



OFFICE OF THE CHILD ADVOCATE

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Minutes

January 15, 2008

Present:  Jeanne Milstein, Judge Keller, Marie Mas

Guest and Recorder:  Sharon Dexler

Excused:  Jim Cordier, Shelley Geballe, Susan Cousineau, Harry Romanowitz, Michael Schwarzchild

Quorum not present; no votes taken.
The Office of the Child Advocate Advisory Committee was called to order at 10:30AM by Jeanne Milstein.

I. Introductions

II. Approval of Minutes from Meeting of September 25, 2007 – Tabled.
III. Old Business:
Annual Report – The OCA Annual Report for 2006-2007 will be completed shortly.

Lake Grove of Durham – Report that includes facts, finding and recommendations of the joint investigation (OCA and Office of the Attorney General) of Lake Grove of Durham facility will be completed soon.
IV. Update by Child Advocate:
Staffing Needs – The Legislative Program Review and Investigations Committee, after examining the Department of Children and Families, has made recommendations that include the OCA taking on more investigatory work, but OCA cannot do that with present staffing.  Staff needed include a facilities person, a data person, an investigatory person and a lawyer.  Copies of the Kay Points and Recommendations from the Report will be sent to OCA Advisory Committee members.

Legislation/Priorities:
Transitioning of Young Adults aged 18-23 – Poor transitioning for children aged 18-23 from DCF to DDS or DMHAS continues to be a concern due to lack of resources.  Legislation is needed that would require that certain types of data be kept so that improvement can be made.

Children with Special Health Care Needs – We are looking at the possibility of developing a catastrophic insurance relief fund for families with children with special health care needs, based on the New Jersey or Massachusetts models where a small employer tax is used to fund catastrophic insurance relief.  We are working with the Catalyst Research Center to provide data in hopes of getting a waiver.
Katie Beckett Waivers – We will insure that the extra 15 slots mandated by the General Assembly last year are filled and that all money allocated is used.

Criminal Justice – Judge Keller spoke about the need for funding for the Raise the Age implementation and for FWSN.  There is a need for a state statute which will guide judges in determining if a child is restorable or not.
Permanency – We are working toward educational stability for children in foster care by using the Oregon model where judges have discretion in deciding educational placement.

V. Other Business:

Bullying Pilot Project – Marie Mas reported that that pilot study proposed for Easton, Redding and Regional School District 9 identifying middle school and high school students that are victims of bullying will go forward as all three school boards have approved.  Boards did ask why the study concerns bullying victims instead of those that are bullying.

CASA – Report of OCA/OAG Investigation is in the process of being finalized.

VI. Adjournment– Meeting was adjourned at 11:35AM.


