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GIS Council Meeting
Wednesday, May 27, 2009
2:30 PM – 4:00 PM

Department of Information Technology (DOIT)
101 East River Drive, Conference Room # 1002A

East Hartford, CT 06108

Members Present:
· Diane Wallace, Chairperson, DOIT

· Michael Varney, DOIT

· Angelo Asaro, DOT

· Daniel Czaja (for George Pohorilak), DPS

· Rich Gallacher, Town of Manchester
· Wayne Kasacek, DOA

· Patrick Ladd, Town of West Hartford
· Bill Palomba, DPUC

· Sandy Prisloe, UConn

· Erik Snowden, CRCOG

· Beth Stewart-Kelly (for LTC Gerald Lukowski), Mil Dept

· Howie Sternberg, DEP

· Scott Szalkiewicz, DPH 

Members Absent:
· Anthony Andosca, CSUS

· Dennis Barry, DSS 
· Stuart Fitzgerald, DECD 

· Tyler Kleykamp, OPM

· Stephen Lowery, Town of Tolland

· Derek Phelps, CSC

· Raymond Philbrick, DPW

· Scott Roberts, Town of South Windsor

· Skip Thomas, DEMHS

Guest Attendance:
· Steve Anderson, AppGeo

· Bernard Asimonye, DOIT

· Lynn Bjorklund, USGS

· Matt Davis, ESRI

· Eric Madsen, DDS

· Robert Mundy, DPUC

· Aaron Nash, Town of Vernon

· Carl Nylen, ESRI

· Peter Sandgren, DEMHS

· Jim Spencer, DOT
Call to Order:
The meeting was called to order at 2:35 p.m. by Chairperson Diane Wallace.  
CIO Wallace convened the meeting with the acknowledgement of the retirement of the following Council members:

· Angelo Asaro, Department of Transportation,

· Sandy Prisloe, UConn, and
· Robert Mundy, Designee, Department of Public Utility Control
CIO Wallace thanked each member for his contributions and wished each member well in his future endeavors.

Review of the April 22, 2009 Minutes:

Chairperson Wallace entertained a motion to accept the April 22, 2009 GIS Council meeting minutes as written.  Council member Patrick Ladd moved the motion and Council member Beth Stewart-Kelly seconded the motion.  Chairperson Wallace asked for discussion; no discussion ensued.  11 members of the GIS Council were present and voting; all members voted in favor of accepting the minutes as written and the motion carried.
Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group:
Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group Chairperson, Jim Spencer, reports the group is working on the following activities and/or initiatives:

· As mentioned in previous meetings, the subcommittees have adjusted their meetings to a quarterly schedule.

· Dan Czaja - The surveys created by the Addressing Subcommittee have been finalized and the subcommittee is trying to find an online method to distribute them.  The address guideline survey is to be released in June utilizing an established addressing contact list and the address point layer survey released in July utilizing the GIS contact listing from the Education and Outreach working group.

· Rich Gallacher - Currently selecting the tiles for the flight area.  Eric Snowden, CRCOG, reports that the 9 tiles represent two different groups.  Originally, plans included the CRCOG area coverage plus Plainville; however, other municipalities were added.

· In addition to the CRCOG statewide flight, it was discussed that a webpage should be added to the GIS website to explain how orthophotography is utilized by the USGS, its benefits, and why the municipalities would be interested in the topic.  (It was also mentioned that this will be a good topic for the next GIS Newsletter).  If the towns understand the need for orthophotography, they may also decide to participate in the 2011 USGS flight and plan ahead for allowances in their budgeting.

· Rich also discusses the Massachusetts Office of Geographic Information System (GIS) orthophotography activities.  Although they do not have a formal program, when the opportunity arises, they begin to try to obtain funding through promotion of the project.  A question was asked as to whether they are successful in this approach and it seems that they have been successful in obtaining 2001 and 2005 flight coverage (almost every 4 years).  Another inquiry was made as to how far in advance they begin to campaign for funding.  Although there is no exact time, typically, the Office of GIS hears from the USGS approximately 1 year in advance of the flight.

Chairperson Wallace suggests that this topic be brought to the attention of the Finance Committee so that they can formalize a plan.

Lynn Bjorklund, USGS, says that certain agencies fund different imagery and orthophotography.  For example, Rhode Island primarily funds pictometry, though there is a need and benefit for all types of imagery.

Rich further discusses promoting efforts for orthophotography by creating a flyer to distribute to municipalities.  It would encourage participation in the project through the demonstration of benefits to the municipalities and why they should be interested.  A matrix can be included in the flyer to show the various price ranges for the different imagery and where there is more participation, the cost to the agency and/or municipality decreases.  Before distribution, the flyer will be reviewed with the Legal and Security Working Group.

· The Connecticut Geographic Names Authority wants to publish a webpage to promote awareness of their organization.  The CGNA is chaired by Jackie Mickiewicz of DEP and typically meets every two months.  Chairperson Wallace suggested a work order be placed with the Portal Group and they can work on the page from there.

For more information about the Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group, please contact:

· James Spencer, Chairperson, Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group

860-594-2014

Email: James.Spencer@po.state.ct.us
NSGIC:

Jim Spencer, Connecticut’s NSGIC representative, reports that although he could not attend the members’ meeting, he received information on the continuing activities of NSGIC that support transportation and imagery for the nation.  

For more information about NSGIC, please visit: www.nsgic.org.

Education and Outreach Working Group:
Education and Outreach Working Group Co-Chairperson, Peter Sandgren, reports that the group is working on the following activities and/or initiatives:

· Dennis Barry will be retiring.  He is wished well in his future endeavors.

· The Education and Outreach Working Group met yesterday and discussed the finalized results of the municipal survey which they would like to publish on the web.  They also need to send out a request for updates for their contact list in June or July since there is a lot of activity and development within the Northeast area with Mark Goetz.
· The Group is hoping to hold another Pictometry training session after the legislature has adjourned for this year however, this training session may be held online due to the expenditure of an in-person training session.
· Various venues are still being explored for GIS day.  The Working Group will take advantage of posting maps and posters in the LOB gallery for the 1 month period and have people vote for their favorite posters or maps online.  For more information, please contact Peter Sandgren.
· For the June GIS Council agenda, the Group is considering inviting Mary Huda from the Connecticut Association of Assessors in the Town of Stratford.

· The critical infrastructure application that goes with GEMS in the GIS Portal is dependent on information from state agencies and municipalities who will need to update their own data for the application.  Michael Varney will send the RSVP for training by the end of the week.
· The draft of the next newsletter from Beth contains information on how Lieutenant Bradley’s plane was found utilizing GIS.
For more information, please contact:

· Peter Sandgren, Co-Chairperson, Education and Outreach Working Group

860-256-0875
Email: Peter.Sandgren@ct.gov 
Legal and Security Working Group:
 

There is no report for the Legal and Security Working Group.
For more information, please contact:

· Brenda Bergeron, Legal and Security Working Group

860-256-0816
Email: Brenda.Bergeron@po.state.ct.us
Finance Working Group:
There is no report for the Finance Working Group.

For more information, please contact:

· Tyler Kleykamp, Finance Working Group Chair
860-418-6302
Email: Tyler.Kleykamp@ct.gov
New England LiDAR Project:
· Council member Michael Varney reports that the federal stimulus activities indicate that there may be some funding coming to Connecticut however, it has not been allocated to specific programs at this time.
· Lynn Bjorklund, USGS, reports that she heard quite some time ago that funding will be provided for the New England LiDAR project, however Connecticut falls just below the threshold for funding and other projects have been chosen.  There may be federal funding available and updates will be provided within 1 month as the process is being closely scrutinized.
· Jim Spencer reports that he participated in a conference call regarding LiDAR and it was said that Maine has taken the lead on the initiative for the LiDAR project for all of New England.  Maine is looking to subsidize the purchase utilizing stimulus funds which would still leave a substantial balance and the agencies would have to contribute funding in a phased approach.  In Connecticut’s fiscal year 2009, the amount would be $30k and funding from agencies and municipalities across New England isn’t readily available in this economic climate.  
· Aside from funding, another issue is exactly what areas should be covered.  Rhode Island wants to cover the watershed areas, New Hampshire has good coverage, and if Connecticut proposes to cover counties, issues may arise.  A question arose as to the uniformity and there isn’t any uniformity – only a ‘hodge podge’ of information.
· Lynn, USGS, comments on the importance of having full coverage.  If Connecticut were to purchase coverage for the entire state at the lowest resolution, it would cost $164k for the fiscal years of 2009, 2010, and 2011.  A conference call will be coordinated in approximately 1 week and we should be prepared to answer whether or not we have the funds (although it’s difficult to obtain an answer in this climate).  As a minimum commitment, if Connecticut chose to be involved in the project, a signed letter would be required from Chairperson Wallace.
New/Other Business:
· Peter Sandgren announced that there will be a user-to-user presentation to happen at the MDC training center on Friday, June 19th from 8:30 to 12:00.  A reminder email will be sent out shortly.

· Council member Sandy Prisloe said that the NAIP (National Agriculture Imagery Program) imagery data collected in July 2008 is 1 meter resolution, 4 bands, leaf-on, and has been compiled by the DEP into a statewide mosaic.  All of the imagery is in the public domain.  Anyone wishing to obtain a copy should provide an external disk drive to Howie Sternberg or Sandy.

· Council member Varney said that the website is receiving a lot of traffic.  If you have anything of interest to the GIS community, please send the information so that it can be published on the web.

· Council member Rich Gallacher attended the CALS (Connecticut Association of Land Surveyors) meeting with several other GIS people.  CALS had sent a letter to the municipalities indicating that they did not have to submit information to the municipalities.  The meeting was successful and Rich understood the issues that CALS encountered such as insurance liabilities with the carriers.  One of the proposed resolutions to this issue is to have a confidentiality notice signed, though the idea still needs to be submitted to the Legal and Security Working Group.  CALS wants to have their submissions marked ‘non-authoritative’ since they are not classified and each group is trying to resolve the issues collaboratively.  Mark Goetz of the Cadastral subcommittee is coordinating the meetings.

· Lynn, USGS, discusses that agreements with commercial satellite images ‘international charter’ could be utilized through the USGS and FEMA to invoke satellite imagery for emergencies.  Training is available to a designated person in each state for those who manage the emergencies however, it would need to be someone who understands the technical side of satellite imagery and who is engaged in emergency matters.  After the news of a meeting in Colorado, the USGS would like to bring a trainer to the New England area but would need to know the next step.  

Council member Michael Varney would be the person to send this information to.  He will then contact Skip Thomas at DEMHS (Department of Emergency Management and Homeland Security) and discuss the person that would best fit that position.

· Dan Czaja reports that the URISA/NENA (Urban and Regional Information Systems Associations/National Emergency Number Association) addressing conference will be held from August 4th through August 6th in Providence, Rhode Island.  For more information, please visit the URISA website at: http://www.urisa.org/conferences/Addressing/Info.  
Adjournment:
Chairperson Wallace entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Council member Scott Szalkiewicz moved the motion and Council member Rich Gallacher seconded the motion.  All members present and voting were in favor with no opposition and the motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 3:40 p.m.
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