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 The meeting started at 13:39 

 

 Present included: P. Sandgren, P. Petrella, T. Dymkowski, B. DeGrazia, B. 

Stewart-Kelly, E. Wilson, B. Asimonye 

 

 Discussion regarding the GeoFocus Newsletter- Summer Edition 

o Beth stated the newsletter is about half full 

o Pete to provide Beth with an article about the DEMHS IA appeal 

regarding FEMA participation and a map 

o It was agreed that providing information about how people could apply to 

FEMA for assistance would be good 

o Beth requested an article for a municipal GIS (Thad mentioned the article 

he has about Newington) 

o Bill stated he has sent two articles to Beth for the newsletter 

 

 Discussion regarding the Connecticut Geographic Alliance activity 

o Bill discussed the upcoming summer geography institute, the Geography 

Bee winner, and the High School Geography Challenge 

 15 high schools competed, Staples High School won 

o Bill talked about the Geography Action articles in the Hartford Courant 

 

 Discussion regarding the GIS Municipal Survey 

o Pete has been unable to divvy up list due to work demands 

o Emily suggested that upon completion of Phase 3, we make a presentation 

of the information to the Council 

 She noted that several other working groups would have much use 

for the information, but seem mostly unaware of it 



o Thad seconded the idea agreeing that the list could be put to good use if 

only more people knew about it 

 Discussion regarding GIS Day 

o Thad discussed his correspondence with Don Cooke 

 Don Cooke is no longer at TeleAtlas 

 Thad has been in contact with him to let him know that the 

invitation to speak at GIS Day still stands open to him 

o Thad suggested that the next working group meeting be set for Central CT 

State to see the facility being reserved for planning logistics 

 Thad to contact Dr. Kyem to coordinate visit 

 It was noted that the date/time of the next meeting may need to be 

adjusted to accommodate people’s schedules 

o A Save the Date and Location will be sent out this week to the list serves 

o Discussion ensued about content for GIS Day 

 Thad brought up how the last post-GIS day survey showed that 

people wanted more technical “how-to” type of presentations 

 Bernard suggested asking Neil MacGaffey from Mass GIS to talk 

about the Mass. State flight project, as the council is currently 

trying to mount a similar undertaking 

 Peter brought up getting representation from an insurance company 

 Thad noted that he had interactions with an employee from 

Aetna who did GIS for them 

o Thad noted that he will bring the results of the post-GIS Day survey with 

him to the next meeting for discussion for planning purposes.  People 

indicated they would like some technical presentations, where they can 

learn something 

 

 Meeting adjourned at 14:55 


