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GIS Council Meeting

Wednesday, December 12, 2007

2:30 PM – 4:00 PM

Department of Information Technology (DoIT)
101 East River Drive, Conference Room # 1002A

East Hartford, CT 06108

Members Present:
Diane Wallace, DOIT
Mike Varney, DOIT 

Dan Morley, OPM 
Andy Asaro, DOT

Stuart Fitzgerald, DECD

Richard Gallacher, Town of Manchester

Jerry Iwan, DPH 

Patrick Ladd, Town of West Hartford

Stephen Lowrey, Town of Tolland

George Pohorilak, DPS

Erik Snowden, Regional Planning (CRCOG)
James (Skip) Thomas, DEMHS

Bill Palomba, DPUC
Beth Stewart-Kelly, Military (for LTC Gerald Luwkowski, Military)

Wayne Kasacek, DOA
Tony Andosca, CSU 
Dennis Barry, DSS

Derek Phelps, Siting Council
Members Absent:
Steve Fish, DEP
Raymond Philbrick, DPW 

Sandy Prisloe, UConn
Scott Roberts, Town of South Windsor
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 2:35 p.m. by Council member Michael Varney.  
Review of October 24 Minutes

Council member Varney entertained a motion to accept the November 14, 2007 GIS Council meeting minutes.  Council Member Skip Thomas motioned to accept the motion and Council Member George Pohorilak seconded the motion.  Council member Varney asked for discussion, no discussion ensued.  At this time, 13 members of the GIS Council were present and voting, all were in favor, and the motion carried.  
Review Strategic Plan and Business Plan Action Items
Council member Varney indicated that each member of the Council was now assigned to one of the teams for the GIS Strategic and Business Planning goals.  Invitations will be sent out to schedule a meeting before the GIS Council meeting in January.
CIO Wallace joined the meeting at 2:42 p.m.

Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group
 

Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group Chairperson, Jim Spencer, reported that the group has completed their December report.  In alignment with the needs identified in the Council’s Strategic Plan, this working group has placed emphasis on the following issues:
· The development of the new comprehensive State Road Network and Program;
· Development of a state-wide parcel coverage;

· Development of Addressing (both range and point);
· Development of an Orthophotography Program and acquisition of new Orthoimagery for the state.

A demonstration of addressing will be presented in January or February to the GIS Council.

The Working Group will also be focusing on the need for identification and development of data standards and business plans for each of the State’s framework data themes.  The deadline for submissions is June 30, 2008 and the group will present the submissions to the GIS Council at the July or August meeting.  
For more information, please contact:

James Spencer, Chairperson, Data Inventory & Assessment Working Group

860-594-2014

Email: James.Spencer@po.state.ct.us
Training and Education Working Group
 

There is no report for the Training and Education Working Group, however, the Co-Chairperson, Peter Sandgren, asked that members vote for their favorite GIS Day poster online.  

Legal and Security Working Group

Legal and Security Working Group Chairperson, Brenda Bergeron, reported that resolution to the FOI issue was received and working groups must follow the FOI rules of disclosure since they are viewed as policy groups with decision-making abilities.  Brenda will circulate documents on this topic.  The two groups exempt from this decision are the Legal and Security Working Group and the GIS Project Group.
Finance Working Group
 

George Pohorilak reported that the Finance Working Group had met and reviewed various avenues to obtain funding for the various projects within the Council.  It was decided that the number one priority for funding would be the clearinghouse at DoIT.  Discussion ensued as to what other projects were considered, how priorities are assigned, and what funding options were explored.  George reported that the members present at the Finance meeting collaborated to decide which projects received what priority based on what could be accomplished now.  Funding options brought before the working group were reviewed and any suggestions are welcome. 
GISC 2007 Annual Report
Chairwoman Wallace reported that the annual report is an obligation of the Council that must be fulfilled by December 31, 2007 and has requested that the Council approve the report as presented in today’s meeting, if possible.

Chairwoman Wallace asked for discussion.  Minor technical changes were suggested, including adding a finance section.  All suggestions were heard and will be implemented.
Chairwoman Wallace entertained a motion to accept the 2007 annual report with minor technical changes.  Council Member Skip Thomas motioned to accept the motion and Council Member Bill Palomba seconded the motion.  All members, present and voting, were in favor and the motion carried.
DEMHS GIS Project Update
 

Mike Varney, Project Manager, reported that this project is 90% complete and currently in the test phase.  Testing of the configuration of the .net design has begun and should be completed within the next few weeks.  He also reported that there was successful participation in the Governor’s winter storm exercise held on November 20, 2007.
This project has been designed with one set of data for all applications.  This means that the service capability provided can be written once and reused again creating an efficient process and utilization of staff and funds.

Multiple agencies have engaged in the design and use of the application and many of the navigation screens can be customized for convenience and priorities.  The data available originates from the agencies that regulate and track and in phase two, municipalities will be able to add to the existing list of data.
Other Business
· National States Geographic Information Council (NSGIC): Council member Varney reported that NSGIC representatives will be attending the January GIS Council meeting to present who they are and what they do as well as discuss “Ramona”.  Ramona is produced by NSGIC as a tool for states and their partners.  Its primary purpose is to track the status of GIS in U.S.  State and local governments to aid in the planning and building of Spatial Data Infrastructures.  Details are being scheduled and the event will take place on January 23, 2008 – the day of the next GIS Council meeting.  Invitations will be sent to you.
For more information about NSGIC, please visit: www.nsgic.org.
· A copy of the posting of the regular GIS Council meeting dates for 2008 has been sent to the Secretary of the State’s Office in accordance with Connecticut General Statutes §1-225 (formerly §1-21).  It has been distributed in each Council member’s packet.
Adjournment

Chairwoman Wallace entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Council Member Wayne Kasacek moved the motion and Council Member Gerald Iwan seconded.  All members present and voting were in favor with no opposition and the motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 3:35 p.m.
Page 1 of 4

