Connecticut Urban Search and Rescue

Task Force 1 – CT-TF-1

Position Description

Law Enforcement Specialist

The Law Enforcement Specialist is responsible for performing various law enforcement tasks during incident operations, but is primarily concerned with the identification, collection and preservation of evidence.  The Law Enforcement Specialist reports directly to the Commanding Officer of the Office of State Security of the Division of Homeland Security and reports administratively to the Incident Commander while on-site through the Planning Manager.

Description of Duties

The Law Enforcement Specialist is responsible for 

· Collect, process, and maintain the integrity of physical evidence that may be related to the causes of the disaster

· Address law enforcement issues that arise at the site that are not within the purview of duties normally performed by police officers assigned by the lead police agency

· Provide liaison duties as required between the Task Force Leader and other law enforcement agencies under the Unified Command System

· Complete such written reports as are required by the lead police investigative agency in regard to any evidence collected and to prepare to testify in court if required

Position Requirements and Criteria

The Division of Homeland Security is accepting applications for a law enforcement component to the Connecticut Urban Search and Rescue Team. We are looking for current law enforcement officers working within the State of Connecticut. State troopers and municipal police officers with Major Crime or investigative experience are encouraged to apply. The position requires that applicants have the ability to demonstrate their knowledge of rules of evidence as it relates to crime scenes. Applicants without investigative experience should apply, provided they have basic knowledge, skills and abilities related to rules of evidence and crime scene-processing techniques. Additional training will be provided for the selected individuals, as warranted.

The Urban Search and Rescue Team has a mission to rescue victims trapped within a structural collapse that is the result of a man made intervention, an act of terrorism or a natural disaster. The USAR Team has a composition of five disciplines: firefighters, emergency management, structural engineers, heavy equipment operators and law enforcement.

Applicants should posses the ability to work within harsh environments for periods up to 12 hours a shift, and at a maximum of a 14 day deployment. Applicants should additionally possess the ability to work alongside a multitude of agencies within various jurisdictions of government at both the state and local level.

Applicants are responsible for downloading their USAR applications at one of these three web sites: 

1. State of Connecticut Department of Public Safety

2. State of Connecticut Fire Academy

3. State of Connecticut Homeland Security

Completed applications accompanied by an applicant fingerprint card, should be sent to Battalion Chief Daniel Huppe at the Manchester Fire Department, 41 Center Street, Manchester, CT 06405-0191. 

