Connecticut Geospatial Information Systems Council
Education and Outreach Working Group 
Meeting minutes March 22, 2011

Members in Attendance:
Bill DeGrazia (CGA)
Thad Dymkowski (Newington)
Scott Roberts (South Windsor)
Pete Petrella (DSS)
Peter Sandgren (DEMHS)
Beth Stewart-Kelly (Military)
Bernard Asimonye (DOIT)

The meeting started at 1:30pm with the Agenda focusing on the following Points. 

CGA – Bill DeGrazia said that CGA met in DC, and 2013 is their 25th anniversary.  The High School challenge now has 18 schools.  The GeoBee is scheduled for April 1 at CCSU.

Geo-Focus Newsletter.
Members discussed the idea of using the newsletters to educate, enhance the goals of the Working Group through Council to create awareness to the GIS User communality, public appointed officials as to the importance of GIS to towns and Municipality.

Suggestions were raised for all sitting Council members appointed by the legislators to use the newsletter as a reporting tool to outreach their respective appointed public official.

Members also discussed the idea of presenting the newsletter to the executive branch through the Council.

Gov. Malloy was mayor of Stamford, so it was suggested that we reach out to Cindy Barber, GIS Coordinator of that city.

The idea of using the GIS posters to depict the cost saving initiative by Towns, Municipalities and state agencies. Town of South Winsor blackberry and cost sharing project with town of Coventry was outlined as a means towns can share cost and applications to save money for the tax payers.  South Windsor is now providing IT/GIS support to Coventry, which should be an improvement over the consultant-based GIS that up to now was on site for one day a week with little continuity.  A cost savings of 25% has been projected.  South Windsor also will share its application codes to other interested towns to use in developing their GIS projects.

The question of RPO/COG GIS support was asked – WinCOG charges a town by hour or by project, so their support in the GIS arena is not free.

Suggestions for articles:  
So. Windsor has a few things that would make good articles.  Scott suggests we talk to Dawn Mulholland.  They have catch basins and fire hydrants mapped and this was useful when snow cover was heavy.

Suggestion about an article on the Japan crisis and GIS for the newsletter.

Suggestion to ask Matt Davis, ESRI Boston, to give a briefing on how GIS can be used to monitor such an event.  It would be interesting to hear about what ESRI is learning from the Japan disaster.

The “New Madrid fault line exercise” was mentioned as in the works for May of this year.  New England is reportedly 700 years overdue for a major earthquake.

CRCOG ortho article by Erik Snowden – discussion on a possible follow-up survey asking what towns are doing with the orthos.  Discussion on how to solicit maps.

Suggestion on a map for GIS Day – a state map with quotes of how GIS is used (text quotes).  GIS for catastrophe management at the Hartford (insurance co.) was mentioned – someone should speak to this person.

Suggestion on a panel discussion on GIS Certification.

Another suggestion – getting CTN to film a segment. 

There is talk of a 3-state “meeting in the woods” to discuss GIS (CT, MA, RI)


GIS Day 2011 & Outreach & process
GIS day 2011 will be held at the legislative office building (LOB) and Beth Steward-Kelly will contact the legislative facilities management for all reservations for the GIS day event.  She has reserved the lower concourse already.

Discussions followed on using the GIS day as a tool to reach out to schools, GIS professionals, and also as a means to collaborate with other Northeast states, (NY, RI, MA, ME, NH)

Suggestions was entainterned for a joint GIS DAY sponsor with the CGA, and the User to user network Group, and the Council, to attract potential GIS professionals, from far and beyond.

The Working Group also requested that all the towns and Agencies that are working on any GIS cost saving Initiative should provide a poster to enhance the quality of the GIS DAY event.

Also that all Council members are requested to provide posters for any GIS project being done in their respective towns or agencies.











