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Psychological Evaluations in
High Conflict Custody Matters
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Different Roles

Factors Distinguishing Therapeutic
and Forensic Assessment

* Scope

* Importance of Client’s Perspective

* Voluntariness
* Autonomy

* Threats to validity
* Relationship and Dynamics

* Pace and Setting
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Why do psychological testing?
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Definition of a Test

* Standardized Procedure

* Behavior Sample

* Scores or Categories
* Norms or Standards

¢ Prediction of Non-Test Behavior

A clinical interview of the patient is part of

nearly every evaluation of a psychologist, and is

often the totality of an evaluation completed by

a psychiatrist and a social worker.

The Mental Status Examination

Appearance, Grooming, Gait
* Orientation

* Memory & Attention

Speech and Communication Processes
* Thought Content

* Cognitive Ability

Emotional Functioning
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Psychological Domains in Custody Cases

.

Cognitive / Intelligence

* Personality

* Educational / Academic Functioning

* Neuropsychological

* Deception

* Anger

* Parenting Skills / Attitudes

* Children’s Resilience and Vulnerability

Cognitive / Intellectual Testing

<25 Profound Mental Retardation
25-40 Severe Mental Retardation
40-55 Moderate Mental Retardation
55-70 Mild Mental Retardation
70-85 Low Average

85—-115 Average

115-130 Above Average

130-145 Superior

>145 Superior Court Judges

Personality Assessment

* Subjective Tests

* Projective Tests

* Objective Tests
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Subjective Questions

* What do you see as your strengths and
weaknesses as a parent?

* What do you see as the other parent’s
strengths and weaknesses as a parent?

* What are the most important issues for each
of your children?
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Educational Assessment

Neuropsychological Assessment
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Truth & Deception
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Validity & Reliability
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State & Trait Anger

Resilience & Vulnerability
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Uses of a Psychological Evaluation
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