LEGISLATIVE ALERT!!!!!

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!!!

Children of Connecticut need your help.  The recently released deficit mitigation plan includes devastating cuts to critical services for children and families and a proposal to cut staffing at the Office of the Child Advocate by 50%.

Some of these cuts have already been made without legislative approval, under the Governor’s rescission authority.  Most devastating among these are the cuts in services to children and youth with mental health and behavioral health needs, including:

· Suspension of intake for voluntary services under DCF (budget cut of $162,500);

· Suspension of intake for voluntary services under DDS (budget cut of $2.5 million);

· $886,667 reduction in funding for Young Adult Services through DMHAS and delaying young adult services placements for 185 young adults by two weeks (total budget cut of more than $1.1 million); and

· Reductions in funding for community based mental health services. 

The cuts don’t stop there.   The proposed deficit mitigation plan also includes a host of other cuts affecting children and families including cuts to prevention and early intervention services; postponing implementation of Raise the Age; suspension in new funding for enhanced care coordination; suspension for a youth employment program; reduction of funding for children with special health care needs and school based health clinics; elimination of the Commission on Children; and elimination or suspension of programs operated by the Children’s Trust Fund.  While many of these cuts are to budget line items that include a variety of services and the affected state agencies are still making decisions about how to implement them, there is no doubt that the impact on services to children and families will be significant. 
In the midst of these dramatic cuts in children’s mental health and other services, the proposed deficit mitigation plan also includes a proposal to cut staffing in half at the Office of the Child Advocate (OCA), the state’s watchdog for children.  These cuts, combined with the significant budget cuts already implemented will leave OCA with only a handful of staff to oversee the care and treatment of thousands of children served by no fewer than 8 state agencies whose combined budget is approximately $4 billion.

Leaving only a handful of staff will jeopardize OCA’s ability to investigate and bring about reform or closure of unsafe and inadequate residential facilities for children, ensure that children and youth with mental health needs receive adequate care, investigate complaints from parents and others, and investigate the deaths of children in state care.  This is work that can only be done by OCA because of its unique statutory access to children, records, and facilities.

A special legislative session is scheduled for December 15, 2009 to consider the cuts requiring legislative approval.  We urge you to contact the Governor and your legislators to preserve critical children’s services and OCA’s capacity to be an effective watchdog and advocate for children.
Call, write, or email the Governor at: Governor M. Jodi Rell, Executive Office of the Governor, State Capitol, 210 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut 06106; Greater Hartford Area: 860-566-4840; Toll Free: 800-406-1527; TDD: 860-524-7397; E-Mail:
Governor.Rell@ct.gov
You can find your legislator by going to: http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/menu/CGAFindLeg.asp 
