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Connecticut Geospatial Information Systems Council

Hydrography Data Framework Subcommittee
Department of Environmental Protection

79 Elm Street, Room # 6A

Hartford, CT 06106-5127
Wednesday, December 8, 2010
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
DRAFT:
The December 8, 2010 Hydrography Data Framework Subcommittee meeting minutes are not official or binding until accepted by the Hydrography Data Subcommittee Framework at the next meeting on Wednesday, March 9, 2011.
Members Present:
· Howie Sternberg, Chairperson, DEP
· Elizabeth Ahearn, USGS
· Lynn Bjorklund, USGS

· Corinne Fitting, DEP 

· Kristin Frank, DOA

· Amanda Freitas, DOT
· Bill Gerrish, DEP

· Kevin O’Brien, DEP
· Walter Tokarz, DEP

Members Absent:

· Mary Becker, DEP

· Cary Chadwick, UConn
· Carl Zimmerman, DEP

Guest Attendance:
· David Anderson, USGS
Call to Order:

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Howie Sternberg.
Review of September 8, 2010 Hydrography Data Subcommittee Meeting Minutes:
Members reviewed and accepted the September 8, 2010 Hydrography Data Subcommittee meeting minutes as written.
Membership:
No additional members to report.
Status of the Hydrography Framework Data Subcommittee Webpage
Howie Sternberg presented a draft of an inventory of available hydrography data that, when complete, will be accessed from the Hydrography Framework Data Subcommittee Webpage. The inventory page lists and describes hydrography available data for the entire nation such as the National Hydrography Dataset (NHD) from the U.S. Geological Survey and other hydrography data available only for Connecticut from CT DEP.
Members provided the following suggestions and will review it to provide additional comments and suggestions.
· Make it obvious that the inventory is not a data download site, which would include more data than listed in the inventory.
· Include data related to hydrography such as the Watershed Boundary Dataset (WBD) data from the USGS and Natural Drainage Basins from CT DEP.
· Clearly distinguish between nationwide and statewide data in the inventory. 
· Include links to the main NHD website, not just the NHD data download page.
· Add links to other resources, tools and applications that demonstrate use of NHD. 

· Articulate the differences between the hydrography data available from CT DEP.
Dave Anderson offered to provide language that describes NHD and links to example uses of NHD and WBD on the Web.
Additional comments and material provided by members will be shared out in a second draft for review with the objective of completing the data inventory and adding it to the website as soon as possible. The comment was made that once added to the website, additional changes to the inventory can be made.
Review of Hydrography section in the Connecticut Geographic Framework Data report:
Corinne Fitting, Kristin Frank, Bill Gerrish, and Howie Sternberg reviewed the Hydrography section in the Connecticut Geographic Framework Data report and concluded complete revision is necessary for a more dynamic section that is easier to maintain and reflects a more current view of the data sources, components, maintenance, application, use, and data products derived from and related to hydrography data. 
Howie Sternberg will send out a draft document the group can begin to work with.
USGS National Hydrography Dataset MOU
Lynn Bjorklund and David Anderson from the USGS described the National Hydrography Dataset (NHD) stewardship program, which allows a state agency in each state to manage the maintenance activities associated with updating and improving the completeness and accuracy of the NHD data in their region. The USGS would like Connecticut to become a NHD data steward by establishing a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with the USGS. Through the NHD stewardship program, the USGS facilitates the overall process, providing national management, coordination, tools, standards, documentation, training, quality assurance, data archival, and data distribution. Updates to the NHD will be made by the stewards, transmitted to the USGS, processed, and made available in the national dataset distribution. 
NHD Stewardship MOUs are available online at http://webhosts.cr.usgs.gov/steward/.  Users click on “Agreement Status”, which will open up a small information panel to the lower left of the screen that provides NHD contact information and links to Word and Adobe PDF versions of the signed agreements (MOU).
Within each state, data stewards develop a plan to maintain the data in their region that identifies the roles and responsibilities of primary data stewards, substewards, users, etc. Some states employ one or more fulltime NHD data stewards and editors. Other states have one primary data steward and one editor. And other states rely on a combination of fulltime data stewards and trained college interns. The situation varies from state to state.
The intent of stewardship is to provide users at the state and local level, who have more detailed knowledge of the local hydrography and a vested interest in its accuracy, the opportunity to become involved with maintaining and updating the national dataset.
The USGS assists in providing the development structure, support, access to NHD technical personnel, and training opportunities for end users and data stewards using the USGS software tools to edit the NHD.
The USGS and other agencies also provide grant opportunities to assist with improving the quality of the NHD such as assigning waterbody names from the GNIS, checking flow line connectivity, attributing stream order and other data fields in the NHD, conflating NHD attributes to more accurate feature geometry, and digitizing improvements to feature geometry based on more recent orthophotography.

Lynn Bjorklund suggested presenting the NHD Stewardship program at a Connecticut Geospatial Information Systems Council meeting. 

David Anderson offered to meet with the Hydrography Data Subcommittee and assist with establishing an MOU in Connecticut.
The Hydrography Data Subcommittee decided to proceed as follows.
· Become more familiar with NHD Stewardships in other states by reviewing MOUs currently online at http://webhosts.cr.usgs.gov/steward/. 
· Identify the aspects of NHD that need improving in Connecticut by surveying existing users of NHD and other Connecticut hydrography data. Liz Ahearn and Howie Sternberg will prepare survey questions for other members to review and comment.

· Prepare a draft MOU for Connecticut and, separately, options for NHD Stewardship implementation. 
· Present the draft MOU and implementation options to state agency decision makers for final approval at the state level.
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