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GIS Council Meeting

Wednesday, October 22, 2008
2:30 PM – 4:00 PM

Department of Information Technology (DOIT)
101 East River Drive, Conference Room # 1002A

East Hartford, CT 06108

DRAFT
The October 22, 2008 GIS Council meeting minutes are not official or binding until accepted by the GIS Council at the next meeting on Wednesday, November 19, 2008.  

Members Present:
· Diane Wallace, Chairperson, DOIT

· Michael Varney, DOIT

· Anthony Andosca, CSUS
· Angelo Asaro, DOT

· Dennis Barry, DSS

· Stuart Fitzgerald, DECD

· Rich Gallacher, Town of Manchester

· Melanie Kerr (for Skip Thomas), DEMHS

· Tyler Kleykamp, OPM

· Patrick Ladd, Town of West Hartford

· Stephen Lowery, Town of Tolland

· Bill Palomba, DPUC

· Ray Philbrick, DPW

· Sandy Prisloe, UConn

· Scott Roberts, Town of South Windsor

· Beth Steward-Kelly (for LTC Gerald Lukowski), Military Dept.

· Scott Szalkiewicz, DPH

Members Absent:
· Steve Fish, DEP

· Wayne Kasacek, DOA

· Derek Phelps, CSC

· George Pohorilak, DPS

· Eric Snowden, CRCOG

Guest Attendance:
· Steve Anderson, AppGeo

· Bernard Asimonye, DOIT

· Brenda Bergeron, DEMHS

· Liz Crutcher, DOIT

· Mark Goetz, City of Hartford

· Christina Lepage, CSC

· Dave Lewis, Sanborn

· Eric Madsen, DDS

· Roslyn Reeps, CAES

· Jim Spencer, DOT

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 2:30 p.m. by Chairperson Diane Wallace.  
Review of the September 24, 2008 Minutes:
Chairperson Wallace entertained a motion to accept the September 24, 2008 GIS Council meeting minutes as written.  Council member Patrick Ladd moved the motion and Council member Scott Roberts seconded the motion.  Chairperson Wallace asked for discussion; no discussion ensued.  15 members of the GIS Council were present and voting; all members voted in favor of accepting the minutes as written and the motion carried.
Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group
Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group Chairperson, Jim Spencer, reports the group is working on the following activities and/or initiatives:

· The Working Group has not met recently; however, many of the subcommittees have completed and posted a first draft of the business plans.  Please review the business plans and offer any feedback to the specific working group Chairperson.  If anyone else outside the GIS Council is interested in reviewing the business plan(s), please forward the link for review.

· The Cadastral Framework Data subcommittee held a second facilitated workshop with approximately 25 attendees.  There is a request for more input from state agencies and a survey is being created for participation from the municipalities.

· The Base Map Imagery subcommittee has been discussing the possibility of partnering with CRCOG regarding the purchase of imagery for the state.  The approximate cost is $1.5 million and a request may be generated to each agency for possible assistance with funding for this initiative.

· Ideas for financing future imagery purchases in Connecticut are being discussed.  One idea is to create a cost-sharing program with companies such as SNET or Microsoft who buy their own imagery.
For more information about the Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group, please contact:

· James Spencer, Chairperson, Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group

860-594-2014

Email: James.Spencer@po.state.ct.us
Training and Education Working Group
Training and Education Working Group Co-Chairperson, Sandy Prisloe, reports that the group is working on the following activities and/or initiatives:

· The Connecticut GIS Council brochure is now available for distribution.  

· The fall newsletter is close to completion and will be posted to the website within the next week.  Anyone wishing to submit an article is encouraged to contact Beth Stewart-Kelly at 860-524-4844 or email at: Beth.kelly2@us.army.mil.  

· The Group is creating a form to post on ‘SurveyMonkey.com’ to gather information regarding the utilization of GIS within municipalities.  (The Cadastral subcommittee is also creating a survey).
For more information, please contact:

· Sandy Prisloe, Co-Chairperson, Training and Education Working Group

860-345-5229

Email: Sandy.Prisloe@uconn.edu
GIS Day
Training and Education Working Group Co-Chairperson, Peter Sandgren, reports that Professor Eric West of SCSU (Southern Connecticut State University) has assisted with the coordination of GIS day.  In addition, he has waived the facility set up fees and offered security for the event.  Presentations for GIS day will be approximately 20 minutes in length and the revised timeline will be posted on the GIS Day webpage at: http://www.ct.gov/gis/cwp/view.asp?a=3174&q=396358.  Other information, including directions and poster guidelines, are also available on the GIS day webpage.
There is room for 9 posters at the LOB (Legislative Office Building).  Posters will be displayed beginning on November 3rd and will continue for the entire month of November.  Space is limited and the deadline for submission is October 29th.  Guidelines for posters can be found on the GIS website.

Legal and Security Working Group
 

Legal and Security Working Group Chairperson, Brenda Bergeron, reports that the FOI hearing regarding the request for GIS information has been postponed until Tuesday, November 25, 2008.
For more information, please contact:

· Brenda Bergeron, Legal and Security Working Group

860-256-0816
Email: Brenda.Bergeron@po.state.ct.us
Finance Working Group
 

There is no report for the Finance Working Group.

For more information, please contact:

· Steve Fish, Finance Working Group

860-424-3642

Email: Steve.Fish@po.state.ct.us
NSGIC

Connecticut’s official NSGIC representative, Jim Spencer, reports that the RAMONA (Random Access Metadata Tool for Online National Assessment) information has been updated and is now available.  Many of the municipal partners need to update their information as RAMONA is maintained and refreshed frequently.  

· For more information, please visit the National States Geographic Information Council (NSGIC) website at: www.nsgic.org.

New/Other Business
· Jim Spencer has been reviewing municipal census data from New York.  There is an interest in presenting information at a future GIS Council meeting.

· The GIS Council is mandated to provide an annual report.  A draft copy will be prepared for the GIS day meeting for review.  

· Jackie Mickiewicz, DEP, is seeking 5–10 volunteers for the CT Geographic Names Authority (CGNA) which will be formed early next year.  Volunteers will be responsible for reviewing proposed changes to the names of natural landforms such as lakes, ponds, streams, hill, bays, and harbors in Connecticut and making recommendations to the U.S. Board on Geographic Names.  

Volunteers should have a general interest in, or work with, historic geographic names and be willing to do some research, have access to archives or libraries, have experience with archival or historic names research, and/or have served on a similar board or committee that involved historic or archival research.

Historically, the CGNA has not required a substantial time commitment.  Meetings have convened once or twice in any 3-year period and email communication may suffice for most of the necessary communication needs.  

Anyone who is interested should contact Jackie at 860-424-3085 or email at: Jacqueline.Mickiewicz@ct.gov.

· Lynn Bjorklund, USGS, reports that the 2009 NSDI CAP grant announcement was released last week.  The NSDI Cooperative Agreements Program (CAP) is an annual program to assist the geospatial data community through funding and other resources in implementing the components of the NSDI.  For more information, please visit the website at: http://www.fgdc.gov/grants/2009NSDICAP/2009-cap-announced.  NSDI CAP funding is available for GOS projects such as the Milford (CT) GIS map service accessible via the Geospatial One Stop (GOS) Portal as announced on October 22nd on the Northeast Arc Users Group Listserv.  

Other NEARC/New England agencies interested in posting map services to the Geospatial One Stop can contact Sam Wear at: swear@usgs.gov.  Sam has also offered to present at a future GIS Council meeting.

USGS recently released The National Map Version 2.0 Tactical Plan and related documentation.  For more information, please visit the webpage at: http://www.usgs.gov/ngpo/tnm_tacticalplan.html.

· The next GIS Council meeting will take place on Wednesday, November 19, 2008 on the SCSU Campus.  Please visit the GIS Day webpage at: http://www.ct.gov/gis/cwp/view.asp?a=3174&q=396358. 
Adjournment

Chairperson Wallace entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Council member Scott Roberts moved the motion and Council member Dennis Barry seconded the motion.  All members present and voting were in favor with no opposition and the motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 3:20 p.m.
 [image: image2.png]



Page 4 of 4

