
OFFICE OF THE CHILD ADVOCATE

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Minutes

July 6, 2010 Special Meeting
Members Present:  Michael Schwarzchild, Harry Romanowitz
Members Excused:  Judge Christine Keller, Shelley Geballe, Marie Mas, Sue Cousineau
OCA Staff Present:  Jeanne Milstein, Sharon Dexler
The Office of the Child Advocate (OCA) Advisory Committee came to order at 10:15AM.

Approval of Minutes from Meeting of September 15, 2009:
The minutes from the September 15, 2009 regular meeting were approved.
Old Business:

Legislative Priorities:

· OCA Budget:  The Office of the Child Advocate remains funded for the 2011 fiscal year with a reduction in Other Expenses.  Position count remains unchanged.
· Educational stability for children in foster care:  The educational stability bill, which requires that children in foster care remain in their school of origin when it is in their best interest, passed during the recently adjourned session of the General Assembly.
· Transfer of Young Adults – This bill did not pass this session.
Update by Child Advocate:
Amicus Brief – The Department of Children and Families filed a motion to vacate the Juan F. Consent Decree and Exit Plan in federal court.  The Plaintiffs, represented by Children’s Rights, have filed a memorandum of law in opposition to the Defendant’s motion.  OCA will submit an amicus brief to the Court in support of the plaintiffs.
York Correctional Institution (YCI)/Services for Girls/Manson Youth Correctional Institution – The census of girls at York Correctional Institution has been low for almost a year; OCA will continue its work in this facility.  Manson Youth Institution, a correctional facility for boys, will be a priority area for OCA during this fiscal year.  
Riverview Hospital – Riverview will remain a focus of OCA staff’s attention.  The seclusion and restraint rates remain high.
Study of Young Children in Congregate Care – With the assistance of Joan Kaufman, Co-Director, Zigler Center Child Welfare Unit at Yale University, OCA is studying the impact of congregate care on children under the age of six.  Based on our findings, legislation may be introduced next year about “under six no shift care.”
Transition Planning – This will remain a priority area for OCA in the coming year.
Child Fatality Review Panel/Michael B. – The Child Fatality Review Panel has recently seen a number of child fatalities as a result of children falling out of windows.  Dr. Romanowitz discussed a Stamford ordinance that requires window guards on all rental units and makes landlords responsible for the installation.
Annual Report/Annual Evaluation – OCA staff are drafting its annual report for 2009-2010; Sue Cousineau has agreed to draft the letter of evaluation of the OCA for the same period.
“First 100 Days” White Paper – OCA staff have drafted a white paper that will be distributed to all gubernatorial candidates after the August primary.  It will call for the creation of a children’s cabinet to cross state agencies and will create an additional safety net for children in Connecticut
New Business:
Election of Chair – Michael Schwartchild nominated Sue Cousineau as Chairperson of the Office of the Child Advocate Advisory Committee; Dr. Romanowitz seconded.  Motion carried.
Possibility of teleconferencing or online meetings – The OCA currently lacks the hardware necessary to teleconference.  Dr. Romanowitz suggested that we explore a partnership with a law office that may have the capability and would be willing to donate the service.

Other Business/Announcements:
Recognizing/Thanking Jim Cordier – A card will be purchased and sent thanking Jim Cordier for his service to the Advisory Committee.
Adjournment– Meeting was adjourned at 11:00AM.
Next meeting:  September214, 2009 at 10:00 AM at the Office of the Child Advocate, 999 Asylum Avenue, Hartford, CT

