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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Members Present 
Anne Melissa Dowling, Bonnie Roswig, Gloria Powell, Marcia Petrillo, Robert Tessier, Alta Lash, Arlene 
Murphy, Claudia Epright, Deb Polun, Gerard O’Sullivan, John Erlingheuser, Kevin Galvin, Shawn Lang, 
Sheldon Toubman, Tanya Barrett, Vicki Veltri 

Members on Phone 
Cee Cee Woods, Robert Scalettar 
 
Members Absent 
Deirdre Hardrick, Joseph Treadwell, Margherita Giuliano, Maria Diaz, Mark Espinosa, Mary Ellen Breault, 
Mary Fox, Robert McLean, Stephen Frayne, Thomas Marchozzi, Cheryl Forbes, Sra Frankel 
 
Other Participants 
Peter Van Loon, Jason Madrak, Julie Lyons, Ann Lopes, Virginia Lamb 

Carrier Participants 
Nathan Field – United Healthcare, Susan Halpin – CT Association of Health Plans, Janice Perkins – 
Connecticare, – Michael Yedziniak – Anthem Blue Cross Blue Sheild, Bonnie Arducci – Aetna, David Finn 
– Aetna, Tim Meyer - Aetna 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
I. Call to Order and Introductions 

 
• Co-Chairperson Anne Melissa Dowling opened meeting at 3:05 p.m.  Introductions were 

made. 
 

II. Public Comment 
 

• No Public Comments were made. 
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III. Essential Community Providers 

 
• Ms. Lyons indicated that the objective of this meeting is to make members aware of the 

steps which have been taken to develop a comprehensive ECP list by the Exchange and to 
obtain a recommendation to the Board on ECP contracting standards.   Ms. Lyons provided 
an overview of ACA requirements and the definition of ECP. 

 
• David Finn indicated that there are two parts of the initial contracting process, which 

happen simultaneously: credentialing and the contract itself.  
 

• Michael Yedziniak of Anthem BCBS stated that the contracting process in place for Anthem 
is similar, also indicating that if a provider is already credentialed and belongs to another 
provider group, they do not have to go through the credentialing process; they can go 
directly to the contract piece.  Standard type agreements take a few weeks while custom 
agreements take a little longer. Over the summer, the carrier plans to introduce a new 
online provider application which is about 7/10th shorter than the current and does not ask 
for the info in CAQH. This will simplify the process for providers. 

 
• It was noted that there is reciprocity between carriers regarding honoring other carriers’ 

providers for credentialing.  CAQH process allows the carriers to submit an application once  
  
• The carriers stated that they could not comment on the recommendation today, they are 

still researching and reaching out. 
 
• Ms. Lyons supported holding an educational forum for providers. 
 
• Ms. Veltri indicated that she does not want to disturb the committee’s recommendation.  

Not clear how the Exchange came up with their numbers in the recommendation.   
 

FINAL RECOMMENDATION 
 

1. The Advisory Committees recommend 75% participation in network standard for ECPs as 
identified by the March 2013 CMS list.   

2. A two year phase in of newly listed ECPs will be set such that by January 1, 2014 35% and by 
January 1, 2015 75% of the newly listed providers on the May 2013 list be added.  

3. Consideration for geography and access to a variety of provider types. 
4. The Advisory Committee will work with the Exchange to assist with effective implementation –

consideration will be given for carriers that demonstrate good faith effort to accomplish this 
standard. 
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IV. Adjournment 
 

• Chairperson Vicki Veltri adjourned the meeting at 4:47 p.m. 

 


