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September 24, 2009
Good Morning:

I am writing to thank you for your support and advocacy during this past legislative session to ensure that the Office of the Child Advocate (OCA) remains the office of accountability for Connecticut’s children.  Through your efforts, and the wisdom and leadership of our Legislature, Connecticut will continue as a national model for independent oversight and transparency of government services to children and their families and promoting child safety and fatality prevention through the state’s Child Fatality Review Panel.
It takes great courage for a state to be committed to this level of transparency.  For more than a decade, the OCA has harnessed its unique statutory authority, independence and access to otherwise confidential information to investigate and evaluate state funded and state-operated programs and services for children, identify areas in need of attention and make recommendations to protect the rights of Connecticut’s children.  As a result, only OCA can independently review information across all child-serving systems and programs and provide a safe haven for public officials, citizens, providers and state employees to report system failures that affect the health and safety of our children.  And thanks to your efforts, OCA is able to continue as an effective watchdog of over $4 billion of state funds with a highly specialized and multidisciplinary staff.  

There is still much work ahead.  Now, more than ever, as the economic climate places even greater stress on families and requires reductions in funding for critical services, Connecticut’s children need an independent oversight state agency with access to information and the authority to take action on their behalf.  The OCA will continue to review and investigate the care provided to children living in state-funded facilities and seek corrective action where we uncover ineffective and harmful practices. We will continue to investigate and monitor where children languish in unnecessarily high levels of very costly care and advocate for timely discharge of those children to more appropriate programs or placements.  OCA will continue to monitor children’s access to needed mental health and medical services and advocate for a continuum of services for all children.  We will continue to investigate and advocate on behalf of the rights and protections of children with disabilities.  We will persist as an independent voice for Connecticut’s children living in foster care, congregate care, detention centers, adult prisons and out-of-state facilities to ensure their safety and well-being.  We will stay vigilant to safeguard the gains made by the Department of Children and Families so that children in state care continue to have appropriate plans for services and treatment and that they live in families rather than institutions whenever possible.  

I look forward to our future collaboration and advocacy and will keep you apprised of OCA’s specific initiatives and findings in the months ahead.  

Sincerely,
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Child Advocate
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