



OFFICE OF THE CHILD ADVOCATE

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Minutes

March 8, 2011 Meeting
Members Present:  Sue Cousineau, Judge Christine Keller, Harry Romanowitz, Virginia Shiller
Members Excused:  Shelley Geballe, Marie McPadden
OCA Staff Present:  Jeanne Milstein, Sharon Dexler
The Office of the Child Advocate (OCA) Advisory Committee was called to order by Chair Sue Cousineau at 10:45AM.  It was announced that Michael Schwarzchild has resigned from the panel and Virginia Shiller has been appointed by the Connecticut Psychological Association as its new representative to the Advisory Committee.  Dr. Shiller was introduced.
Approval of Minutes from Meeting of September 21, 2010:
The minutes from the September 21, 2010 regular meeting were approved.
Old Business:

Legislative Priorities:

· Transfer of Young Adults – Governor Malloy has incorporated money for the transfer of young adults into his budget proposal.
· Congregate Care – A bill which would require that children under 6 not be placed in congregate care is making its way through the legislative process.

Update by Child Advocate:
Governor Malloy’s budget proposal re:  Office of the Child Advocate – Governor Malloy has proposed that the OCA staff be reduced from 9 positions to two positions (Child Advocate and one position to staff the Child Fatality Review Panel).  This represents a 77% reduction in staff.  The Child Advocate will appear before Appropriations Subcommittee General Government A this afternoon to inform members of the implications of this proposal for Connecticut’s children.
York Correctional Institution (YCI)/Services for Girls/Manson Youth Correctional Institution – Leo Arnone has been appointed by Governor Malloy to continue to serve as the Commissioner of the Department of Correction.  Through its work at YCI, staff members have found that the culture of the institution has transformed the conditions of confinement for girls from a prison to more of a treatment program atmosphere.  The census of girls at York Correctional Institution has been low for almost a year; OCA will continue its work in this facility.  Manson Youth Institution, a correctional facility for boys, is a priority area for OCA during this fiscal year.  We will be looking at the conditions of confinement (including boys being locked up for 23 out of 24 hours per day resulting in a lack of education and recreation) and the orientation that is given to boys upon re-entry to the facility.
Riverview Hospital/Connecticut Children’s Place (CCP) – Riverview will remain a focus of OCA staff’s attention.  .
Mental Health Coalition – OCA is partnering with members of Keep the Promise Alliance to draft a blueprint for children’s mental health services in Connecticut..
Child Fatality Review Panel (CFRP) – The Child Fatality Review Panel has recently seen a number of child fatalities due to SIDS and co-sleeping  CFRP is focusing on prevention in drownings, safe sleep, shaken baby and suicide.
New Business:
None.
Adjournment– Meeting was adjourned at 11:55AM.
Next meeting:  June 14, 2011 at 10:00 AM at the Office of the Child Advocate, 999 Asylum Avenue, Hartford, CT

