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     GIS technology is used by the State WIC Program to ensure participants have adequate 
access to authorized stores to redeem their WIC food vouchers.
     A participant is considered to have "adequate geographic access" if their residence falls 
within a store's catchment area (see Legend); vendors are considered to have "adequate 
store capacity to meet demand" if the vendor-to-participant ratio does not exceed 1:175.
     These analyses allow WIC to identify pockets of participants with inadequate - or excess - 
access to vendors, to aid in determining the need to increase or decrease the number, distri-
bution and location of vendors in selected communities or neighborhoods across the state.
     While urban areas enjoy good coverage, there are very few grocery stores in the rural 
communities of our state for the WIC Program to authorize!
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Note:  A participant located outside of a store's catchment area is
considered to have inadequate geographic access to vendor ser-
vices; that area would then be posted on the DPH / WIC website
and advertised as an area in need of a new authorized vendor(s).
Participant data are presented for illustrative purposes only and do 
NOT indicate the location or residence of current WIC participants.
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