
FISHING VESSEL SAFETY

FACT SHEET

Visual Distress Signals

A visual distress signal is anything that makes you big-
ger, brighter or more noticeable to someone trying to
find you. By yourself, you are a pretty snralt target in a
very large ocean, even under ideal conditions.

Tabl’e 28.145 lists the distress signal requirements for
fishing vessels, These are in addition to those required
to be carried in the service pack (SOLAS A, B or
Coastal Service Pack) Rmnd in your inflatable buoyant
apparatus. The type of distress signal you are required
to carry depends on how far offshore you operate.

The approval series number to meet fishing vessel safety
requirentents are very important. Check in Table 28.145 to
see whal applies to your vessel. The approval number se-
ries that begin with t60.0XX are not SOL,AS approved.
Only those approval numbers in which a "1" has replaced
the"0" (in. 160.1XX) meet the requirements of SOLAS.
Note that vessels traveling n3ore thai,, 50 miles from the
coastline arc required to have SOLAS approved flares and
smoke signals. Carefully check the numbers before you
purchase them.

Vessels that operate in coastal waters must have night sig-
naling devices and day signaling devices. If flares are car-
ried, the same three flares may be counted toward meeting
both the day and night requirement. Otherwise, you may
choose an electric light (46CFR 161.013) for the night re-
quirmnent. You can choose between a distress flag
(46CFR160.072) or any 3 USCO approved flares, or any 3
USCG approved smoke signals for thc daytime require-
mont.

Vessels operating between 3 and 50 mi!es from shore and
those greater than 50 miles from shore must carry the same
number of distress signaling devices. The difference is that
the vessels operating more than 50 miles offshore MUST
have S©LAS approved distress signaling devices. The ap-
proval numbers must be 160.1XX.

Flares must bc treated carefully. %ou should store them in
a cool, d~3, place in a walerdght container. They should be
protected from bang{rig into one another. Pyrotechnics
have expiration dates, usually of ~hree years. Expired sig-
nals do not count as part of the requirements. Dispose of
any expired or bulging pyrotechnics immediately and prop-
erly. Contact your raft relmcker for detailed instructions.
Flares contain flammable metal powders which are classi-
fied as class D substances and if involved in a fire must be
treated with a dry powder fire extinguisher Never use water
as some metals react violently ,a,I~en in contact with water.

i:{elnenlbcr, only use llares when you know a rescuer is in
the area, otherwise you have wasted it!
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Marine Distress Communications Form - Speak slowly, clearly and cahnly.

1) Make sure your radio or radiotelephone is on. 8) State the nature of your distress.

2) Select 156 MHz ~channel 161 or 2182 KHz,

3) Press micropbone button and say "Mayday --- Mayday --
Mayday."

9) Give the number of persons aboard and the nah~re of any
injuries.

1D) Estimate the present seaworthiness of your boat.

4) Say: ~b" ’ 11) Describe your boat:

5) Release the microphone button briefly and listen for
acknowledgement. If oo one answers, repeat steps 3
and 4. If there is no acknowledgement or if the Coast
Guard or another vessel,, responds.

6) Say: "Mayday .-

I7) Describe yoor position in lat]long coordinates, io Loran-
C coordinates, or by range aod bearing from a
known poiot.

12) Say: "I will be lisiening on channel 1612182."

13) End message by saying: "This is
over.

14} If your situation permits, stand by the radio to await
furfl~er communication from the Coast Guard or
~nother vessel,
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Fill in blanks with

or a ballpoint.


