
OFFICE OF THE CHILD ADVOCATE

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Minutes

March 11, 2008 Meeting
Members Present:  Jim Cordier, Shelley Geballe, Judge Keller, Harry Romanowitz
Members Excused:  Susan Cousineau, Marie Mas, Michael Schwarzchild

OCA Staff Present:  Jeanne Milstein, Mickey Kramer, Sharon Dexler
The Office of the Child Advocate Advisory Committee was called to order at 10:15AM by Jim Cordier.

A motion was made to move into Executive Session at 10:15AM.  A motion was made at 10:45AM to move out of Executive Session.  Those present voted unanimously to send a letter to Governor Rell concerning Jeanne Milstein’s re-appointment as Child Advocate.   The letter, as written by Jim Cordier, was amended slightly before being approved by unanimous vote.
Approval of Minutes from Meeting of September 25, 2007:
A motion was made by Dr. Romanowitz to accept the minutes of September 25, 2007.  Motion was seconded by Judge Keller.  Motion carried.

Approval of Minutes from Meeting of January 15, 2008:

A motion was made by Judge Keller to accept the minutes of January 15, 2008.  Motion was seconded by Shelley Geballe.  Motion carried.

Old Business:
Annual Report – Jeanne Milstein reported that the OCA Annual Report for 2006-2007 will be completed by the end of the month by consultant Bruce Putterman.
Lake Grove of Durham – Jeanne Milstein reported that the Lake Grove of Durham Report that includes facts, findings and recommendations of the joint investigation (OCA and Office of the Attorney General) will be completed by the end of the month.  Jeanne Milstein also reported that an addendum is being prepared that tracks what has happened to children at Lake Grove since it has closed.
CASA Report – Jeanne Milstein reported that report is in the final stages of preparation.

Update by Child Advocate:
Jeanne Milstein noted for the record the responsiveness and extraordinary leadership of Commissioner Lantz of the Department of Correction.  She has shown that the Department will do whatever it takes to help children in the Correction system.
Staffing Needs – The Legislative Program Review and Investigations Committee examined the Department of Children and Families and, in addition to many recommendations regarding DCF, they also recommended more staff positions at OCA.  Many legislators have also indicated that they support more positions for OCA.  OCA is seeking the additional staff during the budget adjustment session of the General Assembly.  Requested positions include a facilities person, a data person, an investigatory person and a lawyer. 
Legislative Priorities:
Criminal Justice – OCA supports full funding for the Family Support Centers recommended by the FWSN Advisory Board, as well as any initiatives resulting from the work of the JJPOCC.
Judicial Review of Children in DCF Care - Judge Keller reported on behalf of the Judicial Branch that they are opposed to this bill as it will be difficult to implement due to extremely limited resources and other issues.

Transitioning of Young Adults Aged 18-23 – The proposed bill regarding the transition of youth from DCF to DMHAS seeks the collection of specific data.  The DCF and DMHAS believe that they need more personnel in order to implement the bill.
Catastrophic Illness in Children Relief Fund – OCA’s proposed bill would establish a catastrophic insurance relief fund for families with children with special health care needs, based on the New Jersey or Massachusetts models where a small employer tax is used to fund catastrophic relief.  CBIA opposes the bill based on the funding stream.
Educational Stability – A joint proposed bill with Connecticut Voices for Children and the Center for Children’s Advocacy calls for educational stability for children in foster care by using the Oregon model where judges have discretion in deciding educational placement.  Judge Keller suggests that the proposal start with older children as she is concerned that either the DCF worker or foster parent will need to provide transportation to the child’s school, which might not be possible.
Moving Licensure of DCF Facilities to DPH – This bill proposes to move licensure of DCF’s outside providers from DCF to the Department of Health.  Judge Keller urges that if the legislation passes that a separate unit within DPH be established.
Other Business:

Teen Dating Violence Initiative –CHEFA has funded the Teen Dating Violence Initiative since attending the Governor’s Summit in 2006.  Two years ago, CHEFA provided a small grant to OCA to explore promoting healthy teen relationships; OCA is working with CHEFA on their proposal to increase the grant money this year to continue this work.
Bullying, Suicide Prevention and the Governor’s Task Force on Teen Driving – OCA’s participation in all of these areas is a result of the Child Fatality Review Panel’s work.
Mental Health Investigation - With the assistance of volunteer Marvin Koff, a psychiatrist and lawyer, OCA is investigating a possible cost shift for mental health services.

DCF Voluntary Services – OCA is trying to determine how many families in the state are attempting to access DCF voluntary services.  Data is not currently kept on families that apply, but are declined.
Family First Program – Dr. Romanowitz discussed the Family First program – a resource for families in Fairfield County who have a child with autism spectrum disorder.
Adjournment– Meeting was adjourned at 11:45AM.

Next Meeting – June 10, 2008

