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GIS Council Meeting

Wednesday, January 23, 2008
2:30 PM – 4:00 PM

Department of Information Technology (DoIT)
101 East River Drive, Conference Room # 1002A

East Hartford, CT 06108

DRAFT
The January 23, 2008 GIS Council meeting minutes are not official or binding until accepted by the GIS Council at the next scheduled meeting on Wednesday, February 27, 2008.  
Members Present:
Mike Varney, DOIT, (representing Diane Wallace)
Tony Andosca, CSU 
Andy Asaro, DOT

Dennis Barry, DSS

Steve Fish, DEP
Stuart Fitzgerald, DECD

Richard Gallacher, Town of Manchester

Wayne Kasacek, DOA
Melanie Kerr, DEHMS, (for James (Skip) Thomas, DEMHS)

Stephen Lowrey, Town of Tolland

Dan Morley, OPM 
Bill Palomba, DPUC
Raymond Philbrick, DPW 

George Pohorilak, DPS

Sandy Prisloe, UConn
Scott Roberts, Town of South Windsor
Erik Snowden, Regional Planning (CRCOG)
Beth Stewart-Kelly, Military (for LTC Gerald Luwkowski, Military)

Scott Szalkiewicz, DPH, (for Dr. Gerald Iwan, DPH)
Members Absent:
Diane Wallace, DOIT

Dr. Gerald Iwan, DPH 
Patrick Ladd, Town of West Hartford
LTC Gerald Lukowski, Military
Derek Phelps, Siting Council 

James (Skip) Thomas, DEMHS

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 2:34 p.m. by Council member Michael Varney.  
Review of the December 12, 2007 Minutes

Council member Varney entertained a motion to accept the December 12, 2007 GIS Council meeting minutes.  Council member George Pohorilak moved the motion and Council member Steve Fish seconded the motion.  Council member Varney asked for discussion, no discussion ensued.  At this time, 17 members of the GIS Council were present and voting, all were in favor, and the motion carried.  
Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group
 

Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group Chairperson, Jim Spencer, reported that the group is moving forward to establish goals based on those identified in the Council’s strategic plan, develop business plans, and establish data standards which will be presented to the Council in July.  Further the group continues to move ahead with its progress of the new, comprehensive State Road Network and Program, the development of a state-wide parcel coverage, development of addressing (both range and point), and the development of an Orthophotography Program and acquisition of new Orthoimagery for the state.    
A demonstration of addressing may be presented in February to the GIS Council.

For more information, please contact:

James Spencer, Chairperson, Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group

860-594-2014

Email: James.Spencer@po.state.ct.us
Training and Education Working Group
Training and Education Working Group Co-Chairperson, Peter Sandgren, reported that the group met on January 22, 2008 and discussed the critical issue of funding for support for the group.  Sandy will contact the GIS Council Chairperson, Diane Wallace, and Council member Michael Varney for further discussions.
The webpage for the working group will soon be expanding as a resource for information such as GIS training classes, articles, frequently asked questions, and possibly even podcasts.  Additionally, a newsletter is being created and will be posted quarterly on this page.  
The Training and Education Working Group’s Chairperson, Sandy Prisloe, reported that the group is continuing its efforts to obtain the necessary funding for participation in the purchase of the National Agriculture Imagery Program’s digital Orthoimagery product.  This would improve the quality of imagery within the state utilizing four bands of color, including infra-red capabilities, with a high resolution and leaf on imagery.  The decision to participate is due with a letter of commitment on January 31, 2008.
For more information, please contact:

Sandy Prisloe, Chairperson, Training and Education Working Group

860-345-5229

Email: Sandy.Prisloe@uconn.edu
Legal and Security Working Group

Legal and Security Working Group Chairperson, Brenda Bergeron, via Council member Varney, reported that the group is working on the language for two legislative proposals: the first proposal is to extend some of the water company FOI exemptions to other public service companies under C.G.S. §1-210(b)(19) and the second proposal is to allow state agencies to pass on the actual cost of fulfilling an FOI request if there is a cost pursuant to a licensing agreement.
For more information, please contact:

Brenda Bergeron, Legal and Security Working Group

860-256-0816

Email: Brenda.Bergeron@po.state.ct.us
Finance Working Group
 

Steve Fish reported that the Finance Working Group will be meeting shortly to discuss the funding for the clearinghouse which will be centrally located at the Department of Information Technology (DOIT).  
A second funding initiative will be discussed regarding the State of Connecticut “flyover” to update the Orthophotography from 2004.  Depending on the technology that will be utilized, the project can cost between $1 and $2 million dollars.  A meeting will be organized with GIS Council Chairperson Diane Wallace and Council member Michael Varney.
For more information, please contact:

Steve Fish, Finance Working Group

860-424-3642

Email: Steve.Fish@po.state.ct.us
Other Business
There will be a Freedom of Information hearing scheduled for Thursday, January 31, 2008 regarding the FOI case involving Steven Whittaker.
NSGIC

Bill Burgess from the National States Geographic Information Council (NSGIC), presented an introduction to NSGIC, the key initiatives, strategic partners, and the value of NSGIC to Connecticut and the rest of the United States.  Through his PowerPoint presentation, located on the GIS Council website at: 
http://www.ct.gov/gis/lib/gis/NSGIC_Overview_Connecticut_97_2003_012308.ppt
Bill demonstrated how NSGIC was created, the breakdown of its members, and the mission of NSGIC.  The Board members and directors of NSGIC are balanced across the United States representing a fair assessment of the issues experienced in various regions.  
One of the major initiatives for NSGIC is the Fifty States Initiative.  The goals of this initiative are to make fundamental changes in the way each state works together to build the National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI), to normalize the process of participation, to involve statewide coordination councils, and to enable all stakeholders to collaborate to meet business needs.  The Fifty States Initiative has a solid foundation and continues to progress toward an all inclusive model of management.  
Another initiative for NSGIC is the Imagery for the Nation (IFTN) initiative.  This is an organized effort to acquire imagery over the entire United States with multiple levels of resolution, consistent standards for security at the local, state, and federal levels of government, and to fund basic programs at a federal level.

Some of the Stakeholder organizations involved with NSGIC are:

· NACo – National Association of Counties

· URISA – Urban and Regional Information Systems Association

· AAG – Association of American Geographers

· MAPPS – Management Association for Private Photogrammetric Surveyors
· UCGIS – University Consortium for Geographic Information Science

· ACSM – American Congress on Surveying and Mapping

· NENA – National Emergency Number Association

· PTI – Public Technologies Incorporated

· WGA – Western Governor’s Association

· ICMA – International City/County Management Association

· American Society for Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing

· Others

Further benefits for State members of NSGIC include communications, print directories, and blog and web pages.  There are opportunities for liaisons and partnerships and assistance from NSGIC to each state to strengthen and coordinate their programs.
For more information, please contact the National States Geographic Information Council (NSGIC) at: www.nsgic.org.
Adjournment

Council member Varney entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Council member Pohorilak moved the motion and Council member Wayne Kasacek seconded the motion.  All members present and voting were in favor with no opposition and the motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 3:50 p.m.
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