtrdounruldplo ftoorr, ofhnr ni"n iry rttu-
ttcy+ tbrrepir6. podirtriclenr, urd rcbool pcarmnot. Bobevirr Includc rctiq rrrtnlning
rnd rupcrvirod viritdiot ordcn, inrtrlliry rcurlty cqulpmoat * tbo nridsrcc, rtrd fildiu;
reuou to crnccl visitr whcn ordcrr f6 connd cri{. tf the chitd docr viit thc t?joctcd pd
oalthc portrryrl of tho "drrrgcrour-plcmirroinforccdby cettilgintotho rulrtcd paontr'
hctto ovcry hour dr.rrhg r vhit to "ctrect up' ol thc chlldt wctl{cio' rad by dcbficfiig chit-
drcn rftcre virittodctcct'hca*ivo'occunubcrIfcclhf.Somcttilcl certicrOir.ifnnry
inprrc{onr lnvolving rngry r confrontrtiw (bt not rburlro) bchevion by tho rcjeacd pri-
cuf ur rtpackrgcd rr coofirnretion of vlolorrc towrrd {E Ebild.

A thlrd organltirg bolicfofthcdigrrdpuart L thrt thorrJoaodprcnrdsrcteadher
ocvct lotrcd ot crrcd rbour tho elild. Bctrrvtur rnd xru4icr riring ftcn thb bolicf irp,ludc
rcpcalcd ilqicr lo crrildrEn of "evi&nco" lrpportiry thc bcllcf thrt tlc Frclt u/rr |lcear
itt'rolvod ('bc wcnt bowllng whon yol ,lcrc drJf) a doonrul,ing tho peront't prc*rmd
lrk of htcrst wico, fc crrnplc, hc fiib to .ppcrr fr r rchoot a rpccirl cvcot (about
wtrlchhohrd tccrr giwn no tcicc}

Both omfriol rc*rch od dhicrl obrcrvrtion idicetc rbrt drcrc ir oftco rignifcrnt
pahoto6y ud engcr il ilro prcnr cncoungbg rhc rllqurJon of rlrc cldld trcludiq pob,,
lcru with bouddcr rad difrrrqrtirtlon fronr d: chtt4 rcycrc soprrrtlon rnriabr,
impeind nrtity asting rnd trqcc$rlc ldacncrriou with rbc child (bunnc & tbdrtck
1994;Joharroa, 1993:Jobnlo&,Roccby, lgl;lrnrpcl, l996llund, l99S;Whllcntofu &
Kclty. lgEo). Ir ir nor a ao'orl p|llrilrl ff$.af to Gncoungo tbc coraptctc rcJcction of thc
othcr porcnt Bvco wbcn tbss b hlrtory ofchlld rborc. tlc othcr percnr ir rrcarrlty ilt. orthc
drild'rrefcty ircndengrmd,lhorvcsrtopurntwitl rooldlfrcrcnievarur rldrnorcntiqrrl
grctll of prot€cting tho cldt^{. funhctuorc, ruch prrcntr ofico rccognizc thrr thcir child
lovtl thd prcnt dcpitc Sro dc*nntivl bdtdor,

fttlot ld bottotodthurhodivaccproocrrodltrgrof€JcdFrriciprrroftonurobilizo
rndcuilcfbcrc dipadplcnutopcroatthandwr in r colroroot ffgrntrod 6rrcr.11ro
arllp of thc ducnarirl ptooctr cncouir8rr hordlc, pohried, blrch.rad-wldto tbtnllng
witb litlo chdlcagc, prrrcrrr ecrcdvcd truthr u frclr ud firb rrd drnaatr rryo in r
ocipod rnanncr. Tho intcnslty rad duntlon o(thc lqrl fighr nry dro rcrvo u rn rrtidotc to
dcptrc,ioa-

BR|EAVIOIJI Or IHE EEJBCIS) PAINff
TSAr @Nrrlfirm Tt) cnlu) AIJBilAnON

Itir rpprrcnt thrl ilrneaycercrof rlicortdohil&u,prlotrr,bo rrorjocudtrevocm-
tributld to tho dhnrdoa h ooo ornrorcd3oltrcanvrp.rr b inpodJrttoartc, hoftrycr,
tbrtotcroniectcd puGl|r'bchviorr d"not by thcnu"trnr vrrruttrho dbp,ropordurrrdy
usry rGrpo!$ of thc child rrc thc ttfild o hrrc @, Th.fo paatrl inolvcrncnr ed
19rttccyrlt tsocrllb urbh elandrrqototnishllrntbccmocqrortirodby
thc merltel conllicr. tlro divocc dirputcr, lrd 6c chlldt poblcnrri,c rgpoila
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PASSIVITY AND WITTIDTAWAL IIf TEB f,ACE OF HIGH CO*rUCr

Somc nlccrod prcotr, nrda miarr or imrnobilized by inurpctronrl rnd lcgrl cootlict,
withdraw frmr thc brtdc oycr ootrt&t wi& thcir chjld for roooo coaridorrble p€rioa ftct
ccrs.ficmpll b crlt orconnuni:eta lvi& thc child. 3iw up rncryu to rmocih wirh bc
childio thrnpy, orcomc lobclicvcttut thobgal strtcm ir inpotcattocffccrdraagc,CIbcfi
rvifihrrwbourc of lttof hnancialrc*ourccr orftclingsofhctplc$ncsr abort*hattodo
to rtttmB the prcnt'child ttluiondrip. Alicnrtcd chitdren, heving bccrr bonbrrdcd with
mcrrqCrtht&collrcrprraotdocrnot lort thera.tccthc withdrrwelrrrlectof Intcgtad
ebrndonmoat, *'hidt migftt fu$cr fircl thcir ngc. Such parontr nood co*hing o rreirt thom
in rcrorinin3 cooncrod wi0r 0pir childran,

COUNTERNr.IECT(N OF THE ALIEMTED CHTLD

Wlnn rclntcd p.rEntt fGclt that thcy rrc bcin3 rburirrly bclcd by an rticnrtcd ctrih
who ir rko cfudng dl afforc n roccrrct. tlrey crn bccomc higbly rfhonbd lrd ofiurdcd
by tlp hcf of rcrpca sd ingnti0* rffordcd thom, Hurt urd humi[rtad. romc rrjccd pr-
cntl r*t to thc child'r rlicnatlon witb thcir own rcjcctioo. Tlrcir urgcr migtrt dro rtcrn fron
dsfru*rrloneadlrclof prticnermffilaisotonrc'Jirrorynccdc totroardrocbildin
tln lrmc rnnnor in wtrich thoy hwcbocn trtstod. Thc co[ntcncjooion ir felt bl tho chil4
rnd reinforcod bydFdigrtcdparcnt, rs cooliruratioo qf thorcjoctcd pront'r lackof intonct
6leyu, rhicb ofrco lcdr to intcnsifcd condcrnndon of rho ,tld, prrent

IIAISE AIID RIGD PANENIING STYLE

Somctinrcr, rcJcclod prcatr harc darnonrtratcd r hrnlmqrr. hcl of cmparhy, end rigtdity
in thcirprcntiqgrtylc thathorcvtt, dscrndrirc totholcrcl ofcmotionrt orphyrical rhrrc.
Whcs eli'ncd prrentr rllcgc child rbusc c poor parcntilt. thcrc chrrgcr rqonrta &ld cor.
joinddbrlicnrtodchildlpicc*pcdcocc,lcrdiag60dbmfodchifd|orcj*tdrprcor
oo thoro groundr. In tho moro tyicd divorcing frmily. rrdr aparutint rtylc might clur€
futurcdificulticr inpercnr+hildrchtiondripr, u thcydo in nerriadfamllir+ whcn chtldrcn
nrovo hto rdolc*src rnd cJnlhryo 6c fuidity ard trrrh pucntrl rulcq but it *tuld not
lord to cornplota nfrtioa rnd rtfirrd to hsw contrct.

rSIECrlIn P XXNT lS tELrcXlfTERrD Ari|D rMW$rrnA

Atfupdondd contrltutid of oj*tod puantr inoonrdlletiag tbo child'r dicmtim
nfh bo r rdf-oaut4 imnrtur psroorlity. Tbc ddld rnl$l h|w ob*nrd dtr prnnt'r
pdqt hir or hcr neodr rhord of rhc cbild'r duriag dE tuti{! G.*, plryhf folf wiO
&lcldt rrftcr frm umdlrl3 6c cllld'r roccor gmc). Nor, b rha cudody bdtlo. [ro16
hchrvfrxr rrc fmrrodoqrt{lorrar4rndcocrc tosyobollzc tbcarranf'r driaErc.tio$c
child. A3rln.thloi!fidFmtf bobnionrronotncccrrrilydiffcnlntfroararuy rrcrr3c
nrrri.d forili.s rad do not nm'at thc cxont of,fury rad dcnigrtioo tydcrl ofth6 rliGollGd
cbiH"
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Itriccld p[coB raigtrt hevc t*ribitrd cdtkrt rd d06rdln3 bchrviar in porcnt-child
inrcrrctionsduring tho mrnirya In rhohl3h*onllta cmoAyanryrc.nrgh bchaviorurnight
tdcoo ncrrr mcaningud corributcto dlcnllon.Domandr forrCIrighrft, pcrfectlon in rth-
lctic pcrformencq orurwira rndlr&y oidcfumof thoirchiHrcn'rqppcrurcc end &ia&,
ddtouh aot rl drc lorrcI of crnodond rhl*, cu comlbuto to thc child'r rlicnrdol in rhc
confcxf of ths othcr opcratiw frtrr. ldcrcrtingly, thL d;orndlng, critlcrt bcbrvior on thc
prrt of tlo rcjcctcd prrent niglr bc r coorcquarcc of hlr or hcr pomcpuor thr thc digncd
gucat ir fr too pcrtDl|rttG au nordcrnudin6 In o.rn. thc rllgncd grrc,nt coirntarcectr to
thcpcrcciwdburbncsr rnd ovcrcompcn.rrr by bcomlngcv€n n6s lcnionl orovcsprbr.c-
tiw witb lhc ctrild.

DIMINI8EED EM?AIIIf FOI TE3 AIIGNED Cg&D

Rclrtod inpart o tho rbovt crt4orics lr thcobrcnation thrtr{cctcdp11€16 oftcn grnnot
difrercntirtc tlrc nccdr end bclreviorr of thcir dlcnrtrd ctdld torn rhc moiivrtlonr end bdrrv-
ionofthcdigncdparcnt llty bclicwOrtthochltddoonotrueltyfcct thir $rry atrlland ir
oly tho rmuthpieco fot thc ragry equdom uddentgntbn of tL e[gnodprcuu ln thsir
utg€r towrd rhc eligacd parynt forcnrtinj fta ohlld'r rltcnulon, 6cy turlc iittlc cmpetbic
conncction urilh tha cnritd rnd crarror bo cnotiorrdly n dlrblo to tlrch child crrco whan they
rrisc lcgitimatc complrinb. Thir hck of omprdry orqwn nrbtlc dirnlrrrl of rhc child'r fccl-
ingr crn lcrd to iaranrlfrd furt in tho chlld ud cur fudrer dccpcn thc rlicattirn.

DBVEXI)Pf,IENTAL $T:ACE AND
VUIJ{ERABIIflIBSI Otr THE CTILD T\O I,LIEITTATTON

Childrca's rcrponscr o allcnrling prwrrcr ud to tho bdrrvio6 of,crch prrcot rc influ-
rycA Ujthcirown p*:tcbotogiqt'cogdrfiq rirddcwloplcntd rcengrls and vutmrbili-
ticr md by crtcrad lru3corcntr inobin3 hc rujocfcd pclual

Tf,r CFII.DA AGE AIYD COGMT'VE CrrActrr

Rrddktcn to forn digrnartr wirh ra rnjry pumtrad cmrrpondingly rclrrtha otbcr
Prrcntt thcy oiod rufficicnl oqjnidw ed onralooel nrtrrity. Bocrru.crfrrrlou of nronl
odngtrdjudSruEls&o siluoo lnong dico$d chiLdntbrhoy ul ifro hruo *hbncd
rbilrgp ln rhoh dsr&lopnlcar b rtdch marl vrtrnrlos odJudfuarrb arl qolrriua lttr-
tkncq tha ngo rad couamptrryrrid by nny rllcurd cldl&rn rrnccr il.p nou.ro
Incrce*r la ra3crcrpoaod h tbprddcur ad.,ror..ccntyorurlctr. Thcrdordop
ro"'td rcbbtmcarr codo to crat! r ncaffity to rtbrrug proccrrcr rld lcfpdno
P'rcel bchrviore Rr&orcnrool, itlr lnurlrl ioacillrhorr rttortir.rrrho fi661
prrut ir oorolldrrod lrd hdcacd plc to rtc ? c t; youprciildtm mc oftcn forgot
tbcii rcriptr, lct go of ttcir rngcg ud lnw lmrtrurcbr In thdr poroautionr- Tlrcy ra
not perticulrrly rrcful ellicr c loyd rotdhn; dory frlt to foltow prrcahl rgpodr rrd too
oftco cnJoy tbcnsclvcr with thc othcr prrcat occ out of rraic of rho elignod garont

Ho*wcr, childran youngcr filr z a 8 wlth rurcharcnt dicuhig rao arauc eruicty u
rcperrtton ftorr thcircustodidpunrrrattconlktrnbhrlrkfcdcvcloping rrnacconrcli-
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drtcddicn{ion ar &oy g6l oldcr.ifclncurnstencos do ootim6crn. Arrd rornc vcll-rchernod
youngachildrcn whotooldcr riblingrrrc alionrtcdmightrppcrrtobodicnatcd rr thcy psr-
tot thc lengurga rnd idcer of thc oilct ribling end rru tcp in rlc modo of prrcntrl rcjocrion
by thc vigilant monioring of ficlr sibling, Tlr.y ere vcry mlrcb et rirk for dowloplng ftcir
orvtt coruolidrod elicnrtion lr thcir cognitivc rnd omotimrl rbititic mrhrc ind nun bc
pmtoctod R woll-conccivcd intcrrqtionr (Jdrnstouct af-,2tX)lt Sultivan ll Kctly,200l].
Orrrall, thc rnoct ootnrnon 4cnngoof tho disnntodchild ig from 9 to 15, although rono
ol&radolcrconrr end yonrgadultr deocan bocoroc didtetld-Thcro eppcer toto norcx dif-
fcrcnccs rmong thcrc youtrgtbrs ia propcnrity 1o bocorno ur rlicnated child (Johnston &
Crnpbcll, l9t8; Lrurpcl, 1996; Wrllcrstcin & IGlln I98O).

cEltrr FBI,S r"B l{DoNEDry rBf, REJACTED pAREryr

Anotlror common alicnrting clcmont occure whon children focl that a pilnt has rbrn-
doncd thcat whcn ho or rhc lcrvcs thc family tcridenco. Among theec childrcn ut thorc who
*tro nrar frvorod rnroagdblingr by thc&gening pucmorwho worc wry curfuscd rban.
why tbc ropontion ir euring. othar rscntcd thc gcccrrcc of r new lovcr in lhrt prrcnt,r
lifootdpctcciwdthoettcntiontoihrtposon arrdcfeclion, cf thcy wcroro furlousrbostthc
divorcc drd drcy Intcrpctcd ray diminirbcd attcnlo by tbc puont rs rrr .bsldoorcnl And
rcmo dicd bcavily on tbo rr$lli5r, ilcnlion. rrd unconditiond lovc of thc pucnt who lcft
6c houtchoh In Ngh+oaflia dirqrces, rornc nonrcridcnrid prrcntr do not 16 thcb cldl-
dnn for r nunbor of moothl drc to high lqrl conlllr abort rccors urd thc rbcncc of
intodn ordcrr. Whoo &i! ecurs, fcolingr of rbmdonrncnt and urgr ohon dccpcn aad put
childoo u rist for boconing alicortcd.

TEMPENAMANT AND PEN8IONA'ITY VIJLI\ENAAILTT|ES

In gqrcnl, a chlld'r ndnenbility to rlicnation incrcrrcr with grcetcr pcychological
adjuctmont pmHemr in tho child (Johnston, 1993i Larnpol, 1996; tVallcntsin & IGtly,
1980)- Aruiouc, fcrrful. ud perirro childron leck tho ruilicrEy to withrtrnd tbc intonrc
pn*urcl of thc cnstody brulc and thc digncd perortr' rlianrting behevloc. It rnlgl*bc pey-
chotogicrlly orrlcr for thctl to ctocc a rido o evoid cippllag enxicty. Childan wlrh poc
rcdlty tasdnS rc morc llbly b b6 wlacrrblc, particuldy in $c rbeanco of othcr frnlly
mcrnbcrr aprofcrdoabrrdrting dtcshild bycluifyl4thotrurblingrnd confuring omnB
rtrd bchrvion urcirtcd wlth thodivucc. Furtlsnroru, childrcn with pydrologicd djrut-
nreil glSlccnr rrc noro lltoly to frcl uponriblc fc the ditsco, which mighr incrcua vul-
ocnlility to dicadol In rdditic, pmr mlf*etoco Drhcr chil&ln crpocidly nrrccptiblo
to pmnircl of coddng lovo. o4ocidly r.trco r patar hr bocn rdcc&U ud rmlivrlcnt
tor{dthochltd.

Sooo childco hrvo cqnilirc lirnitrtior thrt rendct thcur mom wlncrrHo. inctrding
copiltt coddm, blrcto$rhir thin&inr. corcntsrsi rnd por ualytic Dd Foblcrr
rolvlns rbmda. In oaruq chlldrat wln aro inrighfrrl, clor tbinHaj, mcdly dorclqod
ycutttcrt ms! oftcn srlr meirnria bdltcc tbrargbort thE hiShsnllict divdcc. Although
ptucnrrod W dicortilg procoru rnd parcnta thcy crn rnlyzo drir plono' bohrviorr rnd
tbc leturc of tboir prcnt.child rcletionshipl rld, dorpita thcir mgcr rnd {docrl, cEn &iy
cuncctcd tocch paruL
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other frctorr qnbod&d ln thc prurt+hlld rclrdwHp cnrrc vuh€r$ility in chil&tr.
Thoco chlldnn wbo an vcry dopcadant cn 6r dlgnd prrng .idE crlortonelly or phyd-
cdty, lc dro mc likrly to raporrd to r6rrrda3 procaru nd bchrylo* soana of rtrcs
yorgrtcr brc r ht*cy of bclnt codlb'..lly lovod ndrntlcdry rqrldcdty rhc rligrod
prrE r" rld tho child'r conflaa nJcdol of thc orlrcr prrarr rnlghiolbr r-tong-dtgbt
opportuaity Go rdricrE totrt +ct!!{o rnd urrcardidonrt low. ltrrcrtr ty drc tryfo,
diSttd prrcat to diro*rn tbe ctlld lf thcy choorc b virlt rhc ctg' prrcnt rio toc,Atniroly
porcrful dicnrting bchrvio: rd rrocruemotyditEculttowfttrterd. Ohcrchildrca bew
hirtorlcally bccn mqc idcrttifild wttb ttrc rlignod puutt Jd mft rtdxy rcjcct thc orhcr
mrligocd grrcntto prcrawcthacocrrpcaof thclrown idcntity- In ddttioq lotrcto$nt.
rrcrr hew takcn tho rolo oficrsriry tir dopcrmd rnd burt prurt in tbc mrnirgo c,rio, r"i
arldon, rnd tblr mlc rcrrsrrrl, in tro contrrt of prurrctcd lcgd conllict, crceti r vutsrbiL
ily to strongly dign wirh dut nccdy prrcar

LACK OF ETTENNAL $NPOrr rOT TEB CBIUI

Brtcmal frtocr coatiboting to inccrrcd shitd wlurbility ircludc e hirtory of in&a
qucnt or tfrl leck of contrt wlth thc nJctod prnot ln tlnro crlor. tho ofiactr ofihc rlicnat-
ing bchrvicr ofrhc rliF od p.'cnt u! crrcGrtdal wtrc,n tlrcc ir rc opporturity to rpcnd rig-
niftcut rim wirr rhc rclrtcd pcrrnt rnd ur or hcr crtcd.d fidb. aihfiacr rre n& rttc L
lcil ed &r6ttbrcality of thntpuurtrrdbtrshcbclravtr-i o 

"ontpr"c 
thcirarrcat

obcnntionr with thoirosndltctcdrnmrclcrawiththo nqrfvoroo,-tr ofrh" digncd
prrcnt Furtbormcc, bearro hlrc dlq$lioB of rcrud a dJu rburo mort oficn rcsulr in
linitcd atd rupcri,lrcd vLidlg fc oruy molt&r, tho prcree of thlr rupcwlslon fnurcrvo*
psomotcrchildren'r loooplrroEthrrprrcntbdu3cluuorhurtfrl. oacocvldanccrcq,rmu.
lrtcrtbrtnorhuohrrocuuod.drnqcoprrcal-chlldrdrtioilhlPrhoftcaquiucxtcnrirc
and crcetor fonidabl! blrrlcrr to ncorrtrudlg &c rclrtbruhip Lturc.n rljirctod p!rcnlr
end thcir childcn-

lVbcn childrca blc fcrv crtcnrd mrourcr-ardr u tlrrgirb, a$cnd.d ftnily mm-
bctr a othcr tnrrtcd dultr-thctr vulncrrblltty trrcru, prnil"utrty tt thcy rrc ornodon-
dly irolrtod wirh rbc al|gr6d 'rrcnl Ir fu irymrat, of cclrlc, rhrr rtci brpris hdividurlr
rvdd teki4g ridcr urd rtnuio crnolioartly rralleblc b rt'crc c6itdcn c refJUrUor fc
.{ircurrioo.

TEE NESF('I,KIE AI{D IEHAVIOf,S Or TsB ALIf,IVTtlD CEILD

It it l,'prrr.l to dircrlr tt G tJpbrl cthlcd pcuuioo of rllcsrod ctildta. ftr rhc
EdtPrt 0lrob|enndontof tbebalrevlcr ud curodoorlra*oorcrof elloorrodchitdrcn
uo rLnlhrothorcrtpabd by 0th6?r (ffict l9S% lg2; Srilhnrdn & I&lly. lgSO). By
d!finition, tbc cor fouro of rliu&d 6lb!il b fu drtor dlrprcpordon banoca rho
chlld'r pawprim rnd bctlcft rbou tha rdrtac prrcnt ud &c rtil lrirtory of rhc rcjcrod
puuutr' bcbrvioa ud thc prrl|lt chitd rdrdorutip, udlb norr dis*t or dtnngod
yqrngtcnt dicnrred chll&ga iocly crpcrr hrttd or inlouc dirlitc towud to rcjcctod
parcnt. Ttcy dcmoaizc ltd vlli$r 6rt prcot. oftcn puant cirdrl rteronr to jrrgdi rhcit
henc4 rnd urtnlly rrc notmdcant rbout brordcu.dng Gclrrcclvcd{rortconirUr ofdrc prr-
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cnt to otbcre, Thir ir pertiorlarly baftIing to thc rcjcctcd parcnq cxlcrdrd frmiln end ottrcr
rduttr tnowlcdfoablo rbout thc picr percnt-child rchtlon*ipr. Mort often. u rtrtcd abonc,
rcjccted parontr htvc hrd at lorctur adequatcrclatioorhig with theochildrcn, end thorngry
rejcction is aot mcrired, otrn tt'trco conbibuliona of thc rcjoctcd prr€[t m tekcn into
rccounL

Onc of thc mostcorunon bcbevioa ofaliorutcd childnn is thcirsoonglyorprcsscd rocis-
Uncc toviriting thctcjcctcd prrcntud irtrnq,ecrtrcmc ctrcr, m rbeolutcrcfrrHl lo rco itc
plrcnt ln rnt rctrirq. im'hding r tbcnpartic ono md r dorirc to udlaerelly tcrmirutc Oc
parrnt-chitd rchlionrhip. Thce childo! rrant only to tdk to hwyorr who rcpceent thcir
viowp<iot and to'tlnn ctctody cvdurofr &d judgcr wtrom rbcy bclint nfll ftrlly rupport
tholr cffortr o tqsrinrc thc prcnt+tritd rclrtiondrip o,nco tlrey hcal rll thc'Tecls.- Tb dl,
thcy rtrongly edvmila thsir right to choosc shcthcr thcy will rcc lhclr puent.

Anotltcr fornrc of alionatadcltitdron ir tho sunnor ln wlu'clr thoy prrscnt thcir etcicr.
Thair allcgationr aboutthc rcjcAcd proRt rrc nnosily rcplicas m rlight vrtimu of tbc atigacd
pitcrtlr' dlctAionr rad rtcicr.ltcrc&rlpEd lincrrre rcpcelodcrdlcrlyhrtnmtoftcn rr,c
hollow, without undcrtyins $brtrncs. tcxlurc, o. dohil lo rupport thc dlogrtionr. Tlry hara
doptcd thc allcgrtion(r) but, unlib childrca wirh hi*orhe of abusive trcarmcnt, do not barc
compclliog rupporting infcmrtion Cerrcrally, dicnlod chitdrca round vcry rclrcnod.
modcn, brinlc, urd frcgurtly urc eduh rrords or ptnucc. llroy rppcrr oot to bc guilty or
arnbinlcnt as tbo childrcn dcrrigrrt , oftcn viciotln thc rclrtcd prrcnt- Sornaimes, tlrcy
appcrr to bc cnilying 6onr$lrre. Thcrc ir no obviour rcgrcl

Onc of thc robcdng etpccu of thcrc prccqrtuionr ir thet albnucd drildrcn hrre crscn-
tially bccn Sircn pcmdldon to bc poqrrfril rtd lo bc tn$llc and rudc toward thc rcjoctcd
prrlnt Sr{dpstlsrtt, rnd othsr roletivoc. ttrrrtrcnnorc, urirting ln orchccaedng thc oblircr-
etionof r prrcntdoctnot bodcrcll frtlcirfttrncraid rrdcmotionel rdjustmcnt $dly,
oan prcviouly clcrirhcd pcti, noly in thc curtody of tha rcjcctcd p|rcnq mighl bc deni-
Erdcd, rnd thc childrct ;ro[dly dc*ribo tho virtuer of thcir ncs ard cxtrcmcly pcrfcct
rcplemarr prwidod ftr fum Uy rtigrd p&cfttr.

Ald linrlly, dicartcd childrcn ofton llcalizc orrpcat glocringly of tho alipcd p.ncnt Es
an rdultendprrcnt.Thsyrcfurcloconsidcrnyinfmrnrtion thtmidrt undarmino lhir vicw-
point of thcir perfcct conprniqr and parart, rd thcy vifOrqrdy rcjoct any tuggccdoa thet
thoir obcorrivo lutrcd of thc nfcctcd parcrrt hrr any rclrtionrbip to tho vic*r rbchrviorr of
thoaligacd prcnt ThGt mithdcsibc lnrr tbtpercotb ruficringhu bocohernodce
nomicalty rod anotiornlly by thc rcjcctcd prrcsl, rnd b u/trthtr of thcir ,otel rllcgirnco.

Il ir itnpon$t to aob 'qit rdDc dtcndcd drtldrcn--atttroryJt thgt prcGnt rr vcry rlgly,
dithurtht, ud obrcrircll 6t td q drc hetod prrcd ir thc tharpirt'r c ctrluAodr
offico.-.rppcrr b linCid rdcqurtoly lD ods rctdngr rrmovod frm thc curtody bmta
Thay niglil lcteia ecir rch6l pafcomo* midrt coninc to crccl ln murbet a etfiiotic
rtivhicl, ud rt lcrrt rnpcr6cidly rccm rcuonrbly urll djrutcd. A doecr loo& u 6cir
intorp€noDd rcledoorblpc, horGvcr, oftoa rcycdr difficuldct Alicnrcd chlldronl
bhck-mGwhlte oflrn hrrrbly rtrlhat vbvr rnd fcalirgr rrc lrtdly rctlcctd h dcelin6r
with orc.ir pocn ar rcll u rlncc il alhodty. Howarcr, it tr in thc rcieaod 1rrcatr' homo thrl
6c child'r bchviu L rorrcn{y poblooedc nd dlrttdcd. l}cy mifildoooy prqcrtyl ra
in obnoriour, arln blrrnc, *ryr; aad lrrt rhcrc parlotr ln publb rd& obvlour bdldng,
rcrn. rnd rrrtd rbuc. Thcy pdcr to bc la conrg coo.[rtly wih thdr difnod puent by
hf4hilo. et which dln6, dEt wlldrpor trortilc otscrvrdmr rba/ tlc rcilacd pertnt's
rvords. bohrviar. morL, ad pcromtity. If tbcy rrc rcdrtiag c rcfining cont*L dl cfrort
af thc lt{ectcd Frcntrb commrrnicrto dlrcaly with thcbchildrca rrc rahfcd. ircIu&q
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dc.nudr hrrthc prr€nt ncvrcraou|d drcn |!riq dop brlcdag drcm sitt prcrcolr &dlct-
tco (wldctr ofto rrc dircrdod or rnnDcrcd), mi corro tbairurotcs lcgrl cffurrr rnd cott
epPcfrDet.

coNCLUSIOIittl

Tho cotnploxity ofrhcrc rnrycbrltcaging rnd dcnendh3cercrrcquircs a full ar$srtrlcot
to undartald tho muldpty dctrcrntncd frqsr srd hflnrnccr lcrdilg to thc childrcl'r tbnrpt
rcFction of e prcviolrly Ept$lc utd nreeningftt ruhtionrhip. Erch of rhcs iaflganccr
lur thcirom pniadrrrclgbendri3al6ctucforrpndculrrChild h r pndarhrfanlly.
No ous hctor produccr tb dicod.d cfttld" A frll undcntrrrr[ry of tldr psthot%tqd dcwl-
opncot h tho pcrcot*bld rcldonrldp, noc ofrla rcpndon ontoadcrd, crn thoa lcrd to
rn cfietivc plrn and stuc0rE fctqft. jrdidd, rad fiaepartb intcrrrentiorrr dircqcd al
rcrolviag thc profoutddicnrtionof thochild horn hofid.

NOt?

t' h rhold tc rotld lhrr il.rfut rd dltorcc mf,lg thr focua ol 6c clil4 rld ltgl iilcntty rad orrrly
hoaib |Drlrrl connicq sc udl c*rblrtd pcfillkrl, of pycldodrr d&ft,|sl t oblcrn| tr sldtdEo (Ar!|ro.
l.adt, f Boodf l99Ji Bucbei. Mt oby, I tbrbudt l9e li Erultcra el. l9[: Oronrlqr rt D.vi.t
| 991: Grlth &, Ftrhra. l99ll lGIy, 2dt Xlhr, folraor! ll lr&rr. t gfe \trdgula lt Lirfo.d. Igt).

RETEruNctsS

Ando,P.,L-o|'lit.L..e,Bo.af.A.(t995LFrralldirnrtapr:tlourllrlcoalllct lrdotfuri4*ll-tda3dur.
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