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GIS Council Meeting
Wednesday, September 22, 2010
2:30 PM – 4:00 PM

Department of Information Technology
101 East River Drive, Room # 1002A

East Hartford, CT 06108-3274
DRAFT
The September 22, 2010 GIS Council meeting minutes are not official or binding until accepted by the GIS Council at the next meeting on Wednesday, November 17, 2010.  

Members Present:
· Diane Wallace, DOIT

· Michael Varney, DOIT

· Michael Connors, DOT

· Daniel Czaja, DPS-OSET
· Rich Gallacher, Town of Manchester
· John G. Gustafson, DEMHS

· Emily Hoffhine-Wilson, UConn
· Tyler Kleykamp, OPM
· Patrick Ladd, Town of Meriden
· Stephen Lowrey, Town of Tolland

· Robert Mundy (for Bill Palomba), DPUC
· Lance Shannon, DOA

· Howie Sternberg, DEP
· Beth Stewart-Kelly (for LTC Gerald Lukowski), Mil Dept

· Christina Walsh (for Linda Roberts), CSC
Members Absent:
· Anthony Andosca, CSUS
· Stuart Fitzgerald, DECD
· Derek Phelps, CSC

· Raymond Philbrick, DPW
· Louis Polzella, DSS
· Scott Roberts, Town of South Windsor

· Erik Snowden, CRCOG
· Scott Szalkiewicz, DPH

Guest Attendance:
· Steve Anderson, AppGeo

· Bernard Asimonye, DOIT
· Lynn Bjorklund, USGS

· Matt Davis, ESRI

· Al Frauenfelder, ESRI
· Erik Madsen, DDS
· Bryan Pavlik, DPS-OSET

· John Roache, AppGeo

· Jim Spencer, DOT

Call to Order:
The meeting was called to order at 2:34 p.m. by Chairperson Wallace.
Introductions:

Chairperson Wallace began with introductions of newly designated GIS Council members: Linda Roberts of the Connecticut Siting Council replaces Derek Phelps and Michael Connors of the Department of Transportation replaces Robbin Cabelus.  The GIS Council welcomes them.
Review of the June 23, 2010 GIS Council Meeting Minutes:

Chairperson Wallace entertained a motion to accept the June 23, 2010 GIS Council meeting minutes as written.  Council member John Gustafson moved the motion and Council member Rich Gallacher seconded the motion.  Chairperson Wallace asked for discussion.  Lynn Bjorklund, USGS, called for a change in wording from “Board of Geographic Names” to “Connecticut Geographic Names Authority”.  12 members of the GIS Council were present and voting; all members voted in favor of accepting the minutes with that one change and the motion carried.
Agenda Change:
Chairperson Wallace entertained a motion to move agenda item “DOT Road Network Project (Jim Spencer)” from ‘New Business’ to ‘Old Business’ under the ‘Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group’.  12 members of the GIS Council were present and voting; all members voted in favor of accepting the agenda change without discussion.
Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group:
Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group Chairperson, Jim Spencer, reports the group is working on the following activities and/or initiatives:

· The working group met on September 15th and discussed the latest topics within the Subcommittees which included the Imagery RFI, the effort to move forward with the Roadwork project, and the Addressing Subcommittee’s efforts to move forward.
· The DOT has determined what needs to be done with the new road network solution for Connecticut.  An in-house presentation was made in a digitized view and outside resources are being considered to augment the project.  Resources are needed for geocoding, routing, etc., and the responses from the RFI have been received.
· There are 2 major initiatives occurring: CVISN (Commercial Vehicle Information Systems & Network) and OSOW (OverSize/OverWeight vehicle permits).  Both initiatives must be in compliance with federal standards by July 2011 and a solution is being worked on through the SDM (System Development Methodology) and federal procurement.
· Base Map Imagery Subcommittee Co-Chair, Rich Gallacher, reports that the group met yesterday and discussed 3 topics:
· CRCOG Ortho Status: The 2nd delivery of tiles is being quality inspected by 10 out of 30 of the participating towns; however, there is no due date as to when the inspection will be complete.  Sign-off on the entire delivery of tiles is due no later than the end of October.  Once sign-off occurs, there is a question as to how to distribute or disseminate the data.  It was suggested that CLEAR host the data or, that each town house their data (each town would have to be taught how to use the data which would be labor-intensive given limited resources).  There may be a 3rd sign-off, however it would still need to be done by the end of October.

· The RFI for the Council is due on October 5th and questions have been received from those that have responded.  The questions will be reviewed and answers will be sent back through to Michael Varney.

· USGS NGA (National Geospatial Intelligence Agency) 2011 Flight: It appears as though the flight can be done if Connecticut is willing to partner with the USGS and NGA.  The NGA is willing to contribute to the project with an initial contribution of approximately $140k.  It would be advantageous for the Council to drill down the details because contributions may change.

Chairperson Wallace said that the letters that were sent out to Commissioners within the state agencies were received well.  It will be easier for the Commissioners to offer firm answers of participation once budgets are finalized.

Lynn Bjorklund, USGS, also stated that the USGS contracting department will be able to combine Rhode Island and Connecticut in an effort to increase cost-savings for the flight.

· For more information regarding the Base Map Imagery Subcommittee, please contact:
Rich Gallacher, Co-Chairperson
~or~

Scott Roberts
860-647-3062





860-644-2511, Ext. 288
Email: RichG@ci.manchester.ct.us


Email: Robert@southwindsor.org

· Addressing Subcommittee Chairperson, Dan Czaja, reports that the group met last week and heard a presentation regarding Broadband from Applied Geographics.

· For more information regarding the Addressing Subcommittee, please contact:
Dan Czaja, Chairperson
860-685-8131
Email: Daniel.Czaja@po.state.ct.us

· Hydrology Subcommittee Chairperson, Howie Sternberg, reports that the group is working on the following activities and/or initiatives:

· Expansion of the website to house the available hydrography data: the subcommittee discussed the option of expanding the web page to link to an inventory of available hydrography data that lists and describes hydrography data for Connecticut currently available from federal and state agencies.  The goal would be to publish this information by the end of the year.  

· The subcommittee discussed 2 types of hydrography framework data for the report: hydrography feature data for base map purposes and hydrography network data for modeling and analysis purposes.  A draft will be created by Howie to present to the Subcommittee for review.

· Walter Tokarz, DEP, reported on the intended use and functional capabilities of the National Hydrography Dataset (NHD), a type of framework data published by the USGS used in the analysis of surface water bodies.  In the past, DEP performed the quality inspection for the NHD data for Connecticut and submitted updates to the USGS for inclusion in the national database.  The data stewardship program is currently not in place between the USGS and the State of Connecticut to ensure ongoing data maintenance.  Dave Anderson of the USGS will attend the next Subcommittee meeting to discuss DEP becoming a steward to update the NHD data and officially establish the relationship.
· For more information regarding the Hydrography Subcommittee, please contact: 
Howie Sternberg, Chairperson
860-424-3594
Email: Howard.Sternberg@ct.gov 

For more information regarding the Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group, please contact:

· James Spencer, Chairperson, Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group

860-594-2014
Email: James.Spencer@ct.gov
Education and Outreach Working Group:
Education and Outreach Working Group Member, Emily Hoffhine-Wilson, reports that the group is working on the following activities and/or initiatives:

· The latest newsletter has been published.  All newsletters can be reviewed at: http://www.ct.gov/gis/cwp/view.asp?a=3174&q=412294.  Beth requests that anyone with information or articles of interest contact her at: Beth.Kelly2@us.army.mil.  

Emily asked for the Council and Subcommittees to increase participation in presenting updated information and articles for the quarterly newsletters.  Sign-up sheets were circulated to establish a contact person in various subcommittees to assist in this task.

· GIS Day is Wednesday, November 17th from 9:30 – 2:30 at Central Connecticut State University (CCSU), Torp Theater in Davidson Hall.  A GIS Council meeting will take place at 2:30 and the public is welcome to attend.  Survey results from GIS Day 2009 showed that attendees were interested in quick tips and tools and new displays will demonstrate various GIS techniques.  The keynote address will be given by GIS Hall-of-Famer Don Cooke from 1:30 – 2:30.  For more details, please visit: http://www.ct.gov/gis/cwp/view.asp?a=3033&q=465968.

· The Education and Outreach Working will be sponsoring the User-to-User Meeting on October 29th at the UConn Storrs Campus.  The NEARC Users Group Conference is scheduled to begin on November 7th.  To view more information on upcoming events and conferences, please visit: http://www.ct.gov/gis/cwp/view.asp?a=2681&q=411590&gisNav=|. 
For more information regarding the Education and Outreach Working Group, please contact:

· Peter Sandgren, Chairperson, Education and Outreach Working Group

860-256-0875
Email: Peter.Sandgren@ct.gov
Legal and Security Working Group:
 

There is no report for the Legal and Security Working Group.
For more information, please contact:

· Brenda Bergeron, Legal and Security Working Group

860-256-0816
Email: Brenda.Bergeron@ct.gov  
NSGIC (National States Geographic Information Council) Representative Update:

The NSGIC Annual Conference was held last week where Bill Burgess spoke of the updates to RAMONA – a tool utilized to track the status of GIS in state and local governments to aid in the planning and building of spatial data infrastructures.  Other topics included the use of LiDAR and the 4th infrared band, discussions regarding CENSUS and TIGER and updating the accuracy of roads for the 2020 census.  

· For more information regarding NSGIC, please visit: www.nsgic.org.

Broadband Mapping Grant:
Designee Council member, Robert Mundy of the DPUC, presented the following informational update regarding the Broadband Mapping initiative:

· Progress has been made with the refined data from Applied Geographics for the submission to be made on October 1st.  

· Applied Geographics introduced the Connecticut Broadband Website at: http://www.ct.gov/broadband/site/default.asp.  The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009 has provided funding throughout the country to broaden Broadband availability and usage.  
New England LiDAR Grant:
· Howie Sternberg reports that there is no new information to report.
Discussion of Professional Engineers/Land Surveyors Board:
Brenda Bergeron and the Legal and Security Working Group put together recommendations regarding the March 2010 declaratory rulings from the Board of Examiners from Professional engineers and Land Surveyors (“Board”) and sent them to Chairperson Wallace.  Chairperson Wallace shared the recommendations and addressed the Council as to whether or not action should be taken.  The Council said that there many solutions to be discussed and that action should be taken to resolve the issue for all parties involved.
New/Other Business:
· Recognition of 2010 ESRI SAG Award: ESRI has recognized Connecticut for its efforts in working with GIS and the award was presented to John Gustafson for the work that is done in the DEMHS GeoLab.


· The next meeting will be on Wednesday, November 17th on GIS Day at Central Connecticut State University.
Adjournment:

Chairperson Wallace entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Council member Czaja moved the motion and Council member Tyler Kleykamp seconded the motion.  All members present and voting were in favor with no opposition and the motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 4:10 p.m.[image: image2.png]
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