

[image: image1.jpg]State of Connecﬂcu
p- B




GIS Council Meeting

Wednesday, November 19, 2008
2:30 PM – 4:00 PM

Southern Connecticut State University
501 Crescent Street

New Haven, CT 

DRAFT
The November 19, 2008 GIS Council meeting minutes are not official or binding until accepted by the GIS Council at the next meeting on Wednesday, January 28, 2009.  

Members Present:
· Michael Varney, DOIT

· Dennis Barry, DSS

· Rich Gallacher, Town of Manchester

· Tyler Kleykamp, OPM

· Stephen Lowery, Town of Tolland

· Bill Palomba, DPUC

· George Pohorilak, DPS
· Sandy Prisloe, UConn

· Eric Snowden, CRCOG
· Beth Steward-Kelly (for LTC Gerald Lukowski), Military Dept.

· Howard Sternberg, DEP
Members Absent:
· Anthony Andosca, CSUS
· Angelo Asaro, DOT 

· Stuart Fitzgerald, DECD 

· Wayne Kasacek, DOA

· Patrick Ladd, Town of West Hartford 

· Derek Phelps, CSC

· Ray Philbrick, DPW 

· Scott Roberts, Town of South Windsor
· Scott Szalkiewicz, DPH
· Skip Thomas, DEMHS

Guest Attendance:
· Lou Ando, DCF

· Bernard Asimonye, DOIT

· Zack Beatty

· Kevin Berger, Town of Manchester

· Cary Chadwick, UConn CLEAR

· Michael Cipriano, Luincog

· Liz Crutcher, DOIT

· Dan Czaja, DPS OSET

· Liz DeNardis, Town of Manchester

· Jay Dimand, Greater Bridgeport RPA

· Gretchen Dires, City of New London

· Regis J. Dognin, City of Shelton

· Yadira Duran, DCF

· Michael Howser, UConn

Guest Attendance (Cont):


· Linda Kasinoff, Town of Hamden

· Paul Lindoerfer, JDI Technology

· Eric Madsen, DDS

· Heidi McIntosh, DCF

· Jason Miller, Applied Geo

· Aaron Nash, Town of Vernon

· Fred North, DCF

· Brian Pavlik, DPS OSET

· Arnie Pritchard, DCF

· Roslyn Reeps, CAES

· Marilyn Soileau, US Dept. of Ag-Farm Services

· Dr. Eric West, Geography Dept., SCSU
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 2:36 p.m. by Council member Michael Varney.  
Dr. Eric West of the Geography Department of Southern Connecticut State University (SCSU) offered opening remarks thanking the GIS Council for allowing SCSU to participate in the GIS day activities.
Review of the October 22, 2008 Minutes:
Council member Varney entertained a motion to accept the October 22, 2008 GIS Council meeting minutes as written.  Council member Rich Gallacher moved the motion and Council Member Tyler Kleykamp seconded the motion.  Council member Varney asked for discussion; no discussion ensued.  11 members of the GIS Council were present and voting; all members voted in favor of accepting the minutes as written and the motion carried.
Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group
The Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group report was given by Liz Crutcher.  The current activities and/or initiatives are as follows:

· The Working Group goal for 2008 was to create business plans for the 12 dataset needed for Connecticut to conduct business in the GIS arena.  Drafts of the business plans have been completed and the dataset committees are awaiting approval from the GIS Council.  

· The Cadastral Framework Data subcommittee held the last workshop with DOIT facilitator and BDD, Chuck Hoadley.

· The Base Map Imagery subcommittee has been reviewing the proposals and bids resulting from the RFP.  

· If any agencies or towns are interested in contributing and participating in the Orthography project, they must do so as soon as possible.  In addition to the 6” pixels H2100 and mapping/color, it was suggested ‘color balancing’ be considered to improved viewing quality.

· The status of the flight from the Bridgeport area taken last spring is currently under review.  The Greater Hartford flight will be reviewed toward the end of November and the Greater New Haven are will be reviewed in December.  Review periods are typically about 45 days in length.
For more information about the Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group, please contact:

· James Spencer, Chairperson, Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group

860-594-2014

Email: James.Spencer@po.state.ct.us
Training and Education Working Group
Training and Education Working Group Co-Chairperson, Sandy Prisloe, had the following to report:

· GIS day was a great success due to the SCSU Science Club, Dr. Eric West, and the faculty at SCSU, and many others who assistance made the event run smoothly.
  
· A 9-question survey has been distributed to the 169 towns and municipalities of Connecticut with the goal of gathering information regarding the programs and utilization of GIS across the state.  
For more information, please contact:

· Sandy Prisloe, Co-Chairperson, Training and Education Working Group

860-345-5229

Email: Sandy.Prisloe@uconn.edu
GIS Day
Training and Education Working Group Co-Chairperson, Peter Sandgren, reports that Professor Eric West of SCSU (Southern Connecticut State University) has assisted with the coordination of GIS day.  In addition, he has waived the facility set up fees and offered security for the event.  Presentations for GIS day were approximately 20 minutes in length.  
The following members of the SCSU faculty addressed the GIS Council welcoming the entire group and thanking everyone for their participation.  The synergy and collaboration of the participants made the event successful.

· President Cheryl Norden, SCSU

· Provost Selase Williams, SCSU

· Dr. Eric West, SCSU

· Peter Sokolowski, SCSU

· The faculty, students, and Science Club, SCSU
· Beth, Liz, and Roslyn, State of CT
Legal and Security Working Group
 

There is no report for the Legal and Security Working Group.
For more information, please contact:

· Brenda Bergeron, Legal and Security Working Group

860-256-0816
Email: Brenda.Bergeron@po.state.ct.us
Finance Working Group
 

There is no report for the Finance Working Group.

For more information, please contact:

· Steve Fish, Finance Working Group

860-424-3642

Email: Steve.Fish@po.state.ct.us
NSGIC

Many of the municipal partners need to update their information as RAMONA is maintained and refreshed frequently.  

NSGIC is a national organization that meets twice per year and acts as a forum for industry professionals to exchange information.

· For more information, please visit the National States Geographic Information Council (NSGIC) website at: www.nsgic.org.

Federal Programs Update
The Federal Geographic Data Commission grant program has 7 opportunities that came out last month.  There are a few new grant opportunities available; please review the website for more details.
New/Other Business
Department of Children and Families (DCF) – Presentation: ‘Getting Involved Spatially”
GIS has provided compelling methods for depicting and responding to local variation through analytic and operational usage.  The preliminary products utilized by DCF are the rates of child entry into various area offices, the geographic distribution of foster homes, and the operational vision of a child-centered map.

For more information, please contact:

· Joan Twiggs, DCF, Bureau of Continuous Quality Improvement, Office for Research and Evaluation

860-560-5091


Email: Joan.Twiggs@ct.gov
Annual Report 
A draft of the annual report was presented and available for review.  A suggestion was made to include the examples of how GIS saved the State of Connecticut money in various areas.  It will be finalized by the GIS Council in December.

Adjournment

Council member Varney adjourned the meeting at 3:42 p.m.
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