GIS Council Ed ‘n Training working group  April 16, 2008

Meeting Report:

The working group discussed using Survey Monkey to create a contacts database of the CT GIS community.  This has been done in New York State.  People would be able to search by geographic location, industry, occupation, etc.  Ramona can be used for this, but so far only a few CT people are listed.  Sandy pointed out that he has a colleague who could possibly create something in MS Access to accomplish this.  Notification would go out on the CT U2U listserve, which has around 420 subscribers.
Steve Anderson of AppGeo had promised to release the survey they did for the business plan.  Bernard reported that this list is at DOIT, and he will ask Mike Varney for the survey.

Discussion of GIS Professional certification.  Scott reported that he has this since 2004.  The URISA has a list of requirements.  We may put a link to this on the Ed & Training web page.

The GIS Newsletter was discussed.  Bernard reported that Crissy Viera is available to help with the newsletter.  

Suggestion made to create an informational flyer about the CT GISC for distribution at NEARC and other GIS functions.  Liz can work on this when she resumes her position beginning next week, with help from Crissy.  To include:  points from Mike Varney’s presentation to the User2User Network meeting of April 4.  The flyer can be posted on our web site and perhaps mailed out at a later date.

Sandy reported that his “What is GIS” presentation still needs work.  He will post it in the UConn drop box and send the link to working group members following the meeting.
Scott asked of DOIT can give us an ftp site for the contacts database and other items.  Peter reported that Beth has asked for a group email address to put on the newsletter.  Bernard said that this can be done, but the email will still go to one person, i.e. Beth.  Suggested address:  GISnewsletter@ct.gov 
Discussion on frequency and content of the newsletter.  If quarterly, perhaps it could be several pages long.  A suggestion was made that each major state agency could have a page or section.   We need to establish guidelines or standards for the content of every issue.  Peter Sandgren to ask Beth what categories or sections she has considered including.
Liz to research GIS newsletters around the country for content, distribution methods, other useful info.

Pete Petrella suggested adding a blog to the web page, as it’s easy to create.  Podcasts would also be good and simple to post (audio files).  Council meetings could be recorded and posted.  Suggestion was made that we have an educational presentation for each council meeting.  This would increase interest in attending the meeting for those outside the usual suspects.  This would also be something to add in powerpoint or audio format to the E&T web site.  Sandy mentioned a person working on an urban tree canopy project as a possibility.

Suggestion was also made to have GISC meetings outside Hartford.  New Haven was suggested as Scott knows GIS people there.  The host city or town could also provide the educational presentation, which would be a great opportunity to showcase GIS in their municipality.  This would also increase interest and attendance.

Goal for May council meeting:  an educational GIS presentation.

