
Connecticut Geospatial Information Systems Council
Hydrography Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group

Department of Environmental Protection
79 Elm Street, Room # 6A

Hartford, CT 06108
Wednesday, March 10, 2010
10:00 p.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Members Present:
· Howie Sternberg, Chairperson, DEP

· Mary Becker, DEP

· Elizabeth Ahearn, USGS

· Amanda Freitas, DOT

· Michael Hogan, DOT

· Kevin O’Brien, DEP

· Walter Tokarz, DEP

· Carl Zimmerman, DEP

Members Absent:

· Cary Chadwick, UConn
· Corinne Fitting, DEP
Guest Attendance:

· Jim Spencer, DOT
Call to Order:

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Howie Sternberg.
Member Introductions:
The meeting with introductions where members described the types of hydrography data and tools they currently use for cartographic purposes and analysis.  Information and tools used by members and their colleagues include 1:24,000-scale hydrography from the USGS and CT DEP, USGS National Hydrography Dataset, ArcHydro, and USGS Streamstats for Connecticut.
Minutes:

Howie Sternberg indicated minutes of this meeting will be available on the GIS Council’s Hydrography Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group web page. 

Meeting Schedule:
Howie Sternberg indicated the following meeting schedule is also available on the GIS Council’s Hydrography Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group web page, and that these meetings are open to the public.

March 10, 2010


June 9, 2010


Sept 8, 2010


Dec 8, 2010

Framework Data Discussion:
Howie Sternberg briefly described the general purpose of geographic framework data referring back to a paper on the Internet Nancy Tosta previously published on the subject.  He described framework data as having both the geometry (location) and standard identifier used to associate business or application-specific information (stored in separate data tables) to geographic locations.  He used a statewide layer of Connecticut towns with 169 polygon features, each one identified by the official town code, as a simple example of framework data.  Relative to hydrography, one component of the framework might include commonly used identifiers that uniquely identify individual watercourses and stream reaches in Connecticut.
Purpose of the Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group:
Jim Spencer presented an overview of the Connecticut GIS Council Working Groups – Data Inventory and Assessment, Legal and Security, Education and Outreach, and GIS Council Finance.  Jim described how the Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group is organized into smaller framework data subcommittees, one for each data category.
Review of CT Geographic Framework Data:
Jim Spencer and Howie Sternberg reviewed the Connecticut Geographic Framework Data report available on the Council’s website.  They discussed the overall objective of establishing a relationship between a National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NDSI) and a Connecticut State Spatial Data Infrastructure (SSDI) where data maintained at the local level is combined to cover larger areas.  Jim also pointed out the section in the report describing Hydrography framework data, indicating the section needs to be revised and updated.

Purpose of Hydrography Data Inventory & Assessment Working Group:
Howie Sternberg summarized the overall purpose of hydrography data subcommittee and that one of the first efforts is an inventory and assessment of currently available information and tools.  How that would be done is up to the subcommittee members to decide.  To begin, Kevin O’Brien and Howie Sternberg offered to present an assessment of the 1:24,000-scale hydrography data at the next meeting for other members to review and add to.  Subsequent meetings might include assessments of other hydrography data sets in order to acquaint all members with the wide variety of available data and tools prior to the subcommittee making recommendations relative to standards, etc.  Jim Spencer encouraged the subcommittee to review mission and objectives identified on the Hydrography Framework Data Subcommittee webpage and to update and maintain this section of the GIS Council’s website.

Membership:

Everyone attending this first meeting expressed interest in continuing on as a member.  Many felt the need to expand membership to include representation from local government, US Army Corps of Engineers, Federal Emergency Management Agency, and watershed groups, for example.  Jim Spencer pointed out he chairs the Data Inventory and Assessment Working group and is not a member of this Hydrography data subcommittee, but would attend meetings when his schedule permits.
Next Steps:

Amanda Freitas and Carl Zimmerman will pursue expanding membership to include representation from other agencies, organizations, and users of hydrography data.
Members agreed to review the Hydrography section in the Connecticut Geographic Framework Data report to prepare for revising this section of the report by the end of the calendar year.

Members agreed to review Hydrography Framework Data Subcommittee webpage for a discussion on how to begin updating content at the next meeting.

Kevin O’Brien and Howie Sternberg agreed to prepare an assessment of the 1:24,000-scale hydrography data at the next meeting.
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