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GIS Council Meeting

Wednesday, November 14, 2007

2:30 PM – 4:00 PM

Legislative Office Building (LOB)
300 Capitol Avenue, Room # 2-D
Hartford, CT 06106
Members Present:
Diane Wallace, DOIT
Mike Varney, DOIT 

Dan Morley, OPM 
Andy Asaro, DOT

Stuart Fitzgerald, DECD

Richard Gallacher, Town of Manchester

Jerry Iwan, DPH 

Patrick Ladd, Town of West Hartford

Stephen Lowrey, Town of Tolland

George Pohorilak, DPS

Erik Snowden, Regional Planning (CRCOG)
James (Skip) Thomas, DEMHS

Raymond Philbrick, DPW 

Sandy Prisloe, UConn

Bill Palomba, DPUC
Scott Roberts, Town of South Windsor
Beth Stewart-Kelly, Military (for LTC Gerald Luwkowski, Military)

Wayne Kasacek, DOA

Members Absent:
Steve Fish, DEP
Tony Andosca, CSU 
Dennis Barry, DSS

Derek Phelps, Siting Council
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 2:33 p.m. by Chairwoman Diane Wallace.  
CIO Wallace convened the meeting with an acknowledgement of the achievement of the goals set over the course of the last year.  As declared by Governor Rell, it is National Geographic Information Systems Day in the State of Connecticut.
CIO Wallace took a moment to recognize Council Member and Fire Chief, Michael Varney.  On August 24, 2007, Fire Chief Varney received the national award of Volunteer Fire Chief of the Year for 2007.  A proclamation from Governor Rell was read by Wallace.
Review of October 24 Minutes

Chairwoman Wallace entertained a motion to accept the October 24, 2007 GIS Council meeting minutes. Council Member Patrick Ladd motioned to accept the motion and Council Member George Pohorilak seconded the motion.  Chairwoman Wallace asked for discussion, no discussion ensued.  Council member Bill Palomba of the DPUC abstained from the vote.  All other members, present and voting, were in favor and the motion carried.  
Review Strategic Plan and Business Plan Action Items
Chairwoman Wallace discussed the need for involvement from Council members with the GIS Strategic and Business Planning goals.  Volunteers were asked to sign-up for one of the three major initiatives (with a concentration on the Training & Education Working Group and the Coordination & Organization of GIS Efforts Group):

· Data & Inventory Working Group: Develop a core set of framework data layers that can be shared across state agencies and with local government.
· Training & Education Working Group: Communicate the benefits of and educate decision makers on the use of geospatial technology to increase adoption and provide sustainable funding.

· Coordination & Organization of GIS Efforts: Improve the coordination and organization of the GIS Council efforts throughout all levels of federal, state, regional, and local governments.
Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group
 

Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group Chair, Jim Spencer, reported that the group has completed their report on the 12 data themes (having added the topic of “addressing” to the initial list of 11 themes).  The report was briefly reviewed and submitted for acceptance by the Council.  (A copy of this report can be found on the GIS Council Website at: www.ct.gov/gis/lib/gis/Connecticutworking_group.pdf).  Chairwoman Wallace entertained a motion for acceptance of the “Connecticut Geographic Framework Data” report.  Council member Sandy Prisloe moved the motion and Council member Eric Snowden seconded the motion.  Chairwoman Wallace asked for discussion adding that the report was well-written.  Discussion ensued echoing that the document is dynamic and should be continuously updated as it is a live document with valuable information.   All other members, present and voting, were in favor and the motion carried.  A question arose as to whether the report was only available on the GIS Council website or if it would be distributed to all municipalities.  It will be distributed to the existing contact list, though it is incomplete.  Anyone wishing to receive a copy should contact:
James Spencer, Chair, Data Inventory & Assessment Working Group

860-594-2014

Email: James.Spencer@po.state.ct.us
Training and Education Working Group
 

Training and Education Working Group Co-Chair, Peter Sandgren, reported that much of the focus of late has been on the GIS day events.  A request for GIS day themed posters was sent out and over 50 posters were received.  The posters were to demonstrate how GIS is utilized in different arenas within the state of Connecticut.  
In addition to the posters, several different table-top presentations were offered at the November 14th event in the LOB Concourse with over 100 participants in attendance.  
That same morning, two presentations were also given in Room # 2-D regarding the Mashup display of resources in the Eight Mile River watershed and the integration of GPS/photos and Google Earth, UCONN.  

Outside, in a mobile unit provided by the Connecticut National Guard Civil Support Unit, a demonstration of modeling technology was employed in regards to hazardous material modeling.
Work has simultaneously continued on the training survey and the next group meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 18 at the EOC at 9:00 a.m.
Legal and Security Working Group

There was no report for this group.
Finance Working Group
 

There was no report for this group, however, there is a meeting scheduled for Thursday, November 15, 2007.   

Department of Social Services Presentation
Peter Petrella, from the Department of Social Services (DSS), gave a presentation on how GIS is used at that agency.  Mr. Petrella’s presentation gave an overview of GIS and provided exhibits of real life applications using this technology. 

The informative presentation provided historical information on the use of mapping and how it was used to provide service programs in the past.  The presentation also demonstrated how new GIS technology enhances practices to provide health and human services where they are needed today.  
Interesting and beneficial implementations of the uses of this technology were evident in the provided examples showing relationships such as Food Stamps, Soup Kitchens and Farmers Market locations as well as its use in Medicare prescription programs and locations of 50+ aged communities.  It is clear that GIS is an empowering tool for DSS to show what changes are occurring in their clients’ neighborhoods.  

Mr. Petrella shared how DSS continues to develop collaborative relations with other agencies and their continued search for other useful ways to utilize GIS data.
DEMHS GIS Project Update
 

Mike Varney, Project Manager, reported that the policies and procedures are being finalized and an exercise is scheduled for November 20th.  The test environment is installed and awaiting the remainder of the production equipment.  A database is being constructed and ETL processes are being developed for datasets.  Portal applications are in the final testing phase.
A question was posed as to whether consideration for touring the Geolab at State EOC would be worthwhile; perhaps even hold a GIS Council meeting there.  Observing the EOC in action would be interesting and a tour or meeting can be coordinated through Commissioner Thomas.
Other Business
· National States Geographic Information Council (NSGIC): Council member Varney and Council member Spencer joined a conference call with NSGIC in the efforts to coordinate a presentation of Ramona – the tool whose primary purpose is to track the status of GIS within the United States at the local and state level of Government to aid in the planning and building of Spatial Data Infrastructure.  Details are being scheduled and the event may take place on the morning of the January 2008 GIS Council meeting.  For more information about NSGIC, please visit: www.nsgic.org.
· The Annual Legislative report is due and will be sent out in draft form as soon as possible.  The Council will entertain a formal vote at the December meeting.

· Chairwoman Wallace reminded everyone of the December 12, 2007 meeting.

Adjournment

Chairwoman Wallace entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Council Member Gerald Iwan moved the motion and Council Member Scott Roberts seconded.  All members present and voting were in favor with no opposition and the motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 3:27 p.m.
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