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GIS Council Meeting

Wednesday, February 27, 2008
2:30 PM – 4:00 PM

Department of Information Technology (DOIT)
101 East River Drive, Conference Room # 1002A

East Hartford, CT 06108

DRAFT
The February 27, 2008 GIS Council meeting minutes are not official or binding until accepted by the GIS Council at the next meeting on Wednesday, March 26, 2008.  

Members Present:
Diane Wallace, Chairperson, DOIT

Mike Varney, DOIT
Andy Asaro, DOT

Dan Czaja, DPS, (for George Pohorilak, DPS)

Stuart Fitzgerald, DECD

Richard Gallacher, Town of Manchester
Wayne Kasacek, DOA
Melanie Kerr, DEHMS, (for James (Skip) Thomas, DEMHS)

Tyler Kleykamp, OPM (for Dan Morley, OPM)
Patrick Ladd, Town of West Hartford
Bill Palomba, DPUC
Raymond Philbrick, DPW 
Sandy Prisloe, UConn
Erik Snowden, Regional Planning (CRCOG)
Beth Stewart-Kelly, Military (for LTC Gerald Luwkowski, Military)

Members Absent:
Dr. Gerald Iwan, DPH 
Derek Phelps, Siting Council 

Scott Roberts, Town of South Windsor
Guest Attendance:
Christina Lepage, CSC

Erik Madsen, DDS

Roslyn Selsky, CAES
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 2:31 p.m. by Chairperson Diane Wallace.  
Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group
 

Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group Chairperson, Jim Spencer, reported that the group’s webpage (http://www.ct.gov/gis/cwp/view.asp?a=3034&q=404742) is now a more comprehensive, user-friendly resource for meeting schedules and minutes, the progress of the framework subcommittees, and the current initiatives and activities of the entire group.  
In addition, Chairperson Spencer reports that the group continues moving forward with the establishment of goals based on those identified in the Council’s strategic plan, the development of business plans, and establishment of data standards which will be presented to the Council in July.  
The Addressing Framework Data Theme Subcommittee met at the Town Hall of South Windsor on Wednesday, February 20, to continue work on the business plan for the implementation of the Addressing theme.  Meetings are open to the public and take place at the following location:
· The Town Hall of South Windsor

1540 Sullivan Avenue

South Windsor, CT 06074

For questions about the Addressing Subcommittee’s agenda, please contact:

· Dan Czaja, Department of Public Safety (DPS)

Office of Statewide Emergency Telecommunications

1111 Country Club Road, 3rd Floor

Middletown, CT 06457-9294

Tele # 860-685-8131

Email: Daniel.Czaja@po.state.ct.us
For more information about the Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group, please contact:

· James Spencer, Chairperson, Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group

860-594-2014

Email: James.Spencer@po.state.ct.us
Training and Education Working Group
Training and Education Working Group Chairperson, Sandy Prisloe, reported that the group’s webpage (http://www.ct.gov/gis/cwp/view.asp?a=3033&q=410296) has been updated to include training opportunities and locations, educational resources with podcast links, and meeting schedules and minutes.  Please visit the website for upcoming events.
In addition, the group continues to explore funding options for staff support.
For more information, please contact:

· Sandy Prisloe, Chairperson, Training and Education Working Group

860-345-5229

Email: Sandy.Prisloe@uconn.edu
Legal and Security Working Group

Legal and Security Working Group Chairperson, Brenda Bergeron, via Council member Varney, reported that the Freedom of Information Commission testified against House Bill No. 5643 “An Act Exempting Certain Public Service Company Records and Adjusting the Cost of Obtaining Public Records”.
For more information, please contact:

· Brenda Bergeron, Legal and Security Working Group

860-256-0816

Email: Brenda.Bergeron@po.state.ct.us
Finance Working Group
 

There was no report for the Finance Working Group.
For more information, please contact:

· Steve Fish, Finance Working Group

860-424-3642

Email: Steve.Fish@po.state.ct.us
Review of the January 23, 2008 Minutes

Chairperson Wallace entertained a motion to accept the January 23, 2008 GIS Council meeting minutes.  Council member Patrick Ladd moved the motion and Council member Angelo Asaro seconded the motion.  Chairperson Wallace asked for discussion.  Melanie Kerr, representing Council member James Thomas of DEMHS, requested that she be added to the attendance list as Council member Thomas’ designee.  The change was noted.  At this time, 13 members of the GIS Council were present and voting, 12 members were in favor with Chairperson Wallace abstaining.  The motion carried.  

Presentation of the Department of Transportation’s Use of GIS
The Connecticut Department of Transportation is currently comprised of five operating bureaus: Finance and Administration, Engineering and Highway Operations, Policy and Planning, Aviation and Ports, and Public Transportation.  The GIS Development Unit is part of the Policy and Planning Bureau and is comprised of five staff members who handle all GIS activities within the department.  The group is currently funded under the FHWA (Federal Highway Administration) State Planning and Research (SP & R) Work Task Grant as well as other grant opportunities.

The GIS Development Unit is responsible for:
· Maintenance and development for the department’s GIS system;

· Developing an Enterprise-wide GIS system for the department;

· Development of GIS priority applications;

· Supporting over 100 GIS users;

· GIS software, installation, and maintenance including incorporating new and updated information from other sources and providing the electronic data for others to utilize;

· Expansion and enhancement of the rail and roadway networks;
· Production of Connecticut’s official Cartographic mapping products (tourism, bicycle, motorcycle, far, and Life Star helicopter grid maps)
There are many users of the GIS information provided by the Department of Transportation.  They include: FHWA and other Federal agencies, municipalities and town officials, the Office of Highway Operations, the Office of Maintenance, the Office of Traffic, and various others.
The Connecticut Department of Transportation offers many products as a result of GIS information.  They include: route change notice maps, official mileage declaration, census and demographic mapping for LEP (Local Environmental Planning) and environmental justice, excess property allocation, and many more.
For more information about the use of GIS by the Department of Transportation, please select this link: http://www.ct.gov/gis/lib/gis/DOTGIS_State_Council.ppt.
Other Business
NSGIC:
The 2008 Midyear Conference takes place from March 9th through March 12th, 2008.  It is held in the Washington, D.C. area and is focused on Federal Government activities.
For more information, please visit the National States Geographic Information Council (NSGIC) website at: www.nsgic.org.
Orthoimagery Update:
The Training and Education Working Group’s Chairperson, Sandy Prisloe, reported that the group has received the funding necessary for participation in the purchase of the National Agriculture Imagery Program’s (NAIP) digital Orthoimagery product.  This will improve the quality of imagery within the state utilizing four bands of color, including infra-red capabilities, with a high resolution and leaf on imagery.  Collaborative efforts and funding participation from the Department of Agriculture (DOA), the Connecticut Siting Council (CSC), the Department of Public Safety (DPS), the Department of Emergency Management and Homeland Security (DEMHS), the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station (CAES), and the University of Connecticut (UConn) have made this achievement possible and has saved the State of Connecticut hundreds of thousands of dollars.
Pictometry Update:
Council member Michael Varney reports the group now has the ability to section out each town for storage which takes approximately 12 to 16 hours per town.  There are licensing and sublicensing issues being resolved and further updates will be communicated.
Future Agenda Items:
Chairperson Wallace asked for the Council’s interest in future agenda items.  The following were suggested:

· How is GIS utilized within the municipalities?

· What is new in GIS research?
Adjournment

Chairperson Wallace entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Council member Wayne Kasacek moved the motion and Council member Richard Gallacher seconded the motion.  All members present and voting were in favor with no opposition and the motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 3:40 p.m.
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