2008 
Open Space & Watershed Land Acquisition

Grant Recipients
Sponsor(s)




Acres

Title




Town(s)   
City of Bridgeport
 

9.91

Ox Brook

 

Bridgeport
Grant:  $247,000
This project contains an Ox Brook tributary and will expand upon the adjacent city-owned Svihra Park.  It will also allow for passive recreation (walkways) and enable flood mitigation/control activities in an area plagued by damaging floods.

Town of Chester & TPL

    
4.6

Otfinski Property


Chester
Grant:  $489,020
This parcel, with 361+/- feet of Connecticut River frontage, is a mature floodplain forest habitat.  It is ideal for passive recreational use, with a relatively flat riverfront for picnicking and an isolated cove for a small floating dock, fishing and paddle-craft launch.

Norwich Public Utilities
    

18.5

Deep River Reservoir


Colchester, Salem
Grant:  $99,225
This property abuts other land owned by Norwich Public Utilities on the Deep River Reservoir.  The lightly wooded parcel will remain intact for small wildlife and will complement existing open space that serves to protect the water supply and the natural woodland.

Town of Enfield


    
23.0

Wolodko-Williams Property

Enfield
Grant: $149,500
This property abuts the Scantic River Park to the north and east and Connecticut Water Company land to the west. It drains and filters into and out of the Connecticut Water Company well fields and Scantic River and overlooks the finish line of the annual Scantic River Splash canoe and kayak races.

Town of Farmington


28.28

Krell Farm



Farmington

Grant: $448,350
This acquisition of 28 acres is mostly wooded with white pine, cedar and hemlock groves.  It has a vernal pool and existing trails.  This purchase will protect a habitat with several threatened, endangered or species of special concern. 

Town of Glastonbury


35.5

Flat Brook @ Arbor Acres 

Glastonbury
Grant:  $61,250
The town will acquire the 75 acre Arbor Acres Farm and 35.5 acres will be preserved as “Flat Brook Open Space”.  This property abuts town-owned open space with Meshomasic State Forest beyond. This parcel contains Flat Brook (an important riparian corridor), a portion of the Shenipsit Trail and a Natural Diversity Area/Protection Zone, home to the state endangered timber rattlesnake.
Goshen Land Trust, Inc.


14.0

Outdoor Classroom Acquisition
   
Goshen
Grant:  $27,440
This property abuts Goshen Center School, containing wetlands and a stream/tributary of Fox Brook. It will become an outdoor classroom with a 500' handicapped accessible trail and plaques detailing flora and fauna, ending at a deck overlooking a pond. 
Guilford Land Cons. Trust, Inc. 

33.34

Etzel Property



Guilford
Grant:  $392,000 
This parcel has 1,700+/- feet of frontage on Route 77 and abuts 108 acres owned by Guilford Land Conservation Trust, Inc., in an area known as the Broomstick Ledges.  The Guilford Land Conservation Trust, Inc., the CT Regional Water Authority and the Town of Guilford own many adjacent properties. It contains a portion of the Mattabesett Trail and is part of the proposed New England National Scenic Trail, running from Mount Monadnock, NH to Long Island Sound.  It is dominated by northern hardwood deciduous forest with high-quality wildlife and plant habitat, streams, wetlands, vernal pool-like areas, a small pond, and isolated boulders.
South Central Regional Water Authority
    60.4

Crosby Property

Hamden
Grant:  $500,000
22+/- acres to become Class I watershed and 38+/- acres to become Class II watershed, protecting the public drinking water supply within the Lake Whitney Reservoir Watershed.  Contains two multi-branched watercourses that flow to Brooksvale Stream or Jepp Brook and 15.9 acres of wetlands/floodplain.  Protection of these watercourses will provide a valuable breeding habitat for native fish populations like the brook trout. The Connecticut Forest and Park Association has approached the Regional Water Authority with a proposal to extend the Quinnipiac Trail onto this property if acquired.

Town of Hamden


40.4

4226 & 4280 Whitney Ave

Hamden
Grant:  $409,500
Abuts the Farmington Canal Greenway, near Brooksvale Park and within the Connecticut Water Authority's Mill River Watershed (containing Jepps Brook and Willow Brook).  It is an excellent wildlife habitat with upland areas protecting over 140 bird species and numerous wetlands beneficial to reptiles and amphibians.

Town of Harwinton & TPL

64.87

Leadmine Brook Property

Harwinton
Grant:  $294,000
This parcel provides a critical linkage between the 85-acre Town Conservation Area to the northwest and the 2,222-acre Roraback Wildlife Management Area to the south, creating almost 2,400 contiguous acres for hiking, fishing, bird watching and passive recreational use. Leadmine Brook traverses the property, an exceptional habitat for trout. It contains a highly unusual mature white pine forest (some 150+ yrs old) and supports a number of species listed as Greatest Conservation Need.

Litchfield Hills Audubon Society

29.7

Bramley Property


Litchfield
Grant:  $146,755
Located on Scenic Route 254, this mostly wetland/watercourse/floodplain area along Wigwam Brook connects to and protects a Class I waterway downstream. Roughly one third is grassland with two large beaver ponds and an old beaver meadow. There are 12 animal species of Greatest Conservation Need that have been identified on this property.  

City of Middletown


46.5

Brock Farm Easement


Middletown
Grant:  $500,000
Contains 44% prime farmland soils and 33% farmland soils of statewide importance.  Long Hill Brook flows through the property along the western boundary, providing a habitat for various aquatic species and is a water source for the watershed.  Preservation of this farm will further preserve and protect a farmland which has been farmed for generations. The predominant crop is corn and produces one of the highest yields per acre in the state.  Public access will be a walking trail alongside Route 17 & Long Hill Brook. 

City of Middletown


130.92

Hubbard Property


Middletown
Grant:  $500,000
A predominantly forested parcel, this property includes Chestnut Mountain with panoramic views from the highest geological feature in the Sumner Brook Valley/South Farms section of the City.  The pinnacle of the mountain is an old orchard which is fairly clear and level, providing additional wildlife habitat benefits in its meadow.  Daniels Farm (another OSWA project) is across the street.  An old farm road and small trails traverse the property and lead to the summit that will be cleared for hiking, biking, cross country skiing and nature viewing.

Town of Plainville


79.71

Pequabuck River Floodplain

Plainville
Grant:  $136,220
This 4-parcel acquisition is within the Pequabuck River watershed and part of the Town's long-term goal to develop a greenway in accordance with the CT Greenways Council Plan. This watershed and adjacent land provides a home to 19 varieties of freshwater fish and an extensive list of waterfowl, shore and upland birds & animals. 

The Nature Conservancy, Inc.

29.1

Hanssen Property

 
Redding
Grant:  $392,000
Consisting of two tracts, on the east and west sides of Poverty Hollow Road, the western 22+/- acre parcel is bordered by South Centennial Watershed State Forest and is covered with mature hardwoods.  The eastern 8+/- acre parcel is bordered by the Centennial Watershed State Forest and a Redding Land Trust parcel.  All of the property will become Class I or II watershed due to its proximity to the Aspetuck River which flows directly into the Aspetuck Reservoir.

The Nature Conservancy, Inc.

370.0

Salem Valley Corp. Easement

Salem
Grant:  $490,000
The Nature Conservancy, Inc. and the State of Connecticut will obtain a forest conservation easement on 370 acres and Connecticut Farmland Trust will obtain an agricultural easement on another 182.5 acres (552.5 ac. total).  This is one of the largest remaining unprotected parcels in the Eight Mile River watershed.   
Salem Land Trust


63.0

Zemko Saw Mill


Salem
Grant:  $93,100
Within the headwaters of the Eight Mile River watershed, this parcel contains a diverse number of habitats including wetlands, vernal pools, and rocky outcrops, the Rattlesnake Ledges, several forest types (including hardwood and conifers, upland and lowland mesic) and associated native flora and fauna.  The extensive open wetlands include beaver meadows, dams and ponds and are surrounded by a shrubby riparian zone. There is a saw-whet owl roost, hawk and raven feeding areas and a large number of species listed on the Connecticut Natural Diversity Database. 
CT Farmland Trust & Sharon Land Trust
   132.7

Wike Brothers Farm Easement

Sharon
Grant:  $259,210
On the eastern slope of Red Mountain (Western Highlands), this easement will protect endangered wildlife, a mountain ridgeline and prime agricultural soils. The 356-acre working farm raises natural grass-fed beef and pork.  The parcel is predominantly wooded with a steeply sloped ridgeline. There are moderately sloped open areas, pastures and wetlands (not accessible due to steep mountain terrain).  It is adjacent to 259 acres of open space to the northeast and 18 acres of open space to the south.  

Southbury Land Trust, Inc.

18.45

Daffodil Hill Farm Easement   

Southbury
Grant:  $98,000
This working family farm includes 7+/- acres of open fields for cut flowers and produce.  The remaining 10 acres of upland forest includes a 300+/- foot stream that drains to the Pomperaug River.  It provides a habitat for plant and wildlife including several species on the State Endangered Species List and DEP's Connecticut Natural Diversity Database.  Public access is available.
Town of Southington


39.72

Jurglewicz Property


Southington
Grant:  $500,000
The property contains 1,500+/- feet of frontage on Dayton Brook, a forested wetland with evergreens and hardwoods and roughly 7 acres currently used as leaf mulch and compost storage.  The Eastern Box Turtle (a species of Special Concern) has historic populations here.   The parcel abuts 5 acres of permanently protected wetlands to the south and the 48+ acre Recko Property to the north.
Town of Southington


48.5

Recko Property
 
 

Southington
Grant: $500,000
The southwest portion of the parcel, with frontage on West Center Street, contains a 20+/- acre open field.  Beyond the field, to the west, is a 15+/- acre woodland buffering Dayton Brook, a perennial stream. Preservation of this significant natural area will protect the town's water resources and will maintain the habitat of many species, including a species of Special Concern in Connecticut, the Eastern Box Turtle.

Town of Suffield


40.0

Olson Farm Easement


Suffield
Grant:  $257,250
30+/- acres are used for agriculture with important farmland soils.  The remaining 10+/- acres contains a diversity of vegetation, a narrow riparian zone and floodplain (Muddy Brook), associated upland wet and dry woodlands.  The habitat supports reptiles, amphibians, birds & mammals and actively functions to retain nutrients and sediment, stabilizing the banks to maintain excellent stream water quality for the survival of fish, mussels and macro-invertebrates.  There is an abundance of State Endangered meadow horsetail in the wooded area, which supports a diverse bird species.  Public access is available.
Town of Tolland



28.1

Auperin Property

Tolland
Grant:  $117,600
This property is almost entirely forested with an isolated vernal pool and a small brook.  It will connect the Weingold Open Space Conservation Area & Joshua's Trust trail systems with other town-owned open space. This acquisition will protect the sensitive Skungamaug River watershed, a diverse wildlife habitat and forest corridor connecting 3,000' of frontage on the Skungamaug River and its tributaries.

Town of Tolland



71.66

Knofla Property


Tolland
Grant:  $347,900
This property constitutes a large portion of a 200-acre ridge-top interior forest containing a diverse species of mixed-hardwoods, providing a valuable habitat for a variety of birds and wildlife. It features a 15-acre hardwood swamp and cedar bog, an important habitat for many reptiles and amphibians. 
City of Torrington


13.11

Leone Property



Torrington
Grant:  $42,900
This property with three protected open space abutters has three perennial streams, frontage along Still River and is a critical link for additional access into the future "Machuga Park" a/k/a "Torrington Park".  The Sue Grossman Greenway, a multi-use trail extending from Winsted, currently ends at North Road, to the north.  Acquisition of this parcel will extend the trail down Winsted Road and into the Park via the Machuga Road right of way.  This parcel will enable additional access to the park via Harris Drive and a continuation of the trail via the 1600' historic Winchester-Torrington Railroad Trolley Line, creating a loop trail up Harris Drive to Winsted Road and then North again, along the CL&P right of way.
The Nature Conservancy, Inc.

450.0

Myers Pond Easement


Union
Grant:  $490,000
Meyers Pond is located within the Quinebaug Highlands Project area and the Quinebaug-Shetucket National Heritage Corridor known as The Last Green Valley. It is made up of significant unfragmented forest and freshwater habitats and is part of a large wetland complex within the 7,800-acre Yale University Forest, managed by the Yale University Forestry School.  Securing this easement will protect three ponds and three streams, Bush Meadow Brook, Gulf Brook, and Bigelow Hollow Brook, a tributary of the Natchaug River and part of the Natchaug River Greenway.  
Town of Wethersfield & TPL

81.0

Wilkus Farm



Wethersfield
Grant:  $490,000
Contains three parcels; two on Willow Street and one on Thornbush Road (with farm and adjacent to 1860 Reservoir). These parcels represent the most significant tracts of open space remaining in the Town.  This acquisition will provide greatly needed access to the reservoir for passive recreational opportunities, help protect the quality of Goff Brook, a stream that drains directly into the Connecticut River. This farm is an important symbol of the Town's agricultural history and the actively managed hayfields provide an important habitat for numerous grassland bird species and a species of Greatest Conservation Need, the American Kestrel.  Public access is available.
Town of Willington


134.0

Knowlton Parcel


Willington
Grant:  $306,250
This parcel, located on the east side of Mason Road and the north side of Route 44, is across the street from 431 acres of open space including the Talmadge Tract, Connecticut Forest and Park Association land and UCONN's Moss Forest Tract, all on the west side of Mason Road.  This parcel protects a public water supply. The property contains 0.5 mi. of the Blue-Blazed Nipmuck Trail and is adjacent to the trailhead of the Talmadge Spur Trail on Connecticut Forest and Park Association property. If acquired, the Town will work with Connecticut Forest and Park Association to establish a permanent easement for the Blue-Blazed Nipmuck Trail and would likely extend the Talmadge Spur Trail through the parcel, to join the Nipmuck.  The property will be managed for passive recreational use including hiking, cross country skiing and bird watching.

Town of Wilton 


42.0
      
Keiser Family Land Easement  

Wilton & Weston
Grant:  $441,000
This easement will protect nearly 1,000 lineal feet of Norwalk River and its associated floodplain, providing public access to hiking and fishing. Two parcels flank both sides of scenic Seeley Road and are bounded to the north by protected open space of Wilton Land Conservation Trust, Town-owned land and land of Aspetuck Land Trust.  At Cannon Road and the southwest boundary, there is a pedestrian easement protecting Norwalk River and its riparian buffer to the west.  

Winchester Land Trust


36.2

Hurlbut Field



Winchester
Grant:  $354,250
Located at the southeast corner of DEP-owned Lake Winchester, this parcel is 50% wooded (primarily along the lakeside) with the balance cleared field, historically used to grow corn and foodstuffs. The field lies within the watershed of the Rugg Brook/Crystal Lake Reservoir system, the Town's only municipal source of potable water.  The property abuts a significant uninterrupted corridor of protected lands to the northeast, from the lake through existing and pledged Winchester Land Trust property, to 1,000+ ac. of Winsted Water Company land and the Algonquin State Forest beyond.

Town of Windsor Locks & TPL

223.9

Waterworks Brooks  Easement

Windsor Locks
Grant:  $490,000
This easement on Connecticut Water Company Class I watershed land, is the most significant open space parcel and the largest unfragmented forest remaining in this densely developed community.  Waterworks Brook originates on the parcel and empties into the Connecticut River shortly after leaving the property.  The permanent protection of this parcel will preserve the pristine water resources of the site, protect a habitat of Greatest Conservation Need (dry oak forest) and provide needed passive recreational opportunities to town and area residents.

Urban Green & Community Garden:

Norwalk

4.0

Fodor Farm Community Garden


Norwalk
Grant:  $149,500
In the spring of 2008, the City established a community garden at Fodor Farm on Flax Hill Rd in South Norwalk.  The Community Garden was created as a source of both fresh produce and recreation.  Plans involve clearing, removal of trees, rocks, brush, wire fencing & debris, leveling & tilling the soil so that 140 additional garden plots can be established.  An education center will be created in one of the vacant houses, a greenhouse will be built and a children's garden will be established as a learning tool for local schools and families. An ADA accessible walkway will be built along with a pavilion and there will be raised beds to accommodate gardeners with disabilities and seniors.
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