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Connecticut Geospatial Information Systems Council

Hydrography Data Framework Subcommittee
Department of Environmental Protection

79 Elm Street, Room # 6A

Hartford, CT 06106-5127
Wednesday, September 8, 2010
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
DRAFT:
The September 8, 2010 Hydrography Data Framework Subcommittee meeting minutes are not official or binding until accepted by the Hydrography Data Subcommittee Framework at the next meeting on Wednesday, December 8, 2010.
Members Present:
· Howie Sternberg, Chairperson, DEP 
· Kristin Frank, DOA

· Bill Gerrish, DEP

· Michael Hogan, DOT

· Walter Tokarz, DEP

Members Absent:

· Elizabeth Ahearn, USGS

· Mary Becker, DEP

· Cary Chadwick, UConn
· Corinne Fitting, DEP
· Amanda Freitas, DOT
· Kevin O’Brien, DEP
· Carl Zimmerman, DEP

Guest Attendance:
· MaryAnn Nusom Haverstock, DEP

· Traci Iott, DEP
· Jonathan Quinn, DEP
Call to Order:

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Howie Sternberg.
Review of March 10, 2010 Hydrography Data Subcommittee Meeting Minutes:
Members reviewed and accepted the June 9, 2010 Hydrography Data Subcommittee meeting minutes as written.
Membership:
Howie Sternberg reported that Kristen Frank from the CT Department of Agriculture is new member of the Hydrography Data subcommittee. 
Status of the Hydrography Framework Data Subcommittee Webpage
Howie Sternberg presented the new webpage, which includes a revised mission statement, objectives, member list, and some Connecticut hydrography facts.

The subcommittee discussed the option of expanding the web page to link to an inventory of available hydrography data that lists and describes hydrography data for Connecticut currently available from federal and state agencies. Howie Sternberg offered to create a draft version of the inventory for the subcommittee to review. Members thought this would be a useful online reference and expressed interest in adding related data to the inventory such as drainage basin data layers and drainage basin gazetteer data compiled by DEP.
Review of Hydrography section in the Connecticut Geographic Framework Data report:
The subcommittee briefly discussed the overall purpose of the Hydrography section in the Connecticut Geographic Framework Data report and the need to present a comprehensive view of what hydrography framework data is and how it is used and applied for a variety of mapping and analysis purposes. Members agreed to present two types of hydrography framework data in the report - hydrography feature data for base map purposes and hydrography network data for modeling and analysis purposes.
A group of members including Howie Sternberg, Bill Gerrish and Kristin Frank volunteered to revise the Hydrography section of this report and develop a draft copy for review by the Hydrography data subcommittee. Members not present at the meeting who want to help revise this section are encouraged to contact this group.
Presentation of the USGS National Hydrography Dataset:
Walter Tokarz reported on the intended use and functional capabilities of the National Hydrography Dataset (NHD), a type of framework data published by the USGS used in the analysis of surface water bodies. 

· NHD data for Connecticut is downloadable from http://nhd.usgs.gov/
· The geometry of the High Resolution NHD for Connecticut is based on the surface waterbody features depicted on 7.5 minute, 1:24,000-scale topographic quadrangle maps published by the USGS.
· In the past, DEP QA/QC’d the NHD data for Connecticut and submitted updates to the USGS for inclusion in the national database, but a data stewardship program is currently not in place between the USGS and the State of Connecticut to ensure ongoing data maintenance.
· The NHD flowlines are linear features representing the direction of stream flow for streams and through large waterbodies as artificial paths. The NHD data uses a Reach Code attribute to organize the features and create the stream network.

· DEP uses the Hydrography Event Management (HEM) tool with the NHD flowline features to create linear events (segments) that geographically represent water quality assessments. This water quality assessment data is used by DEP and submittal to EPA.
· DEP is evaluating the ability to simultaneously depict more than one set of linear events along NHD flowlines as shown in the 2008 Water Assessment Representation example below. Working away from the stream, each parallel line depicts the ability of the stream to a different use – aquatic life, drinking water, fish consumption, and recreation.
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Map represented at 1:73,000 scale.
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