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STATE OF CONNECTICUT

NEWS RELEASE

Consumer Counsel Elin Swanson Katz
_________________________________________________________
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
                   

      
Contact:     Elin Swanson Katz:  860-827-2901
ELIN SWANSON KATZ ASSUMES ROLE AS CONSUMER COUNSEL 
(October 3, 2011-New Britain, CT) -  Governor Malloy has appointed Elin Swanson Katz to a 5-year term as Consumer Counsel for the State of Connecticut.  Her appointment is expected to be confirmed by the Legislature in February 2012.


The Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) is the state’s advocate for all utility ratepayers.  The OCC’s legal and financial team seeks to ensure just and reasonable rates and reliable utility service for customers of the state’s electric, gas, telephone and water utilities and protection for cable television customers.

Katz is an attorney who came to Connecticut in 1996 after practicing environmental law at law firms in Washington, D.C., and Boston.  She spent five years in the Commissioner’s Office as Assistant Counsel at the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection, and then practiced environmental law and litigation at the law firm of Day, Berry & Howard in Hartford (now Day Pitney).  


Katz eventually left Day, Berry & Howard to pursue a Master’s Degree from Trinity College in Hartford, while teaching at Tunxis Community College in Farmington.  After receiving her Master’s, she was invited back to teach at Trinity.  She also served as a legal writing consultant for various law firms on the East Coast.  She is also a member of the West Hartford Board of Education.


In her role as Consumer Counsel, Katz serves as the Connecticut consumer’s advocate in all matters with respect to public service companies, electric suppliers, and telecommunication providers. 

“What’s best for Connecticut’s consumers?  That is the first question in my mind as I approach an issue,” Katz stated.  “It is an honor to represent the residents of Connecticut in this matter, and I will make sure their voice is heard on the vital issues handled by this office.  These issues impact every one of us who lives in Connecticut.”


A graduate of Cornell University, Boston University School of Law, and Trinity College, Katz lives in West Hartford with her husband Steve Katz, an attorney, and their two teenage sons.
###
The Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) is the State of Connecticut’s advocate for all utility ratepayers.  OCC seeks to ensure just and reasonable rates and reliable utility service for customers of Connecticut’s electric, gas, telephone, and water utilities and reasonable protection for cable television customers.  For more information, visit www.ct.gov/occ.   
