FISHING VESSEL SAFETY
FACT SHEET

#4 Visual Distress Signals

A visual distress signal is anything that makes you big-
ger, brighter or more noticeable to someone trying to
find you. By yourself, you are a pretty smatitargetin a
very larpe ocean, even under ideal conditions.

Table 28,145 lists the distress signal requirements for
fishing vessels. These arc in addition o those required
10 be carried in the service pack (SOLAS A/ B or
Coastal Service Puck) found in your inflatabie buoyant
apparatus, The type of distress signal you are required
to carry depends on how far offshore you operate.

TABLE 28,145 —=Dis7TRESS S‘G«ALS

Area Davicos required

3 parachula tlares,
approvael sones 48 GFR
160.13€; pius & hard
flares, approvel series
48 GFR 180121, plus
3 smoke signais,
approval series 448 CFR

: 182,122,
Ocaan, 3-50 milas kom | 3 pacachuta flaras,

Ocean, mora than 50
miles from coastline,

ttye coastiine; of moie
than 3 milas from the
cogstiing on tho Greal
Lakss.

Coastal walarg,
axcluding the Great
Lakes; of within 3-
miled of the coastine
on e Great Lakes.

approval senes 45 CFR
160,136, or 160.038;
pius 6 hamd flares,
approval sefios 46 CFA
160.121 or 160.021;
Pius J amoke signals,
approval senes 46 OFR
160,122, 160.022, or
100097,

. Night visual distress

Bignais consisting of
on ekeclric mistross
light, approval sunsy
46 CF 4 161.013 or 3
approved flares; plug. |
Day visual dmtross.
wmgnals consisting of
ong dislress flag,
approval sories 46 CFR
180.072, or 3 approved
taras, o 3 aporoved
smoke signals.!

LI flvee wre camed, the sama J flares mey be
counled loward meetng poth the day anc rgid

foquin @M.

The approval series number 1o meet lishing vessel safety
requirements are very important. Check in Table 28.145 to
sec what applies 1o your vessel. The approval number se-
ries that begin with 160.0XX are not SOLAS approved.
Ounly thosc approval numbers in which a “1” has replaced
the “0” (ie. 160.1XX) meet the requirements of SOLAS.
Note thut vessels traveling more than 50 miles from the
coastline are required to have SOLAS approved flates and
smoke signals. Carefully check the numbers before you
purchase them,

~ Vesscls that operate in coastal waters must have aight sig-

naling devices and day signaling devices, If flares are car-
ricd, the same three flares may be counted toward meeting
both the duy and night requirement. Otherwise, you may
choose an electric light (46CFR 161.013) for the night re-
quircmenl. You can choose between a distress flag
(46CTFR160.072) or any 3 USCG approved flares, or any 3
USCG approved smoke signals for the daytime require-
ment,

Vessels operating between 3 and 50 miles from shore and
those greater than 50 miles from shore must carry the same
number of distress signaling devices. The difference is that
the vesscls operating more than 50 miles offshore MUST
have SOLAS approved distress signaling devices, The ap-
proval numbers must be 160.1XX.

Flares must be treated carcfully. You should store them in
a cool, dry place in a watertight container. They should be
protecied [rom banging into ore another, Pyrotechnics
huve expiration dates, usually of three years, Expired sig-
nals do not count us part of the requirements. Dispose of
any expired or bulging pyrotechnics immediately and prop-
crly. Contact your raft repacker for detailed instructions.
Flares contain flammable metal powders which are classi-
(fed as cluss D substances and if involved in a fire must be
treated with a dry powder fire extinguisher Never use water
a8 some metals react violently when in contact with water.

Remember, only use [Tares when you know a rescuer is in
the area, otherwise you have wasted it!
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1) Make sure your radio or radioteiephoné is on.

2} Select 156 MHz (channel 16) or 2182 KHz.

3} Press microphone button and say “Mayday — Mayday —
Mayday.”

4) Say: “This is . , p
over.”

& 5) Release the microphone button briefly and listen for
acknowledgement. If no one answers, repeat sleps 3
and 4. If there is no acknowledgement or if the (E)ast
Guard or another vessel responds,

6) Say: “Mayday !

Marine Distress Communications Form — Speak slowly, clearly and calmly.

| 11} Describe your boat:

7y Describe your position in lat/long coordinates, in Loran-
"C coordinates, or by range and bearing from a
known point,
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8) State the nature of your distress.

9) Give the number of persons aboard and the nature of any

Cinjuries.

10} Estimate the present seaworthiness of your boat.

12) Say: “I will be listening on channe! 16/2182.” -

13) End message by saying: “This is

, over,”

14) 1f your situation permits, stand by the radio to await
further communication from the Coast Guard or

another vessel.
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Fill in blanks with
vessel name, call

cshpny andd deserip-

tion using a
permanent marker
or a balipuint.




