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GIS Council Meeting
Wednesday, March 25, 2009
2:30 PM – 4:00 PM

Department of Information Technology (DOIT)
101 East River Drive, Conference Room # 1002A

East Hartford, CT 06108

Members Present:
· Diane Wallace, Chairperson, DOIT

· Michael Varney, DOIT

· Angelo Asaro, DOT

· Stuart Fitzgerald, DECD

· Rich Gallacher, Town of Manchester

· Tyler Kleykamp, OPM

· Patrick Ladd, Town of West Hartford

· Bill Palomba, DPUC

· George Pohorilak, DPS

· Sandy Prisloe, UConn

· Erik Snowden, CRCOG

· Howie Sternberg, DEP

· Scott Szalkiewicz, DPH 
· Christina Walsh (for Derek Phelps), CSC

Members Absent:
· Anthony Andosca, CSUS

· Dennis Barry, DSS 
· Wayne Kasacek, DOA

· Stephen Lowery, Town of Tolland 
· LTC Gerald Lukowski, Military Dept.

· Ray Philbrick, DPW
· Scott Roberts, Town of South Windsor

· James ‘Skip’ Thomas, DEMHS

Guest Attendance:
· Steve Anderson, AppGeo

· Bernard Asimonye, DOIT

· Eric Madsen, DDS

· Robert Mundy, DPUC

· Peter Sandgren, DEMHS

· Jim Spencer, DOT

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 2:30 p.m. by Chairperson Diane Wallace.  
Review of the February 25, 2009 Minutes:
Chairperson Wallace entertained a motion to accept the February 25, 2009 GIS Council meeting minutes as written.  Council member Patrick Ladd moved the motion and Council member Rich Gallacher seconded the motion.  Chairperson Wallace asked for discussion; no discussion ensued.  13 members of the GIS Council were present and voting; all members voted in favor of accepting the minutes as written and the motion carried.
Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group
Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group Chairperson, Jim Spencer, reports the group is working on the following activities and/or initiatives:

· The Group’s website has been updated adding minutes from various meetings and up-to-date information.

· In collaboration with the Education and Training Working Group, the Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group has been focusing on the publicizing of information and  outreach within the GIS community.


· The Working Group and Subcommittees continue to make progress on the Business Plans and Data Standards reports.  

· There are several data initiatives that the Group will continue to investigate.
· Rich Gallacher, Co-chair of the Imagery Framework Data Subcommittee reports that the subcommittee met on March 24th.  The Capitol Region Council of Governments, or CRCOG, flight began last weekend with the area east of the Connecticut River almost complete and the area west of the Connecticut River soon to be completed as well.  A marketing plan was drafted to highlight the benefits of a statewide flyover with a preference to occur within the next 2 years.
For more information about the Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group, please contact:

· James Spencer, Chairperson, Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group

860-594-2014

Email: James.Spencer@po.state.ct.us
Training and Education Working Group
Training and Education Working Group Co-Chairperson, Sandy Prisloe, reports that the group is working on the following activities and/or initiatives:

· The Group met on March 24th and would like to be renamed the “Education and Outreach Group” as they do not conduct training so much as promote the education of geospatial information through outreach, creative programs, and online resources.  Chairperson Wallace entertained a motion to rename the “Training and Education Working Group” to “Education and Outreach Group”.  Council member Sandy Prisloe moved the motion and Council member Tyler Kleykamp seconded the motion.  All members present and voting were in favor with no opposition and the motion carried.

· As part of their continuous outreach initiatives, the Group will take the lead on maintaining a list of contacts outside of the GIS Council in the future.

· Please continue to submit newsletter articles and activities to Beth Stewart-Kelly via email at: beth.kelly2@us.army.mil.  If there is an update available for GEMS (Geographic Emergency Management System), an article in the newsletter would be beneficial.
· Council member Michael Varney reports that the issue with GEMS continues to be worked on however, the site will not be publicly accessible without the appropriate credentials.

· Arroll Borden, President of the User-to-User Network, is interested in working to promote continuous outreach within the GIS community and the region.  He has asked if the GIS Council can identify a list of topics that he can also utilize for education within the User-to-User Networks.  For more information on the User-to-User Network, please visit the website at: http://ctgis.uconn.edu/index.htm.
· The Group has begun to explore various venues for GIS day.  This is preliminary work and if anyone has any suggestions, please contact Sandy Prisloe.

· The Group would like to create a page on the website entitled ‘Spot Light On’ which would be focused on something or someone innovative and interesting within the GIS community.  If you have an idea to share, please contact Sandy Prisloe.

· Thad Dymkowski of Newington, CT has joined the Education and Outreach Group.

· A statewide survey is being conducted to determine the status of GIS use in Connecticut’s 169 municipalities.  The survey includes questions covering a range of basic topics and its purpose is to obtain a snapshot of the extent of GIS utilization in order to provide information and guide education and training efforts.
· Peter Sandgren reminds everyone that the spring NEARC (North East ARC) users conference is on Tuesday, May 12th.  For more information, please visit the NEARC website at: www.northeastarc.org. 
· Council member Scott Szalkiewicz asked if the Council has thought of demonstrating how a GIS application is utilized through video streaming such as the Department of Public Health (DPH) did for daycare.  To view the DPH’s video, please visit: http://publichealth.mediasite.com/publichealth/Viewer/?peid=7bdb996f-3656-4d98-a371-b0493d7f54ee.     

For more information, please contact:

· Sandy Prisloe, Co-Chairperson, Training and Education Working Group

860-345-5229

Email: Sandy.Prisloe@uconn.edu
Legal and Security Working Group
 

· Council member Kleykamp reports that there is no new report from the Legal and Security Working Group.  

· Council member Kleykamp reports that House Bill No. 6469 ‘An Act Concerning Smart Growth and State Planning’ has had some activity moving out of the Planning and Development Committee on March 13th.  Clarification of the substitute language will be forthcoming.
For more information, please contact:

· Brenda Bergeron, Legal and Security Working Group

860-256-0816
Email: Brenda.Bergeron@po.state.ct.us
Finance Working Group
 

Finance Working Group Chairperson, Tyler Kleykamp, reports that the group is working on the following activities and/or initiatives:

· The Group continues to work with DOIT Facilitator, Chuck Hoadley to finalize the business plan and present it to the Council.


· The Group would like to develop a list of available grants to post on the Council website and Council member Kleykamp has been in contact with Lynn Bjorklund, USGS (U.S. Geological Survey: http://www.usgs.gov/) about the stimulus bill and any funding availability.


· Council member George Pohorilak discussed his meeting with Matt Fritz from the Governor’s Office regarding broadband and $350M that was made available for the utilization of broadband mapping.  A group will be formed and the application will be filed as soon as it’s available.  There is a 20% match involved and the criteria should be available within the next couple of months.


· Council member Pohorilak took this opportunity to say that he would be retiring in April.  Chairperson Wallace thanked him for his contributions to the Council and wished him well in his retirement.

For more information, please contact:

· Tyler Kleykamp, Acting Finance Working Group Chair
860-418-6302
Email: Tyler.Kleykamp@ct.gov
NSGIC

Connecticut’s official NSGIC representative, Jim Spencer, reports that NSGIC continues to work toward total imagery for the nation and will leverage any stimulus funding that becomes available.
· If there is an update to ‘RAMONA’, please contact Bernard with information.

For more information, please visit the National States Geographic Information Council (NSGIC) website at: www.nsgic.org.

New/Other Business
· Jim Spencer reported that the New York Cyber Security group has contacted him to propose a purchase of LiDAR partially funded through homeland security funding.  While this data would be valuable to Connecticut, resources are not available for participation.  Another invitation came from a Director in Maine regarding a multi-state investment in LiDAR specifically for the coastal regions however; resources are not available for this initiative.  The U.S. Coast Guard Search and Rescue Team utilizes LiDAR on a limited basis in their daily operations but cannot use it for oil and chemical spills.  That team may join a future GIS Council meeting.

· Ideas and suggestions are welcomed for future Council meetings.  The Connecticut Association of Land Surveyors (CALS) should be addressed in a future meeting and the Cadastral Subcommittee has updated information to share with the Council.  

· Salt Lake City said the NAIP (National Agriculture Imagery Program: http://165.221.201.14/NAIP.html) data should be delivered soon.  It will be 4 bands, leaf on, and 1 meter.  It will be shared and made public.

· The next GIS Council meeting will take place on Wednesday, April 22, 2009, at the Department of Information Technology.  

Adjournment

Chairperson Wallace entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Council member Scott Szalkiewicz moved the motion and Council member Ladd seconded the motion.  All members present and voting were in favor with no opposition and the motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 3:25 p.m.
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