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GIS Council Meeting
Wednesday, June 24, 2009
2:30 PM – 4:00 PM

Department of Information Technology (DOIT)
101 East River Drive, Conference Room # 1002A

East Hartford, CT 06108

Members Present:
· Diane Wallace, Chairperson, DOIT
· Brenda Bergeron (for Skip Thomas), DEMHS
· Daniel Czaja (for George Pohorilak), DPS

· Tyler Kleykamp, OPM

· Patrick Ladd, Town of West Hartford
· Stephen Lowery, Town of Tolland

· Robert Mundy (for Bill Palomba), DPUC

· Jim Spencer (for Angelo Asaro), DOT

· Christina Walsh (for Derek Phelps), CSC

· Emily Hoffhine Wilson, UConn

Members Absent:
· Michael Varney, DOIT

· Anthony Andosca, CSUS
· Angelo Asaro, DOT
· Dennis Barry, DSS 
· Stuart Fitzgerald, DECD
· Rich Gallacher, Town of Manchester 
· Wayne Kasacek, DOA

· LTC Gerald Lukowski, Military Dept.

· Bill Palomba, DPUC
· Derek Phelps, CSC

· Raymond Philbrick, DPW

· Scott Roberts, Town of South Windsor
· Eric Snowden, CRCOG

· Howard Sternberg, DEP

· Scott Szalkiewicz, DPH
· Skip Thomas, DEMHS

Guest Attendance:
· Bernard Asimonye, DOIT

· Lynn Bjorklund, USGS
· Bryan Pavlik, DPS-OSET
· Paul Rooney, ESRI

Call to Order:
The meeting was called to order at 2:40 p.m. by Chairperson Diane Wallace.  
CIO Wallace convened the meeting with the acknowledgement of the new Council member for UConn, Emily Hoffhine Wilson.  By way of introduction, Emily began working at UConn 9 years ago as a member of the geospatial technology team.  She has been involved in many cutting-edge GIS and Remote Sensing applications ranging from land cover mapping to riparian buffer analyses to interpreting invasive plant locations from satellite imagery.  Currently, among other things, Emily is working with UConn and DEP to implement an ArcGIS Server application to provide geospatial natural resources data to agencies and the general public.
Review of the May 27, 2009 Minutes:

Chairperson Wallace asked if there are any changes that need to be made to the minutes.  There are no changes to be made; however, the vote is deferred since there is no quorum.
Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group:
Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group Chairperson, Jim Spencer, reports the group is working on the following activities and/or initiatives:

· The working group met on June 10th with discussion focusing around the strategic plan of the Council and the four data themes (Orthophotos, Parcels, Street Centerlines, and Address Points) of the working group, the opportunities for funding (some listed below), and how they may be applied:

· USGS LiDAR project,
· New York LiDAR project,

· Broadband Mapping,

· ARRA (American Recovery and Reinvestment Act) of 2009, and 
· Imagery and Transportation for the Nation through NSGIC.
Within the discussion, it was discovered that there needs to be a regrouping of focus to create a ‘game plan’ to participate in these and other available funding initiatives.  Information needs to be disseminated if it is obtained, hardware is needed for the storage of information, and funding is needed to accomplish all of this.
One idea that continues to be mentioned when discussing funding is the idea of partnering with private entities.  Assistance from the Legal and Security Working Group and the Finance Working Group would be necessary to review the Connecticut General Statutes to determine if this is a viable option for the Council to be able to participate in these initiatives.
Since there is a need to focus on one strategy and take advantage of the funding in that area, an idea was presented that a new group be formed of various members from the Imagery Subcommittee, the Finance Working Group, and the Legal and Security Working Group.  Council members Rich Gallacher and Scott Roberts are willing to Co-Chair and together with the Council, a particular initiative would be chosen to concentrate all efforts and focus.  This may require a meeting over the summer where a plan would be presented to the Council.  A simultaneous presentation may be put forth as an attempt to prepare for the USGS flyover for 2010-2011.  If possible, it would be helpful for the USGS to prepare a presentation with all of the details of the flight for the September Council meeting.  (Lynn Bjorklund, USGS, said that if this is the NAIP flight, it will be flown again next summer since funding has been received.  The flight will obtain imagery that is leaf on, 1 meter pixel, and natural color.  With collaboration in funding, the resolution could be better).
Jim will keep Chairperson Wallace informed of the activities of the Group.  
· The next meeting of the Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group will be September 9, 2009.
· Council member Dan Czaja reports that the Broadband RFI (Request for Information) was issued within the past two weeks.  The question and answer period for the RFI expires at the end of July and the RFI closes at the end of September.  Thus far, nothing formal has materialized.

· Council member designee for the DPUC, Robert Mundy, reports that stimulus funding and information may be available next week before July 3rd.


· Council member designee for DEHMS, Brenda Bergeron, reports that her team would be available to assist in researching the statutory authority regarding partnering with private entities.

For more information about the Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group, please contact:

· James Spencer, Chairperson, Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group

860-594-2014

Email: James.Spencer@po.state.ct.us
Education and Outreach Working Group:
Education and Outreach Working Council member, Emily Hoffhine Wilson, reports that the group is working on the following activities and/or initiatives:

· The latest newsletter has been completed and the Group has been discussing ways to increase distribution;

· GIS day plans have been confirmed with a reservation for presentations in 2 rooms at the LOB (Legislative Office Building) on Wednesday, November 18th.  The LOB concourse will be available for the entire month of November for GIS related posters – please begin to think about what your group may want to display.
· Thad Dymkowski, Town of Newington and member of the Education and Outreach Working Group, is working with the USGS Geographic Alliance as part of the outreach initiatives.
· The Municipal GIS Survey is close to completion with an interactive map which can eventually be linked to the GIS Council website.

· The Pictometry online training courses will be posted soon.  The 1st class is titled “Getting Started with Pictometry” and the 2nd is titled “Getting Started with Pictometry Online”.

· The Municipal Critical Infrastructure training is occurring this week at the Armory.
· The Working Group had a discussion about Freedom Web with a demonstration and found it to be of interest.  Perhaps it could be an agenda item for one of the fall presentations to the Council.  

· Another possible fall agenda item for presentation to the GIS Council is the invitation to Mary Huda for a CALS (Connecticut Association of Land Surveyors) presentation.


· Margaret Thomas has a presentation to share for a possible fall agenda item.
For more information, please contact:

· Emily Hoffhine Wilson, Co-Chairperson, Education and Outreach Working Group

860-345-5226
Email: Emily.Wilson@uconn.edu 
Legal and Security Working Group:
 

Legal and Security Working Group Chairperson, Brenda Bergeron, reports that the group is working on the following activities and/or initiatives:
· Last Friday, the User-to-User Group discussed the GIS and FOI issues and a process for the municipalities to utilize for their incoming inquiries.  An FOI employee discussed various issues and Steve Anderson attended with a presentation of the amount of GIS information available.

· Council member Patrick Ladd reports that Steve Anderson discussed the collaboration of towns in various states that are able to share information.

Another topic discussed is the inconsistencies among municipalities in what should be charged for FOI requested information related to GIS.  After some discussion, the Council decided to update the Council website with more information on this topic to help provide a consistent framework on this issue.  (The website was updated with information from DEMHS under ‘Latest News’ on June 29, 2009.  There is also FOI information under the ‘Presentations, Reports & Papers’ section provided by DOIT).
Council member Steven Lowery reported that a request for information came into the town of Tolland and was being utilized for a video game; the charge was $25K for the parcels.
Lynn Bjorklund also indicates that Steve Anderson’s presentation was very helpful with useful information posted on the User-to-User website.
For more information, please contact:

· Brenda Bergeron, Legal and Security Working Group

860-256-0816
Email: Brenda.Bergeron@po.state.ct.us
Finance Working Group:
Finance Working Group Chairperson, Tyler Kleykamp, reports that the group is working on the following activities and/or initiatives:
· With the opportunity for retirement, most of the Finance Working Group has diminished.  Currently, the group that exists is working through the information from Chuck Hoadley and has to decide where the Council’s focus is to determine where funding is most needed.

In speaking with OPM, it is possible for the Council to submit a line item for funding, however, it must first be decided which direction the Council will chose from the list of possibilities.  Once the Council is focused on a particular effort/initiative, there is also an opportunity for various other groups to assist the Council in its efforts to build support for the funding that proposal before the Legislature.

Chairperson Wallace requests that Tyler put together the list of initiatives for the September or October agenda for the Council to collaboratively focus on the next endeavor.  

For more information, please contact:

· Tyler Kleykamp, Finance Working Group Chair
860-418-6302
Email: Tyler.Kleykamp@ct.gov

NSGIC (National States Geographic Information Council) Update:

Jim Spencer, Connecticut’s NSGIC representative, reports that the group is working on the following activities and/or initiatives: 
· The annual conference will be held in Cleveland (October 4th through October 8th) and is offering first-time attendee grants.  The deadline for submitting an application for the grant is coming up (July 31st).  The information for the grant application and selection process can be found on the NSGIC website at: http://www.nsgic.org/events/grants.cfm.  The NSGIC is currently compiling topics for the conference agenda.


·  NSGIC is also active in the pursuit of the ARRA 2009 funding and pushing for regional incentives and collaboration.  (This is similar to what the Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group has been discussing).

· Chairperson Wallace requests that a volunteer from the Council step forward to be the NSGIC representative.  While Jim Spencer has been the representative, his regular workload prevents him from continuing forward as the representative.  Please contact Chairperson Wallace at: Diane.Wallace@ct.gov if you are interested.

Lynn Bjorklund comments that NSGIC is a very active group with of various topics discussed.  Currently, they are planning a Homeland Security workshop and it would be of value for at least 1 person from Connecticut was to attend.  While funding is an issue, sometimes NSGIC will fund someone’s trip if they apply within the timeframe allowed.  Please visit the NSGIC website for that information.

Chairperson Wallace requests that Bernard review the details for the workshop and apply for Connecticut.

Jim Spencer also mentions that membership payment for NSGIC is due.
For more information about NSGIC, please visit: www.nsgic.org.

Federal Stimulus Activity Update: 
Council member Tyler Kleykamp, reports the following updates regarding the Federal Stimulus funding:
· With the assistance of various agencies, including DOIT, DEP, UConn, and ESRI, information has been placed online for your review;


· Chairperson Wallace received a letter from USGS and Tyler shared the letter with the Governor’s office where it was decided that it would be best for one agency, DEP, to take the lead on this initiative for funding.

· Lynn Bjorklund said that the Orthoimagery project mentioned in the letter is being focused on the Western area of the United States with approximately $2M attached to the project.  The LiDAR project is being focused on the Eastern area of the United States with approximately $12M attached to the project.

Various agencies such as the EPA and FEMA have expressed interest in finding ways to contribute funding in the future.
Chairperson Wallace mentions that the grants will be listed on Grants.gov in July or August. 
New England LiDAR Project:
There is no new information to report.
New/Other Business:
· Council member Patrick Ladd reports that he received usability and data quality feedback regarding the GEMS (Geographic Emergency Management System) website, and the Council discussed the process underway to collect user input for future GEMS enhancements.  

Bernard Asimonye, Education and Outreach Working Group member, said that the 2000 data was not in yet.  Various people have been trained to log onto the system and update the data.

Patrick asks if there is a listing for each town to review whether the data is accurate.

Bernard said that each town will be presented and as the town is selected, data can be updated.  However, you won’t be able to see everything unless you are a submitter.

Chairperson Wallace suggests that it would be a good idea to meet and have a conversation with users since it is the first time that the application is being accessed by a number of new users.  From there, we will be able to develop a prioritized list from the feedback.

Lynn Bjorklund indicates that the USGS has previously offered funding for structure stewardship to kick start the process and pull together data which will help with this process as well as the use of TGS layers on maps that are in use.

Jim Spencer said that the application isn’t for downloading, just to review on the screen; however, he and Howie Sternberg have developed a way to share data instead of downloading it.

Chairperson Wallace inquires about the creation of standard operating procedures for this process.

Jim Spencer indicates that the current issues are the firewalls and permissions and Jose Romero will contact Chairperson Wallace on this issue.  If these web services can begin, they will save time and money.

Chairperson Wallace will have Michael Varney follow up with this topic and Tyler Kleykamp indicates that they are already speaking about this.

· Chairperson Wallace would like members to contact her if there is a need for a meeting over the summer months.


Adjournment:
Chairperson Wallace adjourned the meeting without a quorum at 3:45 p.m.[image: image2.png]
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