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GIS Council Meeting
Wednesday, September 23, 2009
2:30 PM – 4:00 PM

Department of Information Technology (DOIT)
101 East River Drive, Conference Room # 1002A

East Hartford, CT 06108

DRAFT
The September 23, 2009 GIS Council meeting minutes are not official or binding until accepted by the GIS Council at the next meeting on Wednesday, November 18, 2009.  

Members Present:
· Diane Wallace, Chairperson, DOIT
· Michael Varney, DOIT
· Daniel Czaja, DPS-OSET

· Rich Gallacher, Town of Manchester

· Melanie Kerr (for Skip Thomas), DEMHS
· Tyler Kleykamp, OPM

· Patrick Ladd, Town of West Hartford
· Stephen Lowery, Town of Tolland
· Derek Phelps, CSC
· Eric Snowden, CRCOG
· Jim Spencer (for Robbin Cabelus), DOT

· Beth Stewart-Kelly (for LTC Gerald Lukowski), Mil Dept
· Howard Sternberg, DEP

· Emily Hoffhine Wilson, UConn

Members Absent:
· Anthony Andosca, CSUS
· Dennis Barry, DSS 
· Stuart Fitzgerald, DECD
· Wayne Kasacek, DOA

· Bill Palomba, DPUC
· Raymond Philbrick, DPW

· Scott Roberts, Town of South Windsor
· Scott Szalkiewicz, DPH
Guest Attendance:
· Steven Anderson, AppGeo

· Bernard Asimonye, DOIT
· Matt Davis, ESRI
· Eric Madsen, DDS
· Aaron Nash, Vernon

· Caill Nylen, ESRI
· Bryan Pavlik, DPS-OSET
Call to Order:
The meeting was called to order at 2:35 p.m. by Chairperson Diane Wallace.  
Review of the May 27 and June 24, 2009 Minutes:

Chairperson Wallace asked if there are any changes that needed to be made to the June 24, 2009 minutes.  There were no changes to be made; however, the vote was deferred since there was no quorum.  Neither the May 27, 2009 minutes, nor the June 24, 2009 could be approved at the time.
Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group:
Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group Chairperson, Jim Spencer, reports the group is working on the following activities and/or initiatives:

· The working group has been on a hiatus for most of the year with a concentration of most work being done in the Addressing and Base Map Subcommittees.

The Transportation Subcommittee is done with the interstate system and will be testing in beta format to proof the data; there is a delay due to the loss of resources.

· The DOT realized an urgency to migrate their GIS environment from Oracle to SQL and complimented DOIT on their instrumental participation.


· The Addressing Subcommittee met last month and reviewed the addressing data model; it will be formalized based on the FDGC (Federal Geographic Data Committee).


Although the surveys have not yet gone out, it is hopeful that there will be an opportunity to have some filled in by the next meeting.

· Through the LUCA project, the state submitted 118,000 new addresses of which 70,000 were based on new construction and development.  Approximately 107,000 addresses have been approved thus far and a detailed report will be given to the Council once the Governor’s Office finalizes their report on acceptance.

· The Imagery Subcommittee met yesterday and received imagery without clouds but with a little bit of melted snow.  There are 4 tiles – South Windsor, Hartford, Manchester, and Avon – being checked for accuracy on details such as bridges.  There were some tiles with incorrect projection headers and new tiles were received.  Batches will be received and the entire package should be ready by the end of January or February; the challenge will be the Q/C and Q/A as well as storage.

The Subcommittee also reported on its presentation for Orthoimagery.  This presentation will be utilized when traveling to various venues, such as the CT Assessing Officers, as part of the outreach initiative within the community.  The presentation titled “What’s So Special about Orthoimagery” was shown to the Council.

For more information about the Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group, please contact:

· James Spencer, Chairperson, Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group

860-594-2014

Email: James.Spencer@po.state.ct.us
Education and Outreach Working Group:
Education and Outreach Working Council member, Emily Hoffhine Wilson, reports that the group is working on the following activities and/or initiatives:

· The focus of the Working Group has been GIS Day.  The event has been confirmed for Wednesday, November 18th with two rooms reserved at the LOB (Legislative Office Building).  Chairperson Wallace will kick off the day’s activities with a greeting and opening comments at 10:00 a.m. after which, there will be 7 presentations, a lunch break at 12:00 noon, and the GIS Council meeting beginning at 2:30.  This year’s GIS Day Council Meeting will include the Governor’s GIS Day proclamation, an introduction of the CT Geography Bee Winner (if possible), and a presentation by the Map Contest winner.  As the event nears, more information, as well as an agenda will be posted on the GIS Council website.

The Working Group is in the process of publicizing this event and collecting abstracts; they are asking for volunteers for the table displays.  Since the concourse is further reserved for the entire month of November, anyone with posters or maps utilizing GIS can contact any member of the Education and Outreach Working Group for more information about displaying their work in the concourse.

Working Group member, Thad Dymkowski, has been coordinating and collecting poster submissions from schools.  These posters will also be included in the November concourse display and prizes will be awarded during the GIS Council meeting.

· The latest newsletter has been finalized and posted online.  Chairperson Wallace commented that this is the best newsletter thus far.  After the GIS Day event, the Working Group will refocus efforts to publicize the newsletter as part of the outreach initiative within the community.
For more information, please contact:

· Emily Hoffhine Wilson, Co-Chairperson, Education and Outreach Working Group

860-345-5226
Email: Emily.Wilson@uconn.edu 
Legal and Security Working Group:
 

There was no report for the Legal and Security Working Group.
For more information, please contact:

· Brenda Bergeron, Legal and Security Working Group

860-256-0816
Email: Brenda.Bergeron@po.state.ct.us
Finance Working Group:
Finance Working Group Chairperson, Tyler Kleykamp, reports that the group is working on the following activities and/or initiatives:
· In March 2009, the Finance Working Group completed a SWOT analysis related to the ability of the GIS Council to secure funding for the implementation of both its Business and Strategic plans.  A list of 6 initiatives was requested of Tyler at the June GIS Council meeting to be presented at today’s meeting.  Although the initiatives are different, the objective is to focus on a tangible initiative.  With the state’s fiscal situation and the general economic downturn, it is not possible to fully implement the Council’s business plan.  The initiatives should still be prioritized as they are derived directly from the Council’s plans.

The Council members discussed the initiatives and chose to pursue funding for new statewide digital orthophotography.


· Due to the recent retirements, the Finance Working Group has lost most of its members.  Tyler suggested dissolving the Working Group and appointing a “Financial Representative” to report to the Council on areas of finance.  He will supply the bylaws that need to be changed at a future meeting.


· Council member Michael Varney presented information regarding Cap Grant requirements, categories, and dates for 2009 – 2010.  Details can be found on the FGDC website at: http://www.fgdc.gov/grants/2010NSDICAP/2010CAPschedule.

For more information, please contact:

· Tyler Kleykamp, Finance Working Group Chair
860-418-6302
Email: Tyler.Kleykamp@ct.gov

NSGIC (National States Geographic Information Council) Update:

Chairperson Wallace announced that Tyler Kleykamp will now be Connecticut’s NSGIC representative.  
There is no new report to the Council.
For more information about NSGIC, please visit: www.nsgic.org.
Review of the May 27 and June 24, 2009 Minutes:

With a quorum available, Chairperson Wallace entertained a motion to accept the May 27th and June 24th, 2009 GIS Council meeting minutes as written.  Council member Beth Stewart-Kelly moved the motion and Council member Stephen Lowery seconded the motion.  Chairperson Wallace asked for discussion; no discussion ensued.  13 members of the GIS Council were present and voting; all members voted in favor of accepting both sets of minutes as written and the motion carried.
New/Other Business:
· Council member Michael Varney presented the Broadband Stimulus Project which covered the Governor’s Executive Order No. 32, a timeframe including agency roles and responsibilities, the requested amount of $5,075,734 accompanied by planning and mapping functions, and mapping availability by service address. 
· Council member Rich Gallacher announced that the Council will have a booth at the NEARC conference this year.  If anyone is interested in volunteering, please contact Rich Gallacher.  The NEARC conference will be held from Sunday, October 4 through Wednesday, October 7, 2009.  For more information, please visit the NEARC website at: http://www.northeastarc.org/index.html. 
· Last spring, Lynn Bjorklund, USGS, discussed preparing for the 2011 flights.  Is it possible to have the group back to discuss this with the Council?

Lynn has also helped the Council obtain the 2006 Geotifs; the USGS will be shipping them and they will be made available as soon as possible.  They are leaf on with color and an update will be given at the next meeting.
· The Office of the Long Island Sound of the DEP, has obtained imagery of the coastline of Connecticut in high resolution, with color, and would like to obtain the same imagery in 2010.  If anyone wants to see the specs, the office will partner with NOA and develop the necessary MOU between the DEP and NOA for the NOA to pay for the flight.  This has to be completed quickly and Kevin O’Brien at the DEP is working on this task.
· The October 28, 2009 GIS Council meeting will be canceled.
Adjournment:
Chairperson Wallace adjourned the meeting without a quorum at 4:20 p.m.[image: image2.png]
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