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GIS Council Meeting

Wednesday, February 25, 2009
2:30 PM – 4:00 PM

Department of Information Technology (DOIT)
101 East River Drive, Conference Room # 1002A

East Hartford, CT 06108

Members Present:
· Diane Wallace, Chairperson, DOIT

· Michael Varney, DOIT

· Anthony Andosca, CSUS
· Angelo Asaro, DOT

· Sean Condon (for Bill Palomba), DPUC

· Rich Gallacher, Town of Manchester

· Wayne Kasacek, DOA

· Tyler Kleykamp, OPM

· Patrick Ladd, Town of West Hartford

· Stephen Lowery, Town of Tolland

· Ray Philbrick, DPW

· George Pohorilak, DPS

· Scott Roberts, Town of South Windsor

· Erik Snowden, CRCOG

· Beth Steward-Kelly (for LTC Gerald Lukowski), Military Dept.

· Howie Sternberg, DEP

· Scott Szalkiewicz, DPH

· James ‘Skip’ Thomas, DEMHS

Members Absent:
· Dennis Barry, DSS 
· Stuart Fitzgerald, DECD

· Derek Phelps, CSC

· Sandy Prisloe, UConn

Guest Attendance:
· Steve Anderson, AppGeo

· Bernard Asimonye, DOIT

· Brenda Bergeron, DEMHS

· Lynn Bjorklund, USGS

· Girh Cakmali, BMS

· Dan Czaja, DPS - OSET

· Christina Lepage, CSC

· Dave Lewis, Sanborn

· Eric Madsen, DDS

· Jim Spencer, DOT

· Jim Vitale, Bowue Management Systems

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 2:35 p.m. by Chairperson Diane Wallace.  
Review of the November 19, 2008 Minutes:
Chairperson Wallace entertained a motion to accept the November 19, 2008 GIS Council meeting minutes as written.  Council member Scott Roberts moved the motion and Council member Tyler Kleykamp seconded the motion.  Chairperson Wallace asked for discussion; no discussion ensued.  17 members of the GIS Council were present and voting; all members voted in favor of accepting the minutes as written and the motion carried.
Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group
Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group Chairperson, Jim Spencer, reports the group is working on the following activities and/or initiatives:

· The Working Groups have met quarterly throughout the winter months to discuss the progress of the Business Plans and Data Standards reports.  Several issues were identified for the upcoming year:

· Translucency – The Council and Working Groups need to increase awareness of the activities within each region to engage municipalities and the State as a whole.

· Standards – The work must be completed as soon as possible in order to be able to adopt State standards.

· Stimulus Money – Can we leverage any money from the Stimulus Package in order to benefit GIS in the areas of acquisition of spatial data and technology?

· There may also be an Imagery opportunity to review innovative financing doing business with public utilities with the possibility of economical cost-sharing.

· Discussions took place with regard to reusing infrastructure equipment and reducing cost.

· The Interstate Data Sharing Agreements discussions have continued collaboratively with the Legal and Security Working Group.
For more information about the Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group, please contact:

· James Spencer, Chairperson, Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group

860-594-2014

Email: James.Spencer@po.state.ct.us
Training and Education Working Group
Scott Roberts filled in for Training and Education Working Group Co-Chairperson, Sandy Prisloe, to report that the group is working on the following activities and/or initiatives:

· On January 21st, Sandy Prisloe held a presentation for the State Managers’ Advisory Committee.  Approximately 25 managers were in attendance and while the group was receptive, only 2 or 3 people knew of GIS.  This may be a forum to utilize to continue to present the various activities of GIS occurring in the municipalities and around the state.
· The winter issue of the “GeoFocus Newsletter” has been published and posted encompassing the GIS Day theme.  Please continue to submit articles and activities to Beth Stewart-Kelly via email at: beth.kelly2@us.army.mil.

· A GIS Municipal Survey was sent throughout the state with 10 questions about the utilization of GIS within that area.  Approximately 40% - 50% of the municipal contacts responded while others that hadn’t responded received calls from the Working Group to file as much information about the utilization of GIS in various areas as possible.

· There will be a 2-day ‘Basic End User’ class and an ‘Advanced User’ class on March 10th and 11th at the State Armory, 360 Broad Street, Hartford, CT, starting at 9:30 am.  Each class will be approximately 2.5 hours in length.  The first session is the ‘Basic training’ and the afternoon session will be the ‘Advanced User’ training.  
The pre-requisite for the ‘Advanced User’ class is to have attended the ‘Basic’ class.  Since the discussion will be regarding deployments and more technical topics, participants must have a working knowledge of Pictometry.  For more information, please visit the website at: http://www.ct.gov/gis/cwp/view.asp?Q=425874&A=3033. 
For more information, please contact:

· Sandy Prisloe, Co-Chairperson, Training and Education Working Group

860-345-5229

Email: Sandy.Prisloe@uconn.edu
Legal and Security Working Group
 

Legal and Security Working Group Chairperson, Brenda Bergeron, reports the group is working on the following activities and/or initiatives:

· The Group had an informal meeting with Jim Spencer of the Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group regarding the Interstate Data Sharing Agreements producing more questions for the groups to discuss.
· The Legal and Security Working Group has received more FOI questions and is working on the information needed to fulfill those requests.

· GIS Council Chairperson, Diane Wallace, requested that the Legal and Security Working Group follow House Bill No. 6469: An Act Concerning Smart Growth and State Planning.  The bill was created “To provide for comprehensive planning by requiring research centers at The University of Connecticut to conduct tax incidence, build-out analysis, and geographic system mapping.  This Bill was introduced by the Planning and Development Committee.  Anyone wishing to submit testimony regarding this bill should contact Brenda Bergeron.
For more information, please contact:

· Brenda Bergeron, Legal and Security Working Group

860-256-0816
Email: Brenda.Bergeron@po.state.ct.us
Finance Working Group
 

There is no information to report for the Finance Working Group as they are continuing to follow up with Facilitator Chuck Hoadley.

For more information, please contact:

· Tyler Kleykamp, Acting Finance Working Group Chair
860-418-6302
Email: Tyler.Kleykamp@ct.gov
NSGIC

Connecticut’s official NSGIC representative, Jim Spencer, reports that the 2009 Midyear Conference officially started this past Monday in Annapolis, Maryland.  Unfortunately, attendance was low due to the economic pressures and various budget limitations state agencies are facing.  CT will not be attending the conference; however Steve Anderson will be attending and will report on the conference in a future GIS Council meeting.
· For more information, please visit the National States Geographic Information Council (NSGIC) website at: www.nsgic.org.

New/Other Business
· Tyler Kleykamp has volunteered to become the Finance Working Group Chairperson.  GIS Council Chairperson, Diane Wallace, entertained a motion that Tyler Kleykamp be voted as Chairperson for the Finance Working Group.  Council member George Pohorilak moved the motion and Council member James ‘Skip’ Thomas seconded the motion.  All members present and voting were in favor with no opposition and the motion carried for Tyler Kleykamp to Chair the Finance Working Group.
· There is a new look and feel to the GIS Website.  Bernard and Liz redesigned the website and it has been released this week.  You will notice the information is current and many areas have been updated.  The right navigation pane has been eliminated and the left navigation pane has been enhanced, outdated information has been erased from various pages, and RSS feeds will be part of the future enhancements to the site.  Please continue to visit the GIS Council website at: http://www.ct.gov/gis/site/default.asp.  

· Two DOT initiatives that have been highlighted for future discussion are the rights of way and image records system where there are questions about the municipal data on excess property and the GIS server Oracle based dissemination of data to those outside the network.  It was noted that an Enterprise view of GIS for the state is a #1 priority and there will be expansion where funds exist leveraging opportunities as they arise.
· Lynn Bjorklund, USGS (U.S. Geological Survey), reports that there is a possibility that the USGS will receive money from the Stimulus package for LIDAR (Light Detection and Ranging) and survey for coastlines.  The current information is old and would be replaced with the highest possible resolution.  

In early May there will be a coastal LIDAR workshop by invite only.

There is a national Hydrography dataset workshop sponsored by USGS in Denver with funding for one representative.

For more information about the USGS, please visit the website at: http://www.usgs.gov/.  

· The next GIS Council meeting will take place on Wednesday, March 25, 2009, at the Department of Information Technology. 
Adjournment

Chairperson Wallace entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Council member James ‘Skip’ Thomas moved the motion and Council member Tyler Kleykamp seconded the motion.  All members present and voting were in favor with no opposition and the motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 3:40 p.m.
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