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	CONSUMER COUNSEL RELEASES REPORT ON 
HIGH-SPEED INTERNET OPPORTUNITIES IN CONNECTICUT; 
UPCOMING CONNECTICUT BROADBAND CONFERENCE 
WILL GUIDE NEXT STEPS

NEW BRITAIN, Conn. (March 22, 2016) –  Consumer Counsel Elin Swanson Katz today released a report entitled, “Broadband in Connecticut: Opportunities for the State and Localities to Enable World-Class Broadband,” discussing the importance of Connecticut continuing to make progress toward ubiquitous, affordable high-speed internet service, providing recommendations for policymakers, and describing several financing models that municipalities may use to achieve that goal in their communities.  The report was prepared by CTC Technology & Energy, a Washington D.C.-based expert consulting firm.

The report and its findings will be a primary topic at the Connecticut Broadband Conference in the Legislative Office Building on March 23, beginning with registration at 8:30 am.  

In addition to industry experts, numerous government officials are slated to speak at the conference, including Connecticut State Comptroller Kevin Lembo, State Senator Beth Bye, New Haven Mayor Toni Harp, Hartford Mayor Luke Bronin, West Hartford Deputy Mayor Shari Cantor, and Sharon Selectwoman Jessica Fowler, along with Consumer Counsel Katz.  

While the report recognizes that Connecticut has better-than-average internet service today for many citizens, it also highlights that Connecticut is part of a very competitive Northeast region for internet services because of the dense population, income levels, and the demands of data-driven businesses.  In order to keep pace with neighbors like Massachusetts and New York who have authorized many millions in state funding initiatives for broadband development, the report recommends that Connecticut and its municipalities create an environment in which private capital is attracted to the state for broadband development.  Because of Connecticut’s regulatory environment and demonstrated municipal interest in this area, the report projects that Connecticut has the means to become a regional and national leader on deployment of high-speed fiber-to-the-premises (FTTP) networks, at speeds of a gigabit per second or higher, and lists several low-cost and moderate-cost methods to achieve that objective.

The report identifies several evolving models that localities have used elsewhere to promote broadband development that may also have success here.  Options for municipalities discussed in the report include:

· financing and building a full or partial fiber network either on their own or with a private sector partner;

· encouraging new private investment through economic development incentives and other measures; 

· negotiating formal public–private partnerships, akin to those used for transit and toll-road construction projects, with public funding and private execution; and

· developing hybrid models, in which a locality and private partner find a creative way to share some mix of the capital, operating, and maintenance costs of a broadband network, including an approach where a locality builds ubiquitous fiber throughout a community and then leases it to a private partner that will pay for use of the fiber and bear all operating risk.  

Successful efforts in Westminster, Maryland, Santa Cruz, California, Huntsville, Alabama, Kansas City, Missouri, Austin, Texas, and Chattanooga, Tennessee are discussed in the report.

In addition, the report recommends that state and local policymakers consider grant funding programs where awards are issued in a competitive process, establishing “dig once” policies where fiber and conduit that can house fiber is deployed during road construction, maximization of the use of the federal E-rate subsidy program by schools and libraries, facilitating placement of fiber on utility poles by promoting “one touch” make-ready processes, where all the communications infrastructure is moved at one time to clear space for fiber, creating a broadband infrastructure bank akin to the Connecticut Green Bank, and establishing a certification program whereby Connecticut buildings that do have high-speed internet services would be identified and publicized.   

“This report provides excellent guidance not only to municipalities but to private investors, industry participants, legislators, and other state government officials about the opportunities in Connecticut to enter the next phase of progress in deployment of infrastructure for high-speed internet services,” Consumer Counsel Katz said.  “As the report demonstrates, the development of robust, reliable, and affordable high-speed broadband services in Connecticut is readily achievable, which will provide a myriad of benefits to citizens, businesses, schools, hospitals, and local governments.”  

The report seeks in part to assist participants in “CT Gig,” a collaboration of municipalities in Connecticut that seek to develop partnerships with Internet service providers to create gigabit-speed fiber networks. (CT Gig Project. http://www.osc.ct.gov/gig/). The project was launched in September 2014 and first included the cities of New Haven, West Hartford, and Stamford.  Those three cities issued a joint request for qualifications (RFQ) to solicit ideas and proposals from companies that would be interested in partnering with the communities to build competitive fiber networks.  The cities later invited other municipalities in the State to join the RFQ, and 46 municipalities, representing 50 percent of the State’s population, did join.  The number of participating members has now grown to more than 100 Connecticut towns and cities. 
 
Katz said her goals, in her dual role as the Consumer Counsel and the head of the State Broadband Office (SBO), are to facilitate the deployment of state-of-the art optical fiber networks throughout the state, such that citizens will have access to gigabit speeds or higher for $70 to $100 per month, and also to develop even faster networks to support the heavy data demands of Connecticut’s high-tech industries, including the bioscience, health care, and insurance industries.  The SBO is working with the Connecticut Economic Resource Center, Inc. (CERC), the Connecticut Center for Advanced Technologies (CCAT), CTC Technology & Energy, and the Washington, D.C.-based law firm of Baller Herbst Stokes & Lide, P.C., state and municipal elected officials, and others on three main tasks:  (1) surveying the current broadband options for consumers, their satisfaction level with current options, and their anticipated needs in the future; (2) developing cost estimates for building fiber networks within the state; and (3) identifying financial models for municipalities that are interested in facilitating the development of fiber networks within their communities.





###

The Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) is the State of Connecticut’s advocate for consumers on issues relating to electricity, natural gas, water, and telecommunications.  For more information, visit www.ct.gov/occ.  The State Broadband Office (SBO) is part of the Office of Consumer Counsel by statute, and works to facilitate the availability of broadband access to every state citizen and to increase access to and the adoption of ultra-high-speed gigabit capable broadband networks.
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