
OFFICE OF THE CHILD ADVOCATE

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Minutes

June 17, 2008 Meeting
Members Present:  Susan Cousineau, Jim Cordier, Shelley Geballe, Judge Keller, Marie Mas, Harry Romanowitz and Michael Schwarzchild
OCA Staff Present:  Jeanne Milstein, Mickey Kramer, Sharon Dexler
The Office of the Child Advocate Advisory Committee was called to order at 10:15AM by Jim Cordier.  A quorum of members was present.
Approval of Minutes from Meeting of March 11, 2008:
A motion was made by Judge Keller to accept the minutes of March 11, 2008.  Motion was seconded by Harry Romanowitz.  Jim Cordier, Shelley Geballe, Judge Keller, Marie Mas and Harry Romanowitz voted to accept while Susan Cousineau and Michael Schwarzchild abstained.  Motion carried.

Old Business:
Annual Report – Copies of the OCA Annual Report for 2006-2007 were distributed.  Jim Cordier will provide the evaluation letter of the Office of the Child Advocate for the period 7/1/06 to 6/30/07 by the OCA Advisory Committee.
Reappointment of Jeanne Milstein as Child Advocate – Upon the recommendation of the OCA Advisory Committee, Governor M. Jodi Rell has reappointed Jeanne Milstein as the state Child Advocate for a four-year term.  A copy of the letter was circulated.
Update by Child Advocate:
Jeanne Milstein noted that with the exception of bills regarding graduated licensing for teens and a bullying bill, legislation supported by Office of the Child Advocate did not pass.  Specifically:
Transitioning of Young Adults Aged 18-23 – The proposed bill regarding the transition of youth from DCF to DMHAS sought the collection of specific data.  The bill was not considered before the end of the Session.
Educational Stability – The joint proposed bill with Connecticut Voices for Children and the Center for Children’s Advocacy called for educational stability for children in foster care.  The bill was not considered before the end of the Session due to the fiscal note.

Children with Special Health Care Needs – OCA’s proposed bill would have established a catastrophic insurance relief fund for families with children with special health care needs, based on the New Jersey or Massachusetts models where a small employer tax is used to fund catastrophic relief.  CBIA opposes the bill based on the funding stream and it was not considered before the end of the Session.
Program Review and Investigations Committee Report - The proposed bill would have implemented the Program Review and Investigations Committee report requiring DCF to report back to OCA.  The bill was not considered before the end of the Session.
FWSN - The portion of the bill to fully fund the family support centers recommended by the FWSN Advisory Committee was gutted, so only technical revisions that cost nothing passed.  The remaining 6 family support centers have not been funded.
Juvenile Jurisdiction – The bill, supported by OCA, regarding juvenile justice in Connecticut was not considered before the end of the Session.
York Correctional Institution/Services for Girls – There are a record number of girls currently at the York Correctional Institution, the only adult women’s correctional facility in Connecticut.  Many of the girls are DCF-involved and some have a $500 bond which DCF will not post.  In recent months, there have been a number of incidents where girls are being arrested in DCF residential treatment placements and are being sent directly to York.  The DOC has done a extraordinary job changing their culture to be receptive to the children in their custody as a result of the efforts of OCA staff (Heather Panciera, Elysa Gordon, Faith Vos Winkel, Mickey Kramer), but more work remains.  OCA is preparing a briefing paper outlining recommendations for services for girls; the briefing paper may be framed as a women’s issue where we would seek the support and assistance of the Commission on Women, NOW and others.
Lake Grove of Durham – The Lake Grove of Durham Report that includes facts, findings and recommendations of the joint investigation (OCA and Office of the Attorney General) will be completed in the next several weeks.

CASA Report – The report on CASA, which resulted from a joint investigation by OCA and Office of the Attorney General, is waiting for final edits and approval from Attorney General Dick Blumenthal.

New Business:

Staffing Needs – The Governor, through the Office of the Policy and Management, has issued a hiring freeze which will adversely affect staffing at OC in that the position currently vacant cannot be filled.  In addition, the use of consultants is limited to those services that cannot be provided by existing staff.  A draft of a letter of response from the Child Advocate to OPM Secretary Robert Genuario was distributed for comment.  Committee member Shelly Geballe requested that a copy of the original directive and guidelines for the state hiring freeze/ban on use of consultants be sent to all committee members. 
Legislation – Please see summary of proposed bills above.
Priorities – Services for Children with Austism – A small working group will be formed to discuss children with developmental disabilities and the lack of services available.  Members of an initial strategy group will include Jeanne Milstein, Dr. Ami Klin, Lois Rosenwald, Karen Zrenda and OCA Committee member Marie Mas.  To be included in a larger work group will be Rep. Abercrombie, Rep. Guiliano, Speaker of the House Amenn, possibly a representative of Family First in Stamford and parents and others.  Michael Schwarzchild discussed children with autism, who do not need educational support but do need social skills training, not having a resource available to provide this training.
Other Business:

Teen Dating Violence Initiative –CHEFA has increased funding for the Healthy Teen Relationships from $20,000 in the current fiscal year to $70,500 in the next fiscal year to continue this work in partnership with the Community Research Institute and, in addition, the Ct. Forum.
DCF Voluntary Services – OCA is trying to determine how many families in the state are attempting to access DCF voluntary services.  Data is not currently kept on families that apply, but are declined.
Adjournment– Meeting was adjourned at 11:30AM.

Next Meeting – September 9, 2008

