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	INDUSTRY EXPERTS CALL ENGAGEMENT OF STATE AND LOCAL OFFICIALS AROUND BROADBAND ISSUES “STUNNING,” RECOMMEND TARGETED PILOT FUNDING FOR GIGABIT NETWORKING IN CONNECTICUT 

NEW BRITAIN, Conn. (March 9, 2016) – In a report released today by Consumer Counsel Elin Swanson Katz, “Recommendation: The Potential for Pilot Funding for Gigabit Networking in Connecticut,” telecommunication experts deem the CT Gig program “a singular and exemplary effort,” and state that the effort “represents the first statewide initiative to build a coalition of the great majority of localities within any state to explore options for both public and private investment.” 

The CT Gig program is an effort by Connecticut municipalities, supported by the Office of Consumer Counsel and the State Broadband Office, as well as many state officials and legislators, including Comptroller Kevin Lembo and Appropriations Chair Senator Beth Bye (D-West Hartford), to identify public-private partnership models to develop ultra-high-speed gigabit or “Gig” fiber networks.  The CT Gig program was initiated by New Haven, Stamford, and West Hartford, but since its inception in 2014, over 100 municipalities have expressed interest in exploring such public-private partnership options.

The report, prepared by national consultancy CTC Technology & Energy (CTC), states,

Simply put, the local government participation in the CT Gig program was unprecedented anywhere else in the United States and a stunning outcome.  The level of interest generated by the CT Gig program at the local level, both among government officials and the public, was greater than we have seen elsewhere in two decades of working on comparable projects.  In our estimation, one of the great accomplishments of the CT Gig program was catalyzing local planning processes in a wide range of Connecticut communities, and providing guidance and support to those communities as they have explored their own needs, assets, and opportunities.

In fact, CTC staff reported that in every state they visit, one of the first questions they are asked is about the CT Gig initiative and how that effort can be duplicated elsewhere.

“This has been a community-based, grass-roots efforts by local officials, with considerable support from state officials and legislators, the business community, internet service providers, and other stakeholders, to identify the best options to develop state-of-the-art fiber infrastructure,” Consumer Counsel Katz said.  “Each municipality is assessing its needs, evaluating the priority areas within its community, and then considering how best to drive cheaper, faster broadband services into those priority areas.  There are also numerous efforts underway by towns and cities to work together.  It represents the best in Yankee ingenuity.”

Consumer Counsel Katz noted that Connecticut already has some of the most connected residents in the country, but added that there are still needs to be addressed, especially as business and industry are demanding ever-faster broadband speeds at affordable prices in order to compete with other states and nations in which Connecticut businesses market high-tech goods and services.  

“Connecticut is ‘Still Revolutionary’ and not a state content to stand still, especially with the pace of technology evolving more quickly every day.  We need to consider not just how do we keep up with our neighboring states, but how do we surpass them, how do we continue to be a leader in the digital economy,” Katz said.  “This discussion is flowing from Main Street all the way to Capitol Avenue and has already created opportunities for our municipalities.  It’s essential that we keep this initiative going.”

Indeed, the CTC report states it is clear “that Connecticut is committed to supporting its economy and its communities with world-class infrastructure,” and that CTC’s research reveals, “Connecticut was the first state to connect every school district building throughout its territory over robust fiber optics—an effort that was then adopted as a best practice in many other states following Connecticut’s successful efforts.”

The CTC report recommends that the State consider creating a modest broadband matching grant program for targeted municipal pilot projects to catalyze and incent local government and private investment in the infrastructure that enables gigabit services – fiber-to-the-premises (FTTP).  It suggests a competitive process to select the most viable projects that target specific needs with maximum leverage of private capital.

[bookmark: _GoBack]This recommendation comes as the Planning and Development Committee of the legislature is scheduled to hear testimony at the Legislative Office Building on just such a pilot project proposal, SB 331, AN ACT ESTABLISHING A HIGH-SPEED INTERNET SERVICE PILOT PROGRAM, this Friday, March 11, at 11 am. 

The report’s findings conclude:

· The Northeast/New England Region is not seeing significant new broadband investment by the private sector without public catalysts – specifically, these regions are not in the FTTP investment plans of Google Fiber, which has announced enormous investments in more than two dozen cities, none of them located in the Northeast or New England regions.

· The neighboring states of New York and Massachusetts have created two of the three most significant state funding mechanisms for next generation broadband such as FTTP (the other state is California);

· The ongoing execution of state funding programs for local broadband efforts in New York and Massachusetts are likely attracting large amounts of private capital that seeks access to the public funding and the benefit from the new infrastructure, and Connecticut could also seek to gain access to such private capital;

· A pilot program, even if modest in scale, would allow the State to maintain momentum developed thus far, and not cede the broadband landscape to neighboring states and their most prominent cities.

· A pilot program would send a clear message to businesses and workers that communications infrastructure is a critical part of state policy-making and Connecticut is seeking a significant investment in state-of-the-art infrastructure that will enable the next generation of Internet uses by companies and consumers.


The report can be found on the Office of Consumer Counsel’s website.



	


###

The Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) is the State of Connecticut’s advocate for consumers on issues relating to electricity, natural gas, water, and telecommunications.  For more information, visit www.ct.gov/occ. 
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