
OFFICE OF THE CHILD ADVOCATE

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Minutes

March 17, 2009 Meeting
Members Present:  Sue Cousineau, Jim Cordier, Shelley Geballe, and Harry Romanowitz
Guests Present:  Andrea Barton Reeves

OCA Staff Present:  Jeanne Milstein, Mickey Kramer, Sharon Dexler
The Office of the Child Advocate (OCA) Advisory Committee was called to order at 10:10AM by Chair Jim Cordier.  A quorum of members was present.
Approval of Minutes from Meetings of December 16, 2008 and February 10, 2009:
A motion was made by Sue Cousineau to accept the minutes of December 16, 2008.  The motion was seconded by Harry Romanowitz.  Motion carried.
A motion was made by Harry Romanowitz to accept the minutes of the special meeting held on February 10, 2009, after correcting the spelling of his name.  The motion was seconded by Jim Cordier.  Shelley Geballe abstained from voting because she did not attend the meeting.
Old Business:

Legislative Priorities:

· Educational stability for children in foster care:  This bill is currently schedule for a vote by the Education Committee of the Legislature.
· Transitioning of young adults:  This bill had a public hearing before the Human Services Committee of the Legislature.
· Catastrophic Medical Expense Pool:  A bill which would establish a catastrophic medical expense pool to be administered through the Office of the Healthcare Advocate has been drafted by the Joint Committee on Insurance and Real Estate (cosponsored by Representative Linda Schofield-H.B. 6152).
· Raise the Age:  This bill is tied up due to a fiscal note.  In-school suspensions would be delayed until 2012.
Update by Child Advocate:
Reappointment of the Child Advocate – Jeanne Milstein reviewed the history of her reappointment.  In March 2008, the OCA Advisory Committee voted to recommend to the Governor reappointment of Jeanne Milstein as Child Advocate and forwarded the recommendation to the Governor.  In May, 2008, Governor Rell sent a letter to Jeanne reconfirming her until the 6th Wednesday of Legislative Session.  On January 9, 2009, the Governor forwarded a list of interim appointments to the General Assembly for their consideration and reappointment of the Child Advocate was included.  This was to be followed by a letter from the Governor to the General Assembly for each individual appointment so that a confirmation hearing could be scheduled by the Executive and Legislative Nominations Committee; this letter was not sent.  Based on conversation with General Assembly leadership and staff, it appears that the State Senate believes that, even in the absence of the letter, it was the intent of the Governor to reappoint and the hearing should be scheduled.  The House disagrees and will not schedule the hearing at this time.  
Survival of OCA/Current Budget/New Biennium Budget – Jeanne thanked Committee members for their efforts and their support, including some members testifying in opposition to sections of S.B. 839 at a public hearing of the Government Administration and Elections Committee on March 16th.  Committee members discussed further efforts that could be taken, including sending a letter to all legislators.  Jeanne reviewed reductions that OCA has made to decrease expenditures in the current fiscal year (including no purchasing, reduction in the use of wireless devises, no additional proposed PSAs and the loss of use of 1 state vehicle) and $30,000 of reductions proposed to the Legislature’s Appropriations Subgroup for the next biennium.
York Correctional Institution (YCI)/Services for Girls – Due to the commitment and leadership by the Commissioner of the Department of Correction, substantial positive changes have been made at YCI and Manson.
Riverview Hospital – The Monitor position ends on June 30th; the high use of restraints continues.
Stonington Institute(SI) – Due to the OCA/OAG investigation, 2 units at SI have been closed.  OCA will continue to watch.  Multiple problems have been identified with the Department of Public Health’s licensure of the facility.
Child Fatality Review/Michael Brown Report – With the Child Welfare League of America and DCF, the OCA and the Child Fatality Review Panel (CFRP) have investigated the death of Michael Brown and have drafted a report.  It is unclear at this time if this report will be issued jointly to the public or if OCA will release a separate report.
Teen Dating Violence Initiative – Due to budget reductions at the funding source, CHEFA, funding for this initiative will end on 6/30/09.
Social Workers Survey/Voluntary Services Review – OCA continues to review the voluntary services program.  Also, the OCA, the Attorney General’s Office and the Connecticut chapter of the National Association of Social Workers are surveying licensed clinical social workers (LCSWs) in Connecticut regarding children’s mental health and the possible shortage of providers.
New Business:
None.
Other Business:
None.
Adjournment– Meeting was adjourned at 11:10AM.
Next meeting:  June 16, 2009 at 10:00AM at the Office of the Child Advocate, 999 Asylum Avenue, Hartford, CT

