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SWJECT: Comercia1 Hatchery License - Inspection Definftion (see Sec. 264-(7) & 
Sec. 26-U9) 

'~Connnercial hatcheryw means an inst i tut ion or place where legally acquired 
f i sh  are held, hatched and reared fo r  sale or where fj.sh so acquired or hatched 
are  reared or held for  sale i n  waters which are  under complete control of the 
owners. 

1. Water under complete control of the owner i s  interpreted to  mean that  a l l  
sources of water supplying said hatchery are  located within the property of 
the owner or  lessee. 

2. Any hatchery fed by pipe (by pass) from a stream and said water returned 
t o  the stream i s  by interpretation deemed el igible for licensing. 

3. I f  the hatchery owner leases the land and water for said hatchery said 
lease must be recorded i n  the town land records. 

4.  The f ive  acre limitation which applies t o  "private watersw does not apply 
to  "commercial hatcheries". 

5. A body of water can be i n  multiple ownership and be el igible fo r  licensing 
i f  it meets a l l  requirements a s  t o  water supply and the hatchery owner has a 
recorded lease from each and every landowner. 

Distribution: 
All fishery biologists, 
a l l  conservation officers, a l l  
Regional Directors. 


